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There are three separate data sets on my website that may be of interest to participants in this Workshop.

*1.
GUBERNATORIAL ELECTIONS DATA, 1977 to DATE

This data set includes the following information for each of the state gubernatorial elections held since 1977 across the 50 states.  For the candidates - their party, position [elected office or occupation], percent of the primary and general election votes, and the amount they reported spending in the campaign.  There is also data indicating how many voted in the general election, the total amount all candidates spent in the election, and the cost per general election vote in the state.

My co-researcher on this data set is Jennifer Jensen currently in the Dept. of Political Science at SUNY-Albany, on leave from Bucknell University.     jjensen@albany.edu 

*2.
U.S.OFFICIAL JOB APPROVAL RATINGS DATA

This data set includes job approval ratings for presidents, US senators and governors from state level public opinion polls.  For the elected official, the job performance ratings are listed as the percent positive and the percent negative.  These are not "favorability" ratings but how well the respondents perceived the official performing his or her job.  The following data is provided for each individual poll - the polling organization, dates the poll was in the field, size and type of sample involved, type of question asked and the response sets for the answers.

While I was the main collector of the gubernatorial job approval ratings over the past decade, we have been assisted by an NSF grant to expend the data collection to include presidential and US senatorial job approval ratings in state level polls.  The "we" in this are - Richard Niemi of the University of Rochester and Lee Sigelman of George Washington University and myself.  Jennifer Hora and Jennifer Anderson, Ph.  D. candidates at UNC-Chapel Hill have provided considerable assistance to this project.

*3
GUBERNATORIAL POWER DATA

This data set is based on the gubernatorial power indexes that first were developed by Joseph Schlesinger of Michigan State in his chapter on "Governors" for the book Politics in the American States first published in 1965.  In 1983, I was asked to pick up that chapter and have extended that gubernatorial power index approach since.  The most recent edition of this book was in 1999 and published by CQ Press.  There was a partial December 2000 update in CQ's State Fact Finder 2001 edited by Kendra Hovey.  When available, a few other partial indices are included. 

The indexes are of two types: institutional power ratings of the governorship and the personal power ratings of individual governors.  The institutional power ratings go back over all four decades and include such specific institutional indices as - the number of other separately elected executive branch officials in a state, gubernatorial tenure potential, appointment power, budget power, veto power, and political party control.  The personal power ratings are of more recent vintage [1990s] and include such specific individual political indices as - the incumbent governor's most recent electoral mandate, the governor's position on the state's political ambition ladder, the personal future of the governor in terms of holding that office, and the gubernatorial job performance as measured in state level public opinion polls.

Assisting me on moving these individual studies onto the website has been Greg Pettis, a Ph.D. candidate at UNC-Chapel Hill.

