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I.  Introduction

LibRes Assistant is an open source project that is designed to help students, faculty, and other researchers conduct research in libraries.  The system consists of a web based research tool that allows users to save the results of their searches into a database.  LibRes Assistant is designed for use in academic, corporate, and public libraries.  This tool will be helpful to anyone who is conducting research including students, faculty, and other patrons. The purpose of this program is to help the field of information technology by providing an open source research tool to facilitate the process of conducting research, saving results, and organizing resources.  

This document will help you to understand how the LibRes Assistant works.  The following sections provide detailed instructions for installing and using the program.
II. Procedure
LibRes is a web-based application that can be integrated into a web browser. The system is an interface that is designed to help the research process.  The results are stored in a SQL database that is configured by the individual user. The program can be used on multiple platforms including Windows, MacOS and Linux. 

   Download

· The program can be downloaded by clicking here.  DOWNLOAD
· Open the README file before trying to use LibRes Assistant.   

   Install

· Open the INSTALL file and installation should begin automatically.  The installation guide will assist you in configuring the program to work with your local servers and systems.  
· You can choose either the NORMAL INSTALLATION or the CUSTOM INSTALLATION. 
· The NORMAL INSTALLATION is the best choice if you are using this on your personal computer or a very small network.  
· If you are a librarian or administrator, you should choose the CUSTOM INSTALLATION. This will walk you through the process of selecting the features that best suite your needs.  You can configure the system to work with your local network, servers, and databases.  

· Configuration Instructions (continued)

   Using LibRes Assistant
· Open the LibRes Assistant
· The open screen should look like this: 

· (Screen Shot of System)

· Select NEW RESEARCH to open a new database and begin the research process
· The system can track searches from electronic databases, computer files, and Internet search engines.  Choose which type of search you are conducting by clicking on the appropriate category.

· Conduct a search

· Using the mouse, highlight the result that you would like to save in the new research database.  Select SAVE RESULT.  
· You will have the option to save the query, URL, citation, entire document, or section of the result.  Pick any or all of the options that you choose. 
· The results should now appear in the database.  

· Save the results locally or to a disk for access.  

  Research Tasks
· This section will explain individual tasks and sub tasks for all of the actions that users can take.  This will include screen shots of the menu, fields, links, and other options.  
III. Project Management
Using the LibRes Assistant requires frequent testing and updates due to the nature of the project In order to ensure that this system is functioning adaquetely, the following testing software is recommended:

   Software Testing 

· Load Runner vendor is a tool that checks the server and client to make sure that the system can handle the load request.  (Aptest, 1994)

· HTML Power Tools by Talicom is a set of tools that check HTML for accuracy, format, and spelling.  

· HTML Validator by WDG validates HTML documents and pages online for free. 

    Database Generation

· SQL Tuner by Embaradero will help you understand SQL and build better databases.  

    Bug Tracking

· AceProject by Websystems is a free bug tracking software that can identify problems and bugs in the code.

     Version Control
· The current version of this project is 1.0.  New versions can be identified by the change in the 0.  

· In order to keep track of all the changes to this project, a CVS will be used to keep a master copy on a server.  This will merge all available updates to ensure that everyone has access to the progress of this project. 
III. Support Materials
The following materials are provided to help you with various aspects of the project.  Please consult these support materials before contacting the project administrator. 
    FAQ

· List of Frequently Asked Questions
   Help Tips
· List of helpful tips for using LibRes Assistant
   Resources

· List of additional resources
· Online Forum
· Troubleshooting
· Examples
   Glossary of Terms
· A glossary containing detailed definitions of all the technical terms used in the document
Index
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