Ser y Estar
Ser






Estar

* condiciones o descripciones permanentes
* condiciones o descripciones no perm.
* ubicación de un evento específico


* ubicación en general

* telling time





* presente progresivo
Ejemplos:

Condiciones:
* Soy la profesora.




* Estoy la profesora hoy día.


I’m the teacher.




I’m the teacher today.

* Es simpático.




* Está simpático.

S/he’s nice.  (always)
S/he’s nice (for once … but this soon s/he’ll go back to her/his old ways).

* ¿De dónde eres?




* Nothing for “estoy” here; note how it’s Where are you from?




used in “location” below.
Ubicación:

* El examen final es en Dey Hall.


* Dey Hall está al lado de la biblioteca.


The final exam is in Dey Hall.


Dey Hall is next to the library.


(a specific event)




(always … Dey isn’t moving 

in the near future)








* Estoy aquí.
I’m here.  (But I might leave soon; I won’t always be here.)

Telling Time:





Presente Progresivo:
* Es la hora del almuerzo.



* Estamos estudiando.


It’s lunchtime.




We’re studying. (right now)








Note how the gerund (“ando” for
* Son las cinco de la mañana.



AR verbs and “iendo” for ER and IR 


It’s 5 am.





verbs) is formed:


Listen to “No es amor” by Aventura if

drop ending + “ando” = gerund

music helps you to remember things.

Estudi + “ando” = estudiando








Hac + “iendo” = haciendo
I. Translate the following sentences from English into Spanish.

1.  I am bored.

________________________________________________________________________.

Which verb did you pick?  _______________________ Why? ________________________

2.  This class is boring.

________________________________________________________________________.

Which verb did you pick?  _______________________ Why? ________________________

3.  The party is on Franklin St.

________________________________________________________________________.

Which verb did you pick?  _______________________ Why? ________________________

4.  The coffee shop is on Franklin St.

________________________________________________________________________.

Which verb did you pick?  _______________________ Why? ________________________

5.  My friend isn’t here.

________________________________________________________________________.

Which verb did you pick?  _______________________ Why? ________________________

6.  My friend is sick.

________________________________________________________________________.

Which verb did you pick?  _______________________ Why? ________________________

7.  My friend is nice.

________________________________________________________________________.

Which verb did you pick?  _______________________ Why? ________________________

8.  My friend is intelligent.

________________________________________________________________________.

Which verb did you pick?  _______________________ Why? ________________________

II. Práctica

Select a word from column A and a word from column B.  Then, determine whether you need to use “ser” or “estar.”

A


B
Yo


artístico/a(s)

en la universidad

Tu


artista(s)

cantando
El


arrogante(s)

feliz (felices)
Ella


en la playa

listo/a(s)
Ud.


atrasado/a(s)

preparando
Nosotros

contento/a(s)

bailando
Ustedes

amiga/o(s)

corriendo
Mi mejor amiga
relajado/a(s)

famoso/a

La actriz

ansioso/a(s)

bueno/a(s)

La estrella de cine
lindo/a(s)

bien

El cantante

inteligente(s)

produciendo

El director

en el hospital

haciendo

Mis amigo/a(s)
en la calle

leyendo

III.  Práctica adicional

In the song “Déjame estar,” Diego Torres uses the verbs “ser” and “estar.”  Below, list two times when he uses each verb.  Write the whole line so that you can see the context (i.e., not just “Déjame ser, déjame estar, déjame entrar.”).

Ser:

1. _______________________________________________________________________

Translation into English:______________________________________________________
2. _______________________________________________________________________

Translation into English:______________________________________________________

Estar:

1. _______________________________________________________________________

Translation into English:______________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________

Translation into English:______________________________________________________

Why does he use “ser” and certain times?  Why does he choose “estar” at other times?  Think about how the different meanings of the two verbs reinforces the song’s meaning.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Now, take the examples that you cited from the song.  Change the “ser” examples into “estar” sentences and vice versa.  What is the difference in meaning?

Old Example: 1.____________________________________________________________

New Example: 1. ___________________________________________________________

Difference in Meaning: _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Old Example: 2.____________________________________________________________

New Example: 2. ___________________________________________________________

Difference in Meaning: _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Old Example: 3.____________________________________________________________

New Example: 3. ___________________________________________________________

Difference in Meaning: _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Old Example: 4.____________________________________________________________

New Example: 4. ___________________________________________________________

Difference in Meaning: _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

