Clinical Research Seminar
Psychology 256 - Fall 2004

Instructor: Marilyn Hartman, Ph.D.

Office: Davie 256

Email: hartman@email.unc.edu

Phone: 962-3987
Class Meetings: Tuesdays 9-11:30 A.M. Davie 261
Office Hours: By appointment

Objectives and Goals

The goal of this course is to increase the student’s competence in designing, conducting, and
evaluating psychological research. Specific objectives are: (1) mastery of basic design elements of
quantitative research methodology; (2) acquisition of the ability to evaluate a body of research and to
present findings in an AP A-style manuscript; and (3) development of an initial understanding of
professional and ethical issues in the conduct and publication of research in clinical psychology.

Course Requirements and Format

Course requirements were developed based on a clear teaching philosophy and course
objectives for student learning. Class time will be spent primarily in lectures, discussion and individual
presentations. Since this is an upper-level course in which discussion is central, you will need to read a
lot and prepare for each class period in order to participate very actively in class. Also, because we
meet just once a week, the reading assignments are sometimes lengthy - do not attempt to do all the
assignments in one sitting. Final grades are based on the following:

Requirement Evaluation
Class participation 15%
Written article critiques 15%
Written critique of classmates’ literature review 10%
Midterm exam 20%
Final paper: Literature review 40%

Reading Assignments

The course readings include research articles and chapters available at the course website in
Blackboard. [The only exception are the excerpts from Galvan (2004), a copy of which will be in a
folder on my office door. Just borrow to photocopy as needed.] To access the course website, go to
http://blackboard.unc.edu, log in with your ONYEN name and password, and click on the course
name.

Note that reading assignments on the course syllabus are subject to change. For instance, I will
be adding articles written by our faculty as examples of various types of research designs and statistical
approaches. There may be other changes along the way as well.

Research Journal
From the very beginning of the semester keep a lab notebook or journal. You don’t have to
have a lab to keep one. There should be two types of entries in the journal.
=  The first is a sort of Dear Diary of research-related thoughts and experiences. Record activities
such as meetings with your advisor, thoughts about things you have read, ideas for research
projects, critiques of papers, diagrams depicting your model for how some psychological




phenomenon works, notes of issues you want to read or learn more about or articles you want to
read, things you want to discuss with your advisor, other faculty members, me or the class, etc. In
general, keep your journal with you when you are reading or writing. You needn’t develop
flowing prose, just enough to keep track of your train of thought. Each week there should be at
least one entry of this type.
= The second type of entry are the specific journal assignments listed on the course schedule below.
Some of these assignments [ will ask you to submit electronically to me on the day they are due.
Others are simply to be recorded in your journal.
In addition to reviewing specific assignments as indicated above and in the class schedule, I
will also take up your journals to review on two occasions during the semester. I suggest that you use a
loose-leaf notebook for the journal. When I have your journal to review, you can be making entries on
pages you’ll add to your journal once I have returned it. I will use your journal to judge whether
you’ve been thinking about your research (and that of others) and have been completing assignments.

Written assignments

A variety of written assignments are to be completed for this course. Some of them pertain to
the development of your own research ideas and preparation for writing a literature review. Others
have the goal of developing your ability to understand and evaluate empirical research. An additional
assignment involves providing written feedback to one of your classmates on his or her draft of the
final paper.

The final paper consists of an integrated literature review on a topic of your choosing. During
the semester you will start to read broadly in the research area of your advisor’s expertise and in the
course of the semester narrow down your reading to identify a paper topic that is interesting to you and
appropriate in scope. This paper may become the introduction of your masters thesis or second year
project. At the very least it should be topically related, if only loosely, to your thesis or second year
project.

Overlap of class requirements and your work with your advisor. The assignments for this
class that are related to your research should overlap at least partially with the work you are doing
outside of class and in conjunction with your advisor. (If this is not appropriate in your case, you may
consult with me more extensively about the class assignments.) In addition to the course requirements
regarding the development of a literature review, however, you should be setting aside time to work on
your research as if it were a class of its own. Schedule the time, and it will happen.

