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Immigrant Youth Give Back to Community
Pa'lante members to present at UNC health conference

     Far from simply taking from the community, Hispanic immigrant youth can contribute in a vital way, if adults will just let them. That will be the
message two teen members of Pa'lante, a Spanish language youth media
organization based in Chapel Hill and Carrboro, hope to impart as part of a
panel in the 29th Annual Minority Health Conference taking place on Friday,
February 29 at UNC's Friday Center in Chapel Hill. 
     
      The panel, titled Community Healing through Youth Empowerment, will
feature young people from three youth organizations discussing how their
work enhances the entire community.
     
      Pa'lante members William Funes, who immigrated from El Salvador seven years ago, and Felipe Labrada, who came from Columbia nine years ago, hope to inspire the audience of public health officials to involve youth in
public health initiatives.
    
      "The number one goal of Pa'lante is to make the community healthy by
keeping them informed about activities and issues that will help them grow
as individuals and a community as a whole," said Labrada, who participates
on Pa'lante's weekly Spanish-language radio program, Radio Pa'lante. 
      

      "In Pa'lante, we play music and go on fun trips, but we also spend a
lot of time talking about what we need to do to have a healthy community,"
said Funes. "Last week, we talked with a lot of Latinos about drinking and
driving rules, and gave out a lot of information. And we've interviewed
people on Radio Pa'lante about mental health and spending your money
carefully."
     
       The youth panel represents the first time that youth will present at
the conference, according to Anthony Fleg, the UNC medical student who
designed the session. "Youth are often overlooked as a resource," Fleg said.   
     
      Pa'lante Director Laura Wenzel concurred, adding that simply asking
youth for their opinion in a public setting can make a difference.
     
     "Participating in the panel is one of the many things that I am
thankful to Pa'lante for because it gives me the chance to improve myself
and help others in my community," said Funes, a high school freshman who met with Fleg for two weeks to work on his presentation.
     
         Both Funes and Labrada are students at Carrboro High School.
     
 
Youth from the Coharie Smoke Free Hawks, based out of the Dunn
community of Harnett County, where a large portion of the Coharie Indian
Tribe resides, and the Durham Innercity Gardeners, a youth-driven urban
market farm business, will also participate on the panel. 

####

Editor Note: The panel will take place from 2:45 to 4 at the Friday Center
on NC Hwy 54 in Chapel Hill. 


