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With the one year anniversary of September 11th in mind, the Ackland Art Museum at UNC-Chapel Hill is helping local citizens take a closer look at Islam. “Word and Worship: Approaching Islam through Art” is one of five exhibitions the museum displayed in what is known as Ackland’s “Five Faiths Project” sponsored by the Henry Luce Foundation. The project also displayed exhibits on Christianity, Buddhism, Judaism and Hinduism. The Islamic exhibition, the focus for the 2002 fall semester, concentrates on three major themes in the religion: the Qur’an, calligraphy, and prayer. The exhibit includes prayer mats, photographs, devotional books, and other symbols of the faith such as hilyas and other rare calligraphy, both modern and historical. The museum hopes the exhibition will be a catalyst for the community to learn more about a religion that is widely popular and widely misunderstood. The exhibition will come to a close on December 29th.
