COST OF VIRGINIA GUBERNATORIAL ELECTIONS, 1977-1997


3/22/01

*A.  Campaign Expenditures per Election Year


Total Spending
Total Spending
Total #

Cost per Vote

Year
    Reported
[in 2001$]

Votes Cast
  [in 2001$]

1977
  4,250,600
12,320,580
1,250,597
  9.85

1981
  5,275,000
10,203,095
1,419,755
  7.19

1985
  8,133,357
13,289,799
1,343,090
  9.89

1989
21,730,000
30,822,695
1,787,131
17.25

1993
13,507,697
16,432,721
1,781,644
  9.22

1997
17,676,573
19,255,526
1,736,314
11.09

*B.  Type of Election 



Primary?

Winner , Party, % and
Winner

Year
# C

D
R
Margin of Victory

$ percent

1977
4
Y-3
N
John Dalton, R
56  +13
      43.8

1981
2
N
N
Charles Robb, D
54  +13
      46.4

1985
4
N
N
Gerald Baliles, D
55  +10
      51.7

1989
4
N
Y-2
Doug Wilder, D
50  +  2
      31.6

1993
4
N
N
George Allen, R
58  +17
      40.5

1997
3
N
N
Jim Gilmore, R
56  +13
      58.5

� Total Spending [in 2001$] is the reported amount converted to February 2001 dollar equivalents to control for the effect of inflation.  Based on the Consumer Price Index-Urban with 1982-84 = 1.000, the February CPI-U = 1.758.  To determine each year's 2001$ value, that year's CPI-U was divided by the February 2001 1.758 value.  1977 CPI-U [.606] in 2001$ was .345; 1981 CPI-U [.909] in 2001$ was .517; 1985 CPI-U [1.076] in 2001$ was .612; 1989 CPI-U [1.240] in 2001$ was .705; 1993 CPI-U [1.445] in 2001$ was .822; 1997 CPI-U [1.613] in 2001$ was .918.  Then, the amount spent in each year was divided by that year's 2001$ CPI-U figure to get the 2001$ equivalent spent.


� All Virginia gubernatorial elections are for an open seat as the governor is limited to a single term.


� Y = yes there was a primary and the winning point margin; N = no primary.


� Number of candidates in election process.


� After the winner's name and party affiliation is the percent of the total vote he received, and the victory margin.





