Typical Greek Temple Plan and Terminology
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Anta:  The slightly thickened ends of the lateral cella walls. Columns placed between the antae, as in the pronaos or opisthodomos of a temple, are said to be in antis.  The anta is thought by some to represent the petrified form of what was originally a wooden facing applied to the mudbrick ends of porch walls in primitive Greek architecture. In the Ionic order, the side returns of the antae typically lack offsets from the wall. The ancient term is probably parastas.

Cella (or Naos):  The inner, main chamber of a temple. Greek term: Naos.  This chamber containing the image of the god was the principal part of the temple. Generally, the cella received its light through the open door alone, but sometimes there was also an opening in the roof or possibly windows on either side of the door.

Colonnade or Peristyle: A series of columns, usually equally spaced, arranged in a straight line or in a geometric shape, such as a square, rectangle or circle.  Colonnades were normally roofed. The Roman name for a roofed colonnade was a portico. A colonnade surrounding an area, such as a court or a temple, is referred to as a peristyle.
Crepidoma: The solid mass of stepped masonry serving as the visible base of a building, especially a Greek temple.  The crepidoma usually consists of three steps, but this is not the obligatory number. In a temple only the two lower steps are called the stereobate; the top step, from which the column springs, is called the stylobate. In large temples these steps were too high for practical use, and a flight of smaller steps or a gradual sloping ramp was provided at the principal end of the temple.

Opisthodomos: The porch at the rear of a cella, which often served as a back entrance. (Also the place where offerings to the temple were stored)

Peripteros: a temple completely surrounded by a colonnade supporting the entablature.

Pronaos: In the Greek temple, the porch, portico, or entrance-hall to the temple proper or cella.

Pteron: A colonnade on the flank of a temple and projecting like a wing.

Pteroma: The space or aisle formed between the colonnade surrounding a cella and the cella wall.
Stereobate: The lower two steps of the stepped foundation of a Greek temple (which is known as the crepidoma.)

Stylobate: The top step of the stepped foundation of a Greek temple (which known as the crepidoma) from which the columns rise
* All definitions are derived from The Perseus Encylopedia, which can be found online.

(http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.04.0004)

