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The University of North Carolina has lots of famous landmarks. There is the Bell Tower, the Old Well and Sutton’s Drug Store.   Sutton’s has been on Franklin Street in Chapel Hill since 1923.   The setup of the store has changed over time, but it has always had a soda fountain. Owner John Woodard says it is the reason for Sutton’s success. 

John verbatim:

“So many of the people that come in to visit with us or do business with us are here mainly to eat more than they are to do drug store business”.  
Sutton’s is a popular lunchtime stop for students, professors and some other more recognizable U-N-C faces.  Michael Jordan, Matt Doherty, and many football and basketball players are customers. It’s not just lunch that brings a crowd to Sutton’s.  Breakfast starts at 7:00 in the morning and Woodard says the same people are at the counter nearly every day. 

John Verbatim:

“A lot of the older people who mainly come in during the morning…they call themselves the Sutton’s coffee club.  We have a lot of those regulars that are in every morning.  If they aren’t here we figure somebody’s sick or something has happened or there has to be a real good reason for them not to be here”.

There are six members of Sutton’s Coffee Club and most of them have been customers for thirty years.   All it takes to be a member is a personalized Sutton’s coffee mug and a good sense of humor.  Jim Crisp says their morning meetings are just for fun.  

Jim verbatim:

“We talk about what happened the night before and for some of these guys nothing ever happens…so there is not much to talk about.” 

Sutton’s menu has anything from cheeseburgers and crinkle cut French fries to milkshakes made the old fashioned way.  If your thirsty, an authentic cherry or vanilla coke mixed right in front of you might hit the spot.  Chapel Hill residents explain there is an appeal to Sutton’s that keeps them coming back. Victoria Gless has been eating at the soda shop for 38 years. 

Victoria verbatim:

“I love that is has remained the same over time. So in a world of really, really fast change you can always come back here and find your basic something yummy to eat…something bad for you…. A milkshake whatever and its light and your friends are here and it’s very comfortable”.  

Speed Hallman says Sutton’s offers a nice change of pace.  

Speed Verbatim:

“I like is because I think its comfort food.  I come in here after a stressful day and sit down and have one of their burgers and a coke and it relaxes me.  It’s a true Carolina place too with the athletes on the walls and the Sports Illustrated covers and you’re looking out on Franklin Street, I mean you just can’t beat it for the atmosphere”.  

Sutton’s Drug Store is not just a landmark.  The simple food, familiar faces and 

old-fashioned surroundings make Sutton’s a favorite place to sit and stay a while.  For JOMC 21, I’m Amy Graham.  
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