Hi everyone,

As I was writing my vows, I went through all of my old e-mails to Jocelyn for inspiration (yes, I have every single one of them since 1998). Along the way, I found a few which were very touching, but I did not have room to incorporate into my vows. Here are some of the ones that stand out for me.
Michelle

“Jocelyn, you are too good to be true. And I don’t say that in a negative way. It’s just that even if I had imagined the most perfect and ideal person for my life, you have surpassed that beyond all my possible imaginations. You really astound me. Like I could never have even *dreamed* up a more perfect you, or even a fraction.”
“When I woke up this morning, the first thought in my mind was how much I love you. The thought was, ‘I love Jocelyn.’ And I told myself to stay in bed a little while longer to relish that. I fell asleep, woke up a half hour later, and the thought entered my mind again. And it was so pleasant and warm and satisfying that I said to myself again, stay a little while longer and just think about it and relish it. I fell asleep, and a half hour later, I went through the same thing, although after a couple minutes, I had to get up and tear myself away from thoughts of only you.”
“I am so deeply committed to you. I don't need a commitment ceremony or anything like that to vow that I will always love you and will always be here for you. I will not leave you. You are the most precious aspect of my life. You are the one I love with all of my heart and all of me. The only thing that could possibly happen to tear myself away from you is the unlikely event that I die, which is not likely because I am expected to live until I am 94. That is taking into consideration almost every major factor of death. And I know, that even if I am on the verge, you give me reason to try harder b/c I want to be with you, whereas before, if I am in pain, I'd rather have just given up. Like when I am in pain, ie. flu, food poisoning, cramps, etc., and the pain is such that what runs through my head is, ‘I feel like I'm dying,’ (I know this is kind of a tangent, but follow my idiosyncrasies), then the next thing that runs through my head is, ‘Oh, let me die instead of feel this pain. Please, let me die.’ And the last few times, instead of saying that, I tell myself no, I cannot say that b/c I have to live for you, to be with you and grow old with you. So even the silly times that I really do believe that I am dying, then I tell myself not to sleep in case I slip into unconsciousness and really do die, and that I must keep myself awake and alive. This is just a quirky example to show you how much I love you. Sometimes I have weird ways of expressing my love. I swear to you that I will do everything in my power to be with you and stay with you. You and our relationship is my number one priority. I care for you so deeply. I know it's scary to take the step of trusting, of not quickly protecting yourself against all potential harms, and I appreciate your trust and belief in me and your efforts in our relationship. Our relationship evolves, and that is what makes our relationship so deep and strong.”