Midterm exam

The midterm exam will cover material presented in class, readings and assignments. The goal
of this test is to help you consolidate the information that you’ve been learning (concepts, terms,
etc...), apply it to problems, and use it to interpret existing literature, compare and contrast varying
perspectives or solutions, and analyze the possible options for a given research problem. The format of
this exam is largely essay and applied problem-solving.

Class Participation

You will not get much out of this course unless you come to class prepared and use class time
to engage with the material we’re considering. I’m looking for thoughtful input that indicates you’re
trying to help yourself and others become better researchers and that you’ve worked on the small
assignments given in connection with readings. Brilliance is not required. If you are shy about
speaking up in groups, this is the time to start working on it. In vivo exposure is effective. If I don’t
hear from you frequently, I’1l call on you and ask questions about readings or the topic of discussion at
the moment.




A note: My hope is to create a supportive environment in the classroom, so that you begin to
develop an intellectual community that includes not only your advisor’s lab group but also classmates
with interests in other areas of clinical psychology. Overall my role and that of your fellow students in
our class meetings is to support you in the process of your learning to think of yourself as a researcher
and writer.

Honor code: The principles of academic honesty, integrity, and responsible citizenship govern the
performance of all academic work and student contact at the University. Your acceptance of
enrollment in the University presupposes a commitment to the principles embodied in the Code of
Student conduct and a respect for this most significant Carolina tradition. Your reward is in the
practice of these principles.

Your participation in this course comes with the expectation that your work will be completed
in full observance of the Honor Code. Academic dishonesty in any form is unacceptable, because any
breach in academic integrity, however small, strikes destructively at the University's life and work. If
you have any questions about your responsibility or the responsibility of faculty members under the
Honor Code, please consult with someone in either the Office of the Student Attorney General (966-
4084) or the Office of the Dean of Students (966-4041).

Note: I expect you to be consulting with your advisor throughout the semester as you work on
your research and complete readings related to your research. For instance, you may be getting help
from your advisor to identify readings for your literature review and to discuss the direction of your
research. Nevertheless, all written critiques, as well as the literature review are to be completed
independently, unless otherwise indicated in class or in this syllabus. If you are unsure about whether
to discuss an assignment with your advisor or other people, please check with me.

Class Schedule

Class 1 August 24 Introduction
Reading assignment
Hayes (1998)
Class 2 August 31 The Scientific Process

Reading assignments
Shadish et al. (2002), Chapter 1 (pp. 1-12, 26-32)
Dunbar (1995), Chapter 2
Neimark, J. (August, 2004).
Elbow (1998), part of Chapter 2, pp. 13-19.
Meltzoff (1998), Chapter 1
Galvan (2004). Chapter 3. (Note: This reading is available on my office door.)
Writing assignments
1. (Journal Entry) Write a brief description of the broad topic you plan to read about this semester (e.g.,
marital therapy, social cognitive deficits in schizophrenia, coping with pain) plus some subareas that
you might explore in more detail (Consult with advisor, by all means). Please email to me.
2. (Journal Entry) Construct a list of the most relevant journals to this research literature.
3. (Journal Entry) Use free-writing to explore some ideas of interest to you in your broad topic area.
4. (Journal Entry) Identify an initial list of articles to read (approx. 10). This may include a mixture of
empirical studies (including articles authored by your advisor, classic articles, recent important
articles) plus additional review articles or book chapters. If you have already acquired background in
your research area, then develop a list of an additional 10 articles to read. Please email to me.




Class 3 September 7 Research Design and Validity
Reading assignments

Kazdin (2003). Chapter 5

Kazdin (2003). Parts of Chapters 2 and 3 (pp. 22-35, 55-66)

Eusis-Lang & Reveles (in Meltzoff, 1998).

Optional reading with additional tips on critiquing an article:

Galvan (2004), Chapters 4-5. (Note: This reading is available on my office door.)

