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1. Identify the three Roman writers whose work still survives.

a. After the Persian and Peloponnesian Wars, Roman drama is reduced in magnitude and prominence.  The surviving works of Rome’s most famous playwrights include, Platus, Terence, and Seneca.  In chronological order beginning in 254 B.C., each playwright contributed one or more works to the Empire.  

i. The work of Platus includes twenty-one plays: Amphitryon, The Braggart Warrior, The Rope, and The Twin Menaechmi.  The last is the best-known Roman comedy; others portray the repeatable pattern of Italian drama.  For example, Roman drama frequently employed stock characters, such as a braggart warrior or pedantic clown.  This is clearly repeated in The Braggart Warrior.  Another Roman convention is the use of identical twins for comic effect; the play The Twin Menaechmi likely employed masks as the Greeks did in Dionysian festivals.  As Plautus’s last surviving work, The Twin Menaechmi is about mistaken identity.  

ii.  Terence produced six polished and carefully structured plays in the time spanning 190-159 B.C. 

iii. Seneca wrote tragedies that are well known to the Elizabethan writers, such as Marlowe and Shakespeare.  His tragedies included plays about murder, bloodthirsty action, horror, ghosts, and long, bombastic speeches that are comparable to the character of Polonious in Shakespeare’s Hamlet.  His most famous plays include The Phoenician Women, Medea, Agamemnon, and The Trojan Women, which originated before his death in 65 A.D. 

2. What is one central reason for the decline of classical drama in ancient Greece?

a. Above all economic and political decline led to the gradual disappearance of drama in ancient Greece.  In the era spanning 480 B.C. and 321 B.C., several wars led to the gradual decline of the arts, literature, and drama.  A confrontation between adversaries—the Persian army and the Greek city-state—devastated the Athenian economy as playwrights and young actors were drafted into the collective politics of warfare.  In addition, the Peloponnesian War in 431 B.C., and the Corinthian War in 395 B.C. questioned the city-state’s sovereignty in the Mediterranean.  

3. Define a troupe and identify the earliest known example of one.

a. A troupe is an interpolation into or expansion of existing liturgical text.  The earliest known example is called the quem quaeritis, which translates to “Whom seek ye?” in Latin.  It is found in the dialogue of an Easter Mass, which was sung in a monastic settlement in Switzerland.  

4. Briefly explain how medieval drama is religious in nature.

a. In Medieval Europe, drama spread the message of the Roman Catholic Church in a language that the commonwealth of England could understand.  Many of the plays are dramatizations of the Church and its message.  The first known example of dramatic performance of biblical text is the quem quaeritis.  Miracle plays, written on the subject of miracles performed by saints, developed in the twelfth century and focused on the portrayal of the Virgin Mary and St. Nicholas.  

5. What was the role of trade guilds in medieval drama?  

a. Guilds enjoyed political power and authority in medieval Europe.  The craft guilds, or professional organizations of workers in the same craft, such as carpenters and wool merchants, began producing plays that could be performed during the feast of Corpus Christi.  

i. Guilds contributed the craft, or mystery play to Europe.  

