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At the core of Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar is a fatal error and assumption made by one of the main characters.  Brutus’ assumption of Caesar as a potential tyrannical leader leads to other vital errors and failures that fuel the action of the play, and eventually leads to Brutus’ death.   


Brutus plots with other characters in the play to kill Caesar based on his assumption that once Caesar is on the throne, he will be overcome by the glamour of his power and lead Rome tyrannically.  Brutus, a strong republican, says that he “loves the name of honor more than [he] fears death,” and will therefore be willing to sacrifice his life in order to kill Caesar for the “general good” of Rome ( I. ii. 88-89, 85) .  Brutus fears that once Caesar is crowned, it “might change his nature” and “disjoin remorse from power” (II. i. 13, 18).  He feels that the risk Rome faces with having Caesar as their leader is a risk too great to take.  This assumption of Caesar’s character and his decision to end his life is Brutus’ most important error in the play.  Caesar’s death only brings about more evil and trouble for Brutus and his companions, as well as spurns off several more important errors that affect the lives of many in the play.   However, Brutus does not make this fatal decision alone.  


Cassius, one of the co-conspirators of Brutus in the plotting of Caesar’s death, convinces Brutus of his ability to overcome Caesar.  Cassius flatters Brutus, convincing him that Caesar’s name is no more powerful than Brutus’ and that he should rise up against him.  Cassius says that he does not understand why Caesar’s name should “be sounded more than [Brutus’].”  He says to:

Write them together: [Brutus’] is as fair a name. Sound them: it doth become the mouth as well.  Weigh them: it is as heavy. Conjure with’em: ‘Brutus’ will start a spirit as soon as ‘Caesar’. (I. ii. 144-147) 

  Cassius’ flattery of Brutus gives him the extra influence he needs in order to make his decision to kill Caesar because of his potential tyrannical reign. 

Caesar himself also aids in Brutus’ decision to kill him by beginning to show the signs of leadership that frighten Brutus the most.  Immediately before Caesar is killed, he is asked to reconsider the banishment of a countryman.  Caesar tells Brutus and Cassius that “men are flesh and blood, and apprehensive; yet in the number [he knows] but one that unassailable holds on his rank, unshaked of motion, and [he is that one]” (III. i. 67-70).  Caesar’s speech here reaffirms the confidence and power Caesar will exert once he is in power, and that gives Brutus enough fuel to carry out the undue fate against Caesar.  


However, after Brutus makes the decision to kill Caesar, other subsequent errors are also made that stem from that one resolution.  Many of these errors have to do with Brutus’ decision not to kill Mark Antony along with Caesar.  Brutus feels that if they do kill Antony, their “course will seem too bloody” (II. i. 162).  Nevertheless, his decision not to kill Antony eventually will lead to his own death.  

The first way that his decision not to kill Antony turns on him is during the speeches at Caesar’s funeral.  Brutus makes two large mistakes in this scene.  His first mistake is letting Antony speak at all, and his second mistake is letting him have the last word.  Brutus’ speech at the beginning of the funeral convinces the countrymen “not that [he] loved Caesar less, but that [he] loved Rome more” (III. ii. 21).  The countrymen respond by asking for a statue for Brutus and by saying that “Caesar’s better parts shall be crowned in Brutus” (III. ii. 51).  However, their loyalty to Brutus is fiercely erased by Antony’s speech, which questioned the reasons behind Caesar’s murder.  Antony reminds the countrymen that they “all did love him (Caesar) once [and] not without cause” and says that “it is not meet you know how Caesar loved [them]”(III. ii. 102, 141).  After Antony’s speech the countrymen vow that they “will be revenged” and want to “burn the house of Brutus” in order to avenge Caesar’s death (III. ii. 203, 232).  


This scene reveals many mistakes made by Brutus after he makes the decision to kill Caesar due to his fear of a tyrannical leadership.  Brutus allows Antony to speak, therefore allowing him to stir up the hearts of the people against Brutus and his followers.  Also, by allowing Antony to speak after him, Brutus’ sentiments and instructions are forgotten and the countrymen become susceptible to Antony’s plans to win their emotions and their power.  After Antony’s speech, the countrymen become enraged with Brutus and his companions and only want to see their defeat and death.  One other point that is evident in this scene is the reactions of the countrymen to the different speeches of Brutus and Antony.  They prove that they are a degraded people and that they could never exist in a republic because they are so easily swayed.  Therefore, Brutus killed Caesar for republic that never could have existed.  


Brutus’ decision that he thought would benefit Rome and ensure “peace, freedom and liberty” actually brought on more chaos and violence and ended with his own death (III.i. 110).  His view of Caesar as a tyrant and the decision to murder him was actually the worst error Brutus made during the course of the play.  All of the other errors he made stemmed from this one core error.  However, all of the errors and bad decisions worked together to ensure justice for Caesar’s death and hope for Rome.  

