Starting married life in a bed of roses

By Katie Vick 
Daily Times Intern 
Interested in having an outside wedding but not sure of the place to have it? The Wilson Rose Garden offers a beautiful and romantic setting that is turning the heads of many brides-to-be. 
The rose garden, located on the front lawn of the Operations Center on N.C. 42 East features approximately 1,000 roses bushes, including 154 different varieties 
Since its creation, various attractions have been added to enhance the garden, making it more appealing in the eyes of couples in search of a place to hold their wedding ceremony. 
"The romance of the rose is the main attraction," said Rufus Swain, chairman of the Rose Garden Committee. "They connect romance and rose, and I think people are attracted to it because of that." 
Swain said the Wilson Rose Garden was actually designed with weddings in mind. "Fayetteville and Raleigh have a steady procession of weddings in the summer in gardens, so we designed this garden for that," he said. 
Here comes the bride 
Frank and Regina Pridgen were married at the first wedding in the Wilson Rose Garden April 30, 2000. Regina said she had been watching the rose garden through the newspaper and realized when she got engaged that there had yet to be a wedding there. 
"I said, 'Well, when the time comes, if no one has gotten married there yet, I'll be the first one," she said. "I'd wanted to be the first one there anyway. I'd always loved roses, and I didn't want a great big fancy wedding in a church." 
The Pridgens were married in the archway closest to the parking lot. She rented 60 chairs and seated everyone at the ceremony nicely. "I had a few people standing, but no one complained," Regina said. "Even with a bad sinus infection, all I could smell was roses. I couldn't have picked a better day or better place to have my wedding." 
The only downside to their wedding was the fact that it was the first wedding to ever take place at the rose garden. "No one knew exactly what needed to be done," she said. "I couldn't tell anyone what needed to be done." 
The Wilson Rose Garden Committee has since taken care of that problem. Today, when couples need guidance in planning their wedding at the rose garden, Stephanie Williams, who works with the city, is available to help them. 
"I answer questions," she said. "I tell them what other girls have done with their weddings." 
Darrell and Anya Capps were also married in the rose garden. The bride and bridegroom, along with the minister, maid of honor and best man stood in the gazebo for their traditional ceremony. 
Anya Capps wanted her wedding in the rose garden because she liked the atmosphere created by the garden. "I'm an outside person, and I wanted something a little different," she said. "It's more open and romantic." 
Setting up the garden for their wedding was simple. The couple rented a tent and chairs to accommodate their guests. They decorated the gazebo with balloons and bows. The only flowers they had to purchase were the ones Anya carried. "The garden's flowers decorated itself," she said. 
Weddings in the Wilson Rose Garden are generally cheaper than those in churches. For four hours, the garden can be rented for $100. A security deposit must also be paid, and that price is set by the director of the rose garden. However, if the garden is kept in good condition, the deposit is refunded after the wedding. 
"It's the cheapest wedding in town," Swain said. 
Rita Atkinson got married at the rose garden June 23. She agreed that the cost of having a wedding there was reasonable. "The rate was very good," she said. 
Her wedding took place at the pergola. Atkinson doesn't think that the having her wedding there limited the size of the wedding. "I've rented 100 chairs," she said before the ceremony. "We will have plenty of standing room." 
Jonathan and Nicole Dixon were also married in the garden this year. Nicole said after she saw the rose garden for the first time, she fell in love with it. "It just smells so good!" she said. 
She had her wedding there because it's local, and because her family is from Wilson, she didn't have to worry with setting up reservations and booking hotels for her family. 
Nicole had more than 100 guests attend her wedding ceremony. She rented chairs, decorations and columns from a local company. The only part about having a wedding at the rose garden that worried her was the fact that her wedding could have been rained out. 
"It was very strange," she said. "It was beautiful in the morning, and everyone thought 'Oh, it's a perfect day for a rose garden wedding.' I went home to get dressed, and it started pouring down rain, thundering and lightning. It quit by the time I got to the rose garden." 
Even still, rain showers occurred sporadically throughout the day. "Every time I got in the car, it would start raining." she said. "But every time I got out of the car, it quit. But the rain just made the rose gardens smell even better." 
Each couple who planned a ceremony at the Wilson Rose Garden has had a backup plan in case of rain on their wedding day. Generally, couples plan on moving their ceremony to where the reception will take place if bad weather develops. However, thus far, no wedding has been rained out. 
In addition to weddings, the Wilson Rose Garden has become a backdrop for bridal portraits as well. The rose garden can be used for portraits free of charge. "We have lots of portraits taken at the garden," Williams said. 
The Rose Garden Committee hopes to add a restroom facility and vending area to the existing garden, as well as additional art, a walking trail around the perimeter of the garden, and additional beds of roses, which will include the annual All-American Rose Selections Collection. 
The idea for the Wilson Rose Garden was born in 1992, when it was adopted by the Wilson Appearance Commission. In 1994, the Wilson City Council approved development of the rose garden on two acres of land at the Operations Center. 
Since the garden was developed, different pieces of art have been added to the garden. The Rose Garden Art Committee decided unanimously to add a sculpture designed by Horace Farlowe. The 10-foot sculpture, located in the center of the garden, is constructed of Georgia marble. The $30,000 work of art consists of two main pieces: a post and lintel arrangement that stands over a sphere and channel. 
Another sculpture, "Child with Rose," adorns the Fragrant Garