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RUSS 001: Beginning Russian, first semester, Fall 2004
About the Course

This is the first half of a thorough year-long introductory course in elementary Russian. In the course of the year, we will cover all the basics of Russian grammar, including all six cases, verbal conjugation, and verbs of motion. This course is also designed to have a strong oral and written component, so that by the end of the first year, students should be able to communicate in Russian well enough to get by should they travel to Russia. 


The sections meet:

RUSS 001, section 001
MWRF
9:00a-9:50a 
           

Dey 412
Instructor: Biljana Belamarić
Office Hours: TBA, Dey 314

Email: bbiljana@email.unc.edu
RUSS 001, section 002 
MWF 

10:00a-10:50a 

Dey 402 

      



R

2:00p-2:50p

            Dey 412

Instructor: Eleonora Magomedova 

Office Hours: TBA, Dey 416
Email: emagomed@email.unc.edu
Office phone: 962-7551

Home phone: 933-3760

RUSS 001, section 003
MWRF
1:00p-1:50p

            Howell 100
Instructor: Melissa Kotačka
Office Hours: TBA, Dey 314

Email: mak@unc.edu
Materials

Nachalo, Book 1 

Nachalo, Workbook and Laboratory Manual for Book 1 

Audio materials with Nachalo and in listening lab

Grade Distribution:




Grading Scale:
15% Attendance, participation, preparedness 
A+ 99-100
A 93-98       A- 90-92
10% Quizzes 





B+ 88-89
B 82-87       B- 80-81
15% Homework assignments



C+ 78-79
C 72-77       C- 70-71
20% Tests





D+ 68-69
D 62-67       D- 60-61

15% Midterm Oral Exam





F < 59

25% Final Exam








Course Requirements
Attendance, participation, preparedness
As with achievements in sports or music, language proficiency is acquired through daily practice.  Towards that purpose, this course meets four times a week, with a goal to provide you with daily practice.  For this reason, attendance is mandatory.  If you must miss a class, please call or email your instructor or the office BEFORE that class.  Each unexcused absence will result in six points being taken away from the attendance grade, with seven unexcused absences resulting in a failing grade for attendance.
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However, the attendance and participation grade will be calculated not only on the basis of your presence in class, but also on the basis of how much and how well you are prepared, and how willing you are to participate in oral class activities.  A good attendance record and active class participation are not only important components of your final grade, but, more importantly, are also essential to your learning.
Readings for each class are listed on the syllabus.  Before every class, you should thoroughly read the sections to be covered and try to understand, learn, and commit to memory as much of the material and new vocabulary as possible. Please come to class prepared to ask questions on anything you do not understand.  When you have done the reading in advance, class time can be used more efficiently and we will all have more fun actually speaking Russian instead of talking about speaking Russian.  Of course, you are encouraged to ask questions in class or talk to your classmates about material that you still do not understand after reading through it on your own. 

Quizzes


A quiz testing your knowledge of new vocabulary will be given at least once per chapter.   This may consist of new vocabulary and phrases, as well as translations from English to Russian and Russian to English.
Homework assignments
There is a homework assignment with each class section.  These assignments are due on time unless you have prior approval from your instructor.  Late assignments will be graded accordingly, and will not be accepted after the corresponding chapter test. 
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Your textbook is accompanied by a CD, which relates to the reading texts in the (hardback) textbook.  In addition, there is also a set of tapes available only through the Language Lab (104 Dey Hall) for the exercises in your workbook and laboratory manual. In using the language lab tapes, you may either work with the tapes in the listening lab or you may bring in your own blank 60-minute tapes and receive copies free of charge.  The lab allows you to make two tapes at a time.  In addition, if CDs are your preferred auditory medium, you may take a blank CD to be copied in the language lab free of charge or you may purchase a copied CD for $2 per lesson.
Tests


You will have one test for each chapter, which will include concepts and vocabulary from the units you have been studying. Any missed test will receive an automatic zero. If you have any conflicts with scheduled test dates, please let your instructor know well in advance so that an alternate test time can be arranged. 

