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Forty years after its introduction in the federal government, the NEA continues to serve as catalyst for ingenuity and creativity. In 1995, the national organization bestowed an estimated $37 billion in economic activity to artists, scholars, and cultural arts institutions in the United States. 

The National Endowment for the Arts is an independent agency created by the National Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities Act of 1965.  The NEA enriches the diversity of thought and cultural expression by “supporting works of artistic excellence, advancing learning in the arts, and strengthening the arts in communities throughout the country.” 

By creating an incentive for artists, the national organization enriches the quality of artwork in thousands of cultural institutions, public museums, and metropolitan centers in the nation. 

The NEA is widely supported by the federal government, including state agencies, non-profit organizations and local charities. For every federal dollar awarded to arts programs, the NEA and other organizations raise an average of $11 in other public and private monetary allowances to sponsor the arts programs in public schools and nonprofit organizations. 

Congress established the NEA and the National Endowment for the Humanities in September 1965 at the request of President Lyndon B. Johnson. President Lyndon B. Johnson (D). Though critics and members of congress warned that the endowments would restrain creative thought, the president believed that the federal government should play a role in encouraging the creative talents of the nation. 

Recently, the two federal programs that bestow grants to artists, scholars and cultural institutions in the U.S., have been the focus of recurring debates. 

As part of a pledge to voters to downsize the government, Republicans in Congress are seeking to cut or eliminate what they see as programs of government waste. The NEA and NEH are high on their list. 

Approximately one-third of the American public shared the republican's interests to minimize government spending on arts programs, such as the National Endowment for the Arts. However, there is a growing population of artists who do not share the republicans' interests. 

They contend that the agencies generate rewards that far exceed their small cost, help build and support arts programs in schools and rural areas across the country, and 
invigorate the cultural life of the entire nation. In addition, they contend that the agencies generate incentives for “original, creative work” and help build and support arts programs in schools and rural areas across the country. 

The endowments are defended by a wide array of artists, cultural organizations, celebrities and liberal groups. They contend that the two agencies help build aesthetic appreciation and community support for arts programs across the country. According to an publication published recently in a news database, approximately 41 percent of American adults participated in an arts event in 1992.  Participation included attendance at a jazz or classical music festival, art museums or galleries, operas, plays or ballets.    

