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*** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE***
TO: UNC Chapel Hill Media

DATE: Nov. 27, 2006
Native Health Initiative (NHI) and Student Health Action Coalition (S.H.A.C.) to Join Forces
CHAPEL HILL, NC:  In the first health-focused event of the University’s 2006 celebration of American Indian Heritage Month, the Native Health Initiative (NHI) hosted a well-attended event in Bondurant Hall on Monday afternoon. In addition to home cooked traditional Navajo food and Dr. Ronny Bell’s talk on “Health Issues Facing American Indians in North Carolina, an announcement was made that NHI will become a project within the Student Health Action Coalition (S.H.A.C.). A student-run UNC organization that includes students from each of the health professions schools on campus, S.H.A.C. has worked for decades to better the health of the medically underserved, and is excited to have an outreach program to reach American Indian Communities in the state. NHI, a much younger organization that began in 2004 to connect health professions students with tribal health leaders for summer projects aimed at tribe-identified health needs, is equally excited about the partnership.

Anthony Fleg, a coordinator for NHI and Dr. Adam Goldstein, a UNC family physician and faculty mentor for NHI were obviously pleased with the event. Anthony stated, “We had people from all corners of campus here in attendance, which is symbolic of the interdisciplinary focus of NHI and a great sign of what S.H.A.C. will bring to NHI.
He added that “the more that we, the community of those who are invested in service on this campus, can connect with each other, the greater our collective work will be,” Anthony noted, citing NHI’s additional informal partnerships with many other entities on campus (AMSA, CCPS, Campus Y, APPLES, American Indian Center, ECHO, and NC-HCAP).

Anna McCullough and Greg Larson, the current student leaders of S.H.A.C. were both in attendance on Monday. Speaking for S.H.A.C., Anna said “NHI will be a great way to move S.HA.C. forward, increasing our ability to connect UNC students with communities throughout our state.”

Shannon Fleg, a UNC employee with the Health Promotion and Disease Prevention program who works on tobacco advocacy in NC’s American Indian communities, in addition to serving as an NHI coordinator, was solely responsible for the traditional food served at the event. “It was great to bring my Navajo traditions to UNC’s campus,” she said with a smile. On a more serious note, she stated, “It is clear from the statistics presented by Dr. Bell that American Indians in this state are suffering poor health across the spectrum, and while today’s event is a happy occasion for NHI, these saddening numbers should remind us that there is much work to be done.”
Dr. Ronny Bell, a member of the Lumbee tribe and an epidemiologist with Wake Forest University’s School of Medicine, painted a picture of the health status of the state’s 108,000 American Indians. “In many areas we are failing,” he said, citing the state’s report card for health disparities, a measurement by which American Indian communities consistently have higher rates of chronic disease, poorer quality of life, and less access to health care than other North Carolinians. Slides from his presentation can be found on NHI’s website: www.unc.edu/~flega.
Amongst the 45 in attendance at the event were people representing a broad spectrum of the campus community: Lynn Blanchard, Eileen Hannan and Amy Gorely (Carolina Center for Public Service), Danny Bell and Tol Foster (American Studies/American Indian Studies), Larry Chavis (School of Business), Georgette Dent, Bonnie Yankaskas and Adam Goldstein (School of Medicine), Victor Schoenbach and Laurie Ringaert (School of Public Health), Pamela Wells (School of Dentistry), Sue Young and Candace Lowry (School of Nursing), Joel Thomas and Matt Callahan (Nourish International, a non-profit associated with the Campus Y), Alice Ammerman and Diane Ward (UNC/CDC program on Health Promotion and Disease Prevention), and Karen Stone (UNC NIH Roadmap project).
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