Topics for:  Art and War




Due: Monday. September 29
Each group is assigned one of the following topics.  Your group will be responsible for introducing the topic to the class, including as many possible sides of the issue as time will allow.  You may take as much as 20 minutes to introduce the topic.

1. The Iraq Museum, Baghdad


Find one “good” article detailing the event and at least one internet site detailing the 

current state of the problem.

2. The Elgin Marbles


Find two articles, one presenting a Greek and the other a British (or international) 

perspective.

3. Nazi Looting and Holocaust Era Provenance Research.


Read a selection from The Rape of Europa : the fate of Europe's treasures in the Third Reich 

and the Second World War, by  Lynn H. Nicholas.

Find an article detailing a specific (relatively current) case of ‘looted’ art.

4. Spolia

Define the term for the class.  Present at least two examples, including an article or book for each. 

Suggested articles: 

Zwierlein-Diehl, Erika. "Interpretatio christiana": Gems on the Shrine of the three Kings in Cologne,” Studies in the History of Art, v. 54 ('97) pp. 62-83.

Meredith, Jill. “The arch at Capua: the strategic use of spolia and references to the antique.” Studies in the History of Art v. 44 ('94) pp. 108-25.


Direct the ensuing class discussion on issues such as Spolia, Loot, Appropriation, 

Theft, Protection, Collecting, Lending, etc.  (all students are expected to participate 

in the discussion)

