Let’s face it: prepositions don’t make sense in any language.  Why do we “make love to” someone in English?  Aren’t we “with” that person, or is s/he just a passive receptor as the “to” would indicate?  When we “get down,” is there anything inherently “be/low” about having fun?  Is “get up” the opposite?
The best you can do is to memorize a few of the most popular verbs that commonly take prepositions.  Also, pay attention to the verbs at the bottom; they don’t require prepositions, though English speakers often add them when they translate them into phrasal verbs.  If it helps, you can translate the verbs into their more-formal English equivalent (i.e., “await” instead of “wait for”).  Or, memorícenlas no más. (
Verbo




Preposición



Significado en inglés

Acercarse



a




To get close to

Asistir




a




To help

Casarse




con




To get married to

Contar




con




To count on

Consistir



en




To consist of

Cubrir




de




To cover with

Cumplir



con




To comply with/fulfill

Depender



de




To depend on

Despedirse



de




To say goodbye to

Enamorarse



de




To fall in love with

Encontrarse



con




To run into (meet up)

Fijarse




en




To fix onto (notice)

Llegar




a




To arrive at

Llenar




de




To fill with

Oler




a




To smell like

Pensar




en




To think of a person





de




To think of an idea
Preocuparse



por




To worry about

Reírse




de




To laugh at

Soñar




con




To dream about/of

Verbos sin preposiciones:
Buscar









To look for (search)

Esperar









To wait for (await)

Mirar









To look at (watch)

Pedir









To ask for (request)

More help:

http://www.zermeno.com/Verbos%20con%20preposiciones.html (a very handy and well-organized chart)

