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Adding Suffixes

Adding Suffixes

Adding suffixes is one of the most important things in Thamil grammar. The
rules for adding suffixes will be used in a large majority of the remaining
lessons. The rules presented below aren't all the rules, but they are the more
commonly used ones.

Suffix Addition Rules
1. If the suffix begins in a vowel sound and the word ends inan o , <, V or | ,

insert a A in between.
2. If the suffix begins in a vowel sound and the word ends in an M, M, C X,
X, or XS, insert a T in bewteen.
3. If the suffix begins in a vowel sound and the word ends in an C sound, and...
a. If the word is made of 2 short letters, insert a T in between.

b. If the word is not made of 2 short letters, drop the —C and add the

suffix.
4. If the suffix begins in a vowel sound and the word is made of 2 short letters,
with the 2nd letter being a consonant, then double the 2nd letter and add the
ending.

o Otherwise, join the word and suffix as they are.

So far, we've come across 2 instances of adding suffixes. The first time
was forming a question. Not coincidentally, each sentence ended in a
consonant, so the last rule was used. Then came present tense verbs, where a

verb suffix was added to "verb root + pr/ffp ". Since fUW and fpr both end
in a consonant, the last rule was used again.

These rules for adding suffixes will always apply unless otherwise
specified.

Compound Subjects

Now let's try examples using the ending for compound subjects.
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Compound Subjects
For each member of a compound subject, the suffix —Ck is added to each word.

Since compound subjects refer to more than 1 person or thing, the subject
thus becomes plural.

Suffix Examples:
1. j kgpAk jq 1 TAK nthffuwhufs = "Younger brother and younger

sister give."
- Jkg -a -ck=jkgAk
- Jqif -a -ck=jgnfTAK
2. mkkhTk ehDk cl thfDNth = "Mother and | sit."
- mkkh -t -ck=mkkhTk

- ehd -ck=ehDk

a. ehDk KhLk XLFNwhK ="The bull and I run."
- ehd -ck=ehDk
- KL -ck=KkhLk
b. eAk gRTk ghufﬂwufs ="You and the cow see."
- & -a —Ck=eAk
- R -t -ck=0RTk
4. MZK ngsz cl thprthS = "The male and the female sit."
- M=z -ck=MZk
- NgZ -ck=ng=zZKk

3.

\erbs - Future Tense

Future Tense

Once you have a handle on which verbs are strong and which verbs are

http://www.unc.edu/~echeran/paadanool 2 1/24/2004



Thamil Paadanool, Chapter 2 by Elango Cheran

weak, putting verbs into the future tense shouldn't be too hard.

Future Tense - Weak Verbs
For pronouns (other than MJ/M B ), verb root + T + verb suffix

Ex:

- eqfs XLtufs ="You will run."

- mtd JjgFthd ="He will sleep.”

- mtufs NgREthuFsh? = "will they speak?"

- eha ehmsfF clthUK ="The dog will sit tomorrow."

Future Tense - Strong Verbs
For pronouns (other than MJ/M B ), verb root + gg + verb suffix

Ex:

- € nfhLgghan? = "will you give?"
o mEt FbFfFK ="They will drink."

- eqfs vgNf trggufs? = "where will you live?"
- ehqfs rmkgNghk = "we will cook.”

More Verbs

More Weak Verbs

NgR talk
Cc= rhggL eat
TUKG like
vOJ write
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More Strong Verbs

el walk
Fb drink
rok cook
Lug live
, U be

"All" / Listing Subjects / "Or"

"All"

For the English word "all", there are two words. One word is used for
people, and one word is used for non-people things.

“All"
VyNyh Uk everyone
Vyyh k everything

To translate the word "all" when it is used as an adjective in English, insert
one of the two words above after the things/people it describes. Ex:

o mej khLfs vyyhk J}C{Fk= "All of those cattle will sleep."

- Foen Jfs vyNyhUk ,dW 1 sahLthufs = "All of the kids
will play today."

Listing Subjects

When the subject of a sentence is a compound subject, 2 things or people
are referred to. To refer to many things at the same time, you put the words in
a list.
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Forming A List
1. Separate each item with a comma, then place VyNyhU k/wyhk at
the end.
2. Separate each item with a comma, then insert kWWk before the last word.

Other Meanings Of —ck
The suffix —CK can also be used to mean "even" or "also". Ex:

- MtufSk jko gbffwhufsh? = "Do they too read Thamil?"
0 mej rpdd ngsz gbfprhS="Even that litte girl reads."

llorll

To use the word "or" in the subject of the sentence is easy. To do that, just
insert the word "MYY-J" between the two words. Ex:

o rej pUd myyJ thghy ra kgghd = "Chanthiran or Gopal will

cook."

It is probably more proper to use "mny " in a compound sentence,
especially if the 2 subjects take differently verb suffixes. Ex:

- mts elgghs myyJd mtd elgghd. = "She will walk, or he

will walk."

"MYY-J" can also be used with verbs. Ex:

- mtufs elgghufs myyJd XLEhFs ="They will walk or run."

Ordinal Numbers / Dates

Ordinal Numbers
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Ordinal numbers are used to describe something's position relative to
others. In other words, these are an object's rankings or placings.

by Elango Cheran

Ordinal Numbers

To turn a number into an ordinal number, add the ending — MtJ.

The only exception is the ordinal number for 1, which is Kj yhtJ. Here

are the first 10 ordinal numbers:

Ordinal Numbers 1-10
KjyhtJd first
,uzZ IhtJ second
%dwhtJ third
ehdfhitJ fourth
lejhtJd ffth
MwhtJ sixth
VohtJd seventh
viihtd eighth
xdgjhtJd ninth
gjjhtJd tenth
= irregular
Dates

The only exception to using ordinal numbers, as they are, is when naming

dates such as "February 29th" or "August 13th".

Naming A Date

When naming a date, the suffix "— M K" is added to the number. The word ij ¥
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follows the number.

The word ijﬂ means "date". Click learn about Thamil months and seasons.
Some examples of dates (using English months):

- Ngg&tu , Ugjnjhdgjhk Njji="February 29th"
o MTfrl gj%dwhk NjJi="August 13th"
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