Kelly Wilkie
INLS 247

9/7/04

Special Libraries Assignment #1: The Park Library


For this assignment I chose to interview the librarian, Barbara Semoche, at The Park Library, which is located in the School of Journalism and Mass Communication at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in Carroll Hall.  This 5,000 square foot facility opened in July 1999 and was named after Roy H. Park.  

During the interview, Barbara described the purpose and goals of this special library.  The purpose of The Park Library is to meet the research needs of students and faculty in the school. The primary clients are the students and faculty at the School of Journalism and Mass Communication.  During the interview, Barbara was very explicit in outlining the four main goals of the library.  The first goal is to select, acquire, catalog, store, and manage materials for mass communication teaching and research.  The second goal is that the library must use state-of-the-art technology to serve as a teaching and research facility for students.  The third goal is to provide space for collections and services.  The fourth goal is to provide information displays that promote trends and issues in the journalism and mass communication profession.  These goals are outlined on the library website at http://parklibrary.jomc.unc.edu.
Barbara Semonche is the only full-time librarian at The Park Library.  She does have seven undergraduate and graduate students in the School of Journalism and Mass Communication that are employed part-time in the library. During the interview, Barbara described her many duties.  She is the library staff administrator.  She is in charge of cataloging materials, making textbook requests, maintaining audio and visual collections, maintaining serials, providing research support and bibliographic instruction, teaching classes on database searching, archiving the school’s reports and publications, and creating and maintaining the library’s web page.  She is also required to keep up with the latest trends in the field of Journalism and Mass Communication.  There are also displays of special collections in windows outside The Park Library which hold interesting items and collections of materials related to the field of journalism and mass communication.  
Barbara is also in charge of managing the budget.  The majority of the money in the budget is spent on newspapers and serials, reference materials, and the library staff. The budget total for the year 2004 is $60,000. Here is The Park Library Budget for 2004 that is taken from the website at http://parklibrary.jomc.unc.edu/budget2004.html
	

	
	Year
2004
2003
2002
2001
Newspapers/Serials

$20,000

 

$19,000

 

Reference Materials

$14,000

 

$13,000

 

Online Databases

$10,000

 

$12,200

 

Binding Journals

$1,000

 

$1,000

 

Supplies

$1,000

 

$1,000

 

Travel

$3,000

 

$3,000

 

Library Staff

$11,000

 

$10,000

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL
$60,000
$61,000
$59,200
$58,280


	
	


During the interview, Barbara described The Park Library collection that consists of over 5,000 books and monographs, 235 serials, 140 bound serials, and 400 videocassettes. There is also a computer lab with twelve computers and access to online databases for students and teachers to use.  The Park Library also has an impressive multimedia lab.

For professional reading, Barbara is constantly reading journals and professional publications that relate to the field.  She also looks for information to keep up with the latest trends in her field.  She is also active in the Special Libraries Association, the Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication, and the National Press Club.
Barbara is also involved in creating informational pieces for students and staff to use with their research and studies.  These include pathfinders on a variety of topics and other informational pieces that provide help and instruction for students and faculty.  She is also in charge of organizing and giving scheduled guided tours of The Park Library, which is open to visitors on a regular basis.
After the interview, I was surprised that Barbara is the only full-time librarian.  She seems to be extremely busy and many responsibilities.  The library atmosphere is professional and the physical workspace is ideal.  The library is very organized and is very important to the School of Journalism and Mass Communication.  I was impressed with her organization, knowledge, expertise and all of the hard work that she does to keep The Park Library successful.  Her work is obviously very helpful to the students and faculty at the School of Journalism and Mass Communication. 
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