Writing assignments
1. Prepare a written critique of Eusis-Lang & Reveles.
2. (Journal Entry) Look over (e.g., read superficially) your list of articles, prioritize your more careful
reading of the articles, and organize into suptopics if possible. If you have time start to read from this
list in more detail, taking notes on each.

Class 4 September 14 Research Design and Validity
Reading assignments
Kazdin (2003), rest of Chapters 2 and 3 (pp. 36 — 54, 66-81)
Mook (1992)
Shadish et al. (2002) pp. 462-474.
Gaye-Schloffen & Nussbaum (in Meltzoff (1998)
Writing assignments
1. Prepare a written critique of Gaye-Schloffen & Nussbaum.
2. (Journal Entry) Continue reading and taking notes on articles.

Class 5 September 21 Research Design
Reading assignments
Kazdin (2003). Part of Chapter 7 (pp. 184-202)
Shadish et al. (2002). Parts of Chapters 8 and Chapter 9 (pp. 246-257, 269-278, 294-313)
Exemplar article # 1
Added: Baucom et al. 2003
Writing assignments
1. Written critique of exemplar article.
2. (Journal Entry) Continue reading and taking notes on articles.

Class 6 September 28 Research Design
Reading assignments
Shadish et al. (2002), Chapter 4, and excerpt from Chapter 7 (pp. 103-134; 156-161)
Baron & Kenny (1986).
Exemplar article # 2
Writing assignments
1. Written critique of exemplar article.
2. Journal Entry: Expand your list of articles to read this semester. Try to make it as complete as
possible, incorporating everything you expect to include in your literature review. This list (and its
length) should be discussed with your advisor. Please email to me.



Class 7 October 5 Midterm Exam
Reading assignments
Exemplar article # 3
Written assignments
1. Written critique of exemplar article.

October 12 University Day No Class

Class 8 October 19 Treatment and Prevention Designs
Reading assignments
Kazdin (2003), Chapter 14
Kendall et al. (1999)
Stiles et al. (1999)
Galvan (2004), Chapters 6-8. (Note: This reading is available on my office door.)
Written assignments: None

Class 9 October 26 Measurement
Reading assignments
Kazdin (2003), Chapter 13
Dawis (1999)
Haynes (1999)
Written assignments
1. (Journal Entry) Complete your list of references you plan to cite directly in your literature review.
Please email to me.
2. Find a published article on the development of a new scale. Read and prepare a written critique.

Class 10 November 2 Measurement
Reading assignments
Cone (1999).
Peng et al (1997)
Exemplar articles # 4 and # 5
Gopen & Swan (1990).
Written assignments
1. Written critique of one of the exemplar articles

Class 11 November 9 Statistical Methods, Power, Secondary Analyses
Reading assignments
Kazdin (2003), Chapters 15 -16
Hallahan & Rosenthal (1996)
Rosnow & Rosenthal (1996)
Exemplar article # 6
APA Publication Manual, Chapter 2.
Written assignments: None (but note that literature review draft is due next week)

Class 12 November 16 Ethics and Diversity
Reading assignments
Sue et al. (1999)
Kazdin (2003), Chapter 17
Exemplar article # 7



Elbow, P. (1998): pp. 237-263
Written assignments
1. Complete draft of literature review and send electronic copy to me and class. Include an abstract.

Class 13 November 23
Reading assignments:

Read both of your fellow students’ literature reviews.
Written assignments

1. Written feedback on one of the literature reviews.

Class 14 November 30 Where to From Here?
Reading assignments
Bolker, Chapters 3, 4, 5, and 8
Tesser (2000).
Hartman (2004). Thesis tips
Written assignments
1. Journal Entry: Prepare a timeline/work plan for spring semester. Please email to me.
2. Journal Entry: Free-writing for developing an idea piece about their future directions. Also, prepare
a brief oral presentation on the direction for next semester (how to narrow topic for thesis, where the
ideas come from; what additional literatures you need to read).

**%* Thursday December 9 Final paper due at noon **%*
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