INFORMATION TO USERS

This manuscript has been reproduced from the microfilm master. UMI films
the text directly from the original or copy submitted. Thus, some thesis and
dissertation copies are in typewriter face, while others may be from any type of
computer printer.

The quality of this reproduction is dependent upon the quality of the
copy submitted. Broken or indistinct print, colored or poor quality illustrations
and photographs, print bleedthrough, substandard margins, and improper
alignment can adversely affect reproduction.

in the unlikely event that the author did not send UMI a complete manuscript
and there are missing pages, these will be noted. Also, if unauthorized
copyright material had to be removed, a note will indicate the deletion.

Oversize materials (e.g., maps, drawings, charts) are reproduced by
sectioning the original, beginning at the upper left-hand comer and continuing
from left to right in equal sections with small overlaps.

Photographs included in the original manuscript have been reproduced
xerographically in this copy. Higher quality 6° x 9" black and white
photographic prints are available for any photographs or illustrations appearing
in this copy for an additional charge. Contact UM! directly to order.

ProQuest Information and Leaming
300 North Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-1346 USA
800-521-0600

®

UMI






THE GRAMMAR, ORTHOGRAPHY, CONTENT,
AND
SOCIAL CONTEXT
OF
LATE PRECLASSIC MAYAN PORTABLE TEXTS

By

David F. Mora-Marin

A dissertation submitted to
the University at Albany, State University of New York
In partial fulfillment of
the requirements for the degree of

Doctor of Philosophy

College of Arts and Sciences
Department of Anthropology
2001



UMI Number: 3034877

Copyright 2001 by
Mora-Marin, David F.

All rights reserved.

®

UMI

UM! Microform 3034877

Copyright 2002 by ProQuest Information and Learning Company.

Ali rights reserved. This microform edition is protected against
unauthorized copying under Title 17, United States Code.

ProQuest Information and Leaming Company
300 North Zeeb Road
P.O. Box 1346
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-1346



The Grammar, Orthography, Content,
and
Social Context
of

Late Preclassic Mayan Portable Texts

By

David F. Mora-Marin

COPYRIGHT 2001



ABSTRACT

In this study I describe and analyze the orthography, grammar, and possible
linguistic affiliation of a subset of Late Preclassic texts present on inscribed jade and
stone preciosities. The topic is framed within an historical anthropological interactionist
approach that applies the following ethnohistorical methods: art history, archaeology,
paleography, epigraphy, and linguistics. I focus on the application of the paleographic,
epigraphic, and linguistic methods, and use the results to draw out implications for the
sociocultural and linguistic history of Mayan civilization, specifically concemning the
history of the Mayan script and its orthographic conventions, the linguistic affiliation of
the earliest Mayan texts, the social context for the diffusion of Mayan writing in the
Mayan region.

After providing the necessary sociocultural, linguistic, and epigraphic background
for the study of early Mayan writing (Chapters [-III), I present three epigraphic case
studies focusing on the study of portable texts from the Classic (A.D. 200-900) and Late
Preclassic (400 B.C.-A.D. 200) periods. The first (Chapter [V) consists of a study of the
grammatical structure of the dedicatory formula of inscribed Classic pottery vases. The
second (Chapter V) consists of a study of the grammatical structure, content, and context
of the texts on Early Classic jade plaques. And the third (Chapter VT) consists of a
detailed description and analysis of the signary and grammatical structure of a small
subset of portable Late Preclassic Mayan texts.

[ conclude that the earliest Mayan portable texts exhibit the same basic
orthographic conventions as later Classic texts, that they represent Ch'olan or Yukatekan
languages, that they mainly contain examples of the dedicatory genre. [ then discuss the
results from the case studies and their implications for the sociocultural context of Late
Preclassic Mayan civilization (Chapter VII), as well as for the sociolinguistic context of

Late Preclassic Mayan hieroglyphic writing (Chapter VIII).
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