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It’s not NASCAR, it’s Hogway Speedway Racing.  Amy Graham reports.

The North Carolina State Fair has games, rides, music and of course…pig racing. Circle C (SEE) Farms in Newton, North Carolina owns the racing pigs.  They travel from New York to Florida nine months of the year, making a stop in North Carolina in the fall.  These farm pigs and potbelly pigs are only about four months old. Getting the pigs ready is not too difficult says race announcer Brent Cook.  

Brent Verbatim 

“Well, the animals before we come on the road, we train them. We set up a practice track at the house and we train them a couple of weeks and then we bring them out on the road and race them.”

The pigs run from their pins to the starting gates.   They wear racecar numbers on their saddles so people can tell them apart.  When the sounding horn blows, the gates open and the pigs take off.  As they speed around the track, Piggy Gordon, Rooter Martin, and the rest of the pigs attract a big crowd.  This includes the Agraz family. They come to the fair every year and never forget to stop by the races.  Four-year-old William says the pigs do not always stay on their feet. 

William verbatim 

“They do fall a lot!”

His older brother Jackson says sometimes the pigs get a little excited. 

Jackson Verbatim 

I like seeing the first pigs run because it’s kind of funny…sometimes they go backwards and really I like it…I like it when they come out because they go the fastest that way and I just like them a lot.”

Once the pigs leave the starting gate they may fall and might forget which way to go, but Brent Cooke says these pigs keep their eye on a special prize. 

Brent Verbatim 

“All the animals race for cheese doodles.”  

The potbelly pigs are the fastest in the bunch but not the only animals to race.  Goats and geese take part in the fun too.  Next year’s North Carolina State fair will bring a new set of hooves to the track.  The pigs from this year will live at Circle C (SEE) Farms once the season is over. The pig races are a hit at the fair and everyone seems to have a great time. For JOMC 21, I’m Amy Graham.
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