Table 7-5
Governors' Institutional Powers
2007
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SEP
TP
AP
BP
VP
PC
TOTAL
SCORE









GIP

______________________________________________________________
AL
1
4
3
3
4
2
17
2.8
AK
5
4
3.5
3
5
4
24.5
4.1
AZ
2.5
4
4
3
5
2
20.5
3.4
AR
2.5
4
3
3
4
5
21.5
3.6
CA
1
4
4
3
5
2
19
3.2
CO
4
4
3.5
3
5
4
23.5
3.9
CT
4
5
2.5
3
5
2
21.5
3.6
DE
2.5
4
3.5
3
5
3
21
3.5

FL
3
4
2.5
3
5
4
21.5
3.6
GA
1
4
2
3
5
4
19
3.2
HI
5
4
2.5
3
5
1
20.5
3.4
ID
2
4
2
3
5
4
20
3.3
IL
3
5
3
3
5
4
23
3.8
IN
3
4
2.5
3
2
3
17.5
2.9
IA
3
5
3
3
5
4
23
3.8
KS
3
4
3
3
5
2
20
3.3
KY
3
4
4
3
4
2
20
3.3
LA
1
4
3.5
3
5
4
20.5
3.4
ME
5
4
3.5
3
2
4
21.5
3.6
MD
4
4
2.5
5
5
4
24.5
4.1
MA
4
5
3.5
3
5
5
25.5
4.3
MI
4
4
3.5
3
5
2
21.5
3.6

MN
4
5
2.5
3
5
2
21.5
3.6
MS
1.5
4
2
3
5
2
17.5
2.9
MO
2.5
4
3
3
5
4
21.5
3.6
MT
3
4
3
3
5
3
21
3.5
NE
4
4
3
4
5
3
23
3.8
NV
2.5
4
3.5
3
2
3
18
3.0

NH
5
2
3
3
2
4
19
3.2

NJ
5
4
3.5
3
5
4
24.5
4.1
NM
3
4
3
3
5
4
22
3.7

NY
4
5
3.5
4
5
3
24.5
4.1

NC
1
4
3.5
3
2
4
17.5
2.9
ND
3
5
3.5
3
5
4
23.5
3.9

OH
4
4
3.5
3
5
2
21.5
3.6
OK
1
4
1
3
5
3
175
2.8
OR
2
4
3
3
5
4
21
3.5
PA
4
4
4
3
5
3
23
3.8
RI
2.5
4
3
3
2
1
15.5
2.6
SC
1
4
2
2
5
4
18
3.0
SD
1
4
2
2
5
4
18
3.0
TN
4.5
4
4
3
4
3
22.5
3.8
TX
2
5
1
2
5
4
19
3.2
UT
4
5
3
3
5
4
24
4.0
VT
2.5
2
3.5
3
2
2
15
2.5
VA
2.5
3
3.5
3
5
2
19
3.2

WA
1
5
3.5
3
5
4
21.5
3.6
WV
2.5
4
4
5
5
4
24.5
4.1
WI
3
5
2
3
5
3
21
3.5
WY
2
4
3.5
3
5
1
18.5
3.1
50 avg.
2.9
4.1
3.0
3.1
4.5
3.2
20.9
3.5

SEP - Separately elected executive branch officials: 5 = only governor or governor/lieutenant governor team elected; 4.5 = governor or governor/lieutenant governor team, with one other elected official; 4 = governor/lieutenant governor team with some process officials (attorney general, secretary of state, treasurer, auditor) elected; 3 = governor/lieutenant governor team with process officials, and some major and minor policy officials elected; 2.5 = governor (no team) with six or fewer officials elected, but none are major policy officials; 2 = governor (no team) with  six or fewer officials elected, including one major policy official; 1.5 = governor (no team) with six or fewer officials elected, but two are major policy officials; 1 = governor (no team) with seven or more process and several major policy officials elected.  [Source: CSG, The Book of the States, 2007 (2007): forthcoming].

TP - Tenure potential of governors: 5 = 4-year term, no restraint on reelection; 4.5 = 4-year term, only three terms permitted; 4 = 4-year term, only two terms permitted; 3 = 4-year term, no consecutive election permitted; 2 = 2-year term, no restraint on reelection; 1 = 2-year term, only two terms permitted.  [Source: CSG, The Book of the States, 2007 (2007): forthcoming].

AP - Governor's appointment powers in six major functional areas: corrections, K-12 education, health, highways/transportation, public utilities regulation, and welfare.  The six individual office scores are totaled and then averaged and rounded to the nearest .5 for the state score.  5 = governor appoints, no other approval needed; 4 = governor appoints, a board, council or legislature approves; 3 = someone else appoints, governor approves or shares appointment; 2 = someone else appoints, governor and others approve; 1 = someone else appoints, no approval or confirmation needed.  [Source: CSG, The Book of the States, 2007 (2007): forthcoming].

BP - Governor's budget power: 5 = governor has full responsibility, legislature may not increase executive budget; 4 = governor has full responsibility, legislature can increase by special majority vote or subject to item veto; 3 = governor has full responsibility, legislature has unlimited power to change executive budget; 2 = governor shares responsibility, legislature has unlimited power to change executive budget; 1 = governor shares responsibility with other elected official, legislature has unlimited power to change executive budget.   [Source: CSG, The Book of the States, 2007 (2007): forthcoming and NCSL, “Limits on Authority of Legislature to Change Budget” (1998). 
VP - Governor's veto power: 5 = governor has item veto and a special majority vote of the legislature is needed to override a veto (3/5's of legislators elected or 2/3's of legislators present; 4 = has item veto with a majority of the legislators elected needed to override; 3 = has item veto with only a majority of the legislators present needed to override; 2 = no item veto, with a special legislative majority needed to override a regular veto; 1 = no item veto, only a simple legislative majority needed to override a regular veto.  [Source: CSG, The Book of the States, 2007 (2007): forthcoming].

PC - Gubernatorial party control: The governor's party - 5 = has a substantial majority (75% or more) in both houses of the legislature; 4 = has a simple majority in both houses (under 75%), or a substantial majority in one house and a simple majority in the other; 3 = split control in the legislature or a non-partisan legislature; 2 = has a simple minority (25% or more) in both houses, or a simple minority in one and a substantial minority (under 25%) in the other; 1 = has a substantial minority in both houses.  [Source: NCSL webpage].
Total - sum of the scores on the six individual indices.  Score - total divided by six to keep 5-point scale.

