CLASS CONTRACT:  

SPANISH CONVERSATION FOR HERITAGE LEARNERS


Spanish 252  (old Span23, section 2) for Heritage Learners
Fall 2006/mack
date and time:  12:00  Monday/Wednesday/Friday

room: Hanes 002
text:  Roca, Ana, Nuevos Mundos, Lectura, cultura y comunicación.  Curso de español para bilingües, 2nd. edition, 2005.

instructor:  
Julia Cardona Mack



Senior Lecturer and Coordinator for Spanish 255
	Undergraduate Bulletin Course Description.  Span 255.

	Prerequisite, SPAN 204 or equivalent.  Development of oral proficiency while increasing awareness of Hispanic culture. Emphasis is placed on building vocabulary and addressing problematic grammatical structures. Not open to native speakers.




NOTICE THAT THE GENERAL SPAN 255 COURSE IS NOT FOR HERITAGE SPEAKERS!!!   SPAN 255, section 2  IS currently THE ONLY COURSE FOR NATIVE SPEAKERS AT THIS LEVEL!!!
Course goal

· to develop balanced bilingual speakers

Course objectives

· to practice speaking Spanish in an environment that encourages self expession and collaboration

· to develop the language skills of self monitoring and self correction 

· to learn to enjoy all aspects of bilingualism

· to explore the history of Spanish speakers in the United States

· to research the current state of the Spanish language and the lives of Spanish speakers 

Philosophy of the course

A conversation course seeks to improve the ability of the learner to produce spoken messages that are 
(1)grammatically correct, 
(2)pragmatically coherent, and 
(3)effective.  
All conversation classes encourage speaking, researching topics for discussion, reading for meaning, writing to prepare materials for debates and …well, conversations that will have a particular purpose, messages that will create an impact and cause some sort of effect on the listener.   In all of this, Spanish Conversation for Heritage Learners is the same as any other conversation course.

How is it different?  This course is designed specifically for "native speakers" because you do not process Spanish the same way as students who have learned the language in the classroom.   As a result, the grammar that we study, the situations where we are likely to use the language and the purpose for which we will use it, are different and will be reflected in the choice of textbook, and the syllabus for the course.  

The textbook is written for bilingual students in US universities.  We are all aware that language learning is a life-long task, that we don't have a "language pill" that instantly or over a period of therapy, will make us fluent speakers, but if your English expression is at the level of a native English speaker of comparable age and experience, then your Spanish should be too.  This is the goal of our textbook, and of our course: "to help you to communicate more effetively and with more confidence with others…[to] encourage you to explore and observe other corners of your own community, and perhaps to see your own world in a different light."  (Nuevos Mundos, To the student)

Evaluation and Grading
The final grade for the couse will be divided among the following:
20%     quizzes and unnounced checks
20%     2 partial exams 
10%     homework and preparation for class
20%     final exam
30%     oral participation in class and attendance

the official grading scale is 
91.5 + ...     = A 
89.5 - 91.49 = A- 
87.5 - 89.49 = B+ 
81.5 - 87.49 = B 
79.5 - 81.49 = B- 
77.5 - 79.49 = C+ 
71.5 - 77.49 = C 
69.5 - 71.49 = C- 
67.5 - 69.49 = D+ 
59.5 - 67.49 = D 
59.49 -...    = F
Since this is a conversation course, being in class to 'converse' with your classmates is essential for improvement.  You have three absences that will not need excuses, but will serve for any emergency or university business.  After the third absence, every one will reduce your final grade by 2 precentage points.  
Activities in class

As part of our course, we will have "visits" from guests who will share their experiences as Spanish speakers and with Spanish speakers in the United States.  These visits are marked on the syllabus.  All students are required to attend.

Everyone will also be responsible for guiding one discussion.  All discussions are marked on the syllabus as well.  The grade for this discussion will be part of the 30% "oral participation in class…."  