Midterm Oral Exam

Since languages are used for communication, the course and instructors place a special emphasis on oral usage of Russian.  The midterm exam, preceded by a day of oral practice, consists of exercises similar to the ones practiced in class throughout the semester.   Students can choose to take the midterm exam with the instructor during her office hours, or during class time on the day that the midterm is scheduled.  Students take the midterm individually, and the students who take the midterm during the instructor’s office hours will not need to come to class on the day of the midterm.  If a student misses the midterm without making prior arrangements with the instructor, the midterm will earn an automatic zero.
Final Exam
The final exam is at 12 noon on Friday, December 10th, 2004. Exam location will be announced at a later date.  The final exam will consist of an oral and a written exam.  The oral will be structured like the midterm exam, and the written will resemble the chapter tests.  
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The Honor Code and Russian 001
The Honor Code is, as always, in effect in this course. The following sections explain what is expected of you in terms of meeting the standards of the Honor Code. If you have any questions about these matters, please do not hesitate to ask. 

The Instrument of Student Judicial Governance requires that you sign a pledge on all written work ("On my honor, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this assignment [quiz, exam, etc.]")  Please understand that your name signed on your test papers counts as a pledge. 

Tests and quizzes - All tests and quizzes in this course are to be taken without the assistance of books, notes, or other people. You may, of course, study with your classmates before tests and are encouraged to do so. This is an excellent way to prepare for exams and it's also great for your Russian. You will be expected to conduct yourselves according to the Honor Code during all tests and exams. In the event that someone must make up a test or exam, do not discuss the test/exam with other students until after everyone has taken it. 

Homework assignments - You may consult with your classmates about homework assignments, but you should never copy another student's homework. If you have questions or difficulties with the assignments, however, feel free to ask your classmates or instructor for an explanation. 

On-line translation aid - No on-line translation assistance is permitted. 

Additional Recommended Reading
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Students may also wish to purchase the book English Grammar for Students of Russian by Edwina Cruise. This inexpensive paperback, available in the Bookstore, provides an excellent explanation of English grammatical concepts and how these constructions relate to the Russian constructions you will be learning in this course. This book is especially good for students whose grasp of English grammar may not be that firm. 

It is not necessary for you to purchase a Russian-English dictionary at this time but you may wish to do so. The Oxford Russian Dictionaries are highly recommended. Oxford publishes a variety of dictionaries ranging from less expensive paperback pocket dictionaries to more complete and expensive hardback ones. Keep in mind that your textbook contains English-Russian and Russian-English glossaries which are suited to the demands of this course. 

Important Web Sites:

http://langintro.com/rintro/toc.htm - This is an excellent site for helping you with the letters of the alphabet and their pronounciation... Please review a little bit every day. 

http:/www.auburn.edu/~mitrege/RWT/Nachalo/index.html/ - Online exercises that follow the Nachalo textbook are available for extra practice of the concepts in the book.  The instructor will accept a student’s Internet homework only after the student has corrected the homework according to the answers automatically provided and after the student has explained why a certain answer needed correction.  
http://masterrussian.com - Free grammar lessons, useful vocabulary words and phrases, helpful tips on learning the Russian language, and links to similar sites. 


The instructors may point out other websites as they become relevant and available. 
Top 10 Tips
for Excelling in Class
and in Language Learning
10. Language acquisition is a gradual and cumulative process; therefore, it is very important that you attend all sessions.
9. Come to class prepared, with completed homework, willing to participate and test newly acquired knowledge, and put theory into practice.  
8. Take notes when going over material at home and bring the notes to class for discussion.  
7. Do not be afraid to ask questions the moment they arise and do not let them accumulate.

6. Keep all your graded work until the end of the semester.

5. Listen to the recordings carefully and often, repeating after the native speakers and trying to imitate them.
4. Pace yourself: study every day and set realistic goals (for example, 10 words a day). 

3. Review the grammar of English or other languages you speak in order to make it easier to relate principles of Russian grammar to what you already know.
[image: image6.wmf]2. Use mnemonic devices to memorize vocabulary; think of new words in terms of how they are like or unlike other words (maybe even unrelated words) which you already know in English or other languages.
1. A good way to study vocabulary is to review it late at night, right before bed, in that state between being awake and asleep, and then to review it first thing in the morning, before becoming completely awake.  Another good method is to use new vocabulary to make creative sentences that put them in a memorable context (this is also great for learning new grammar).
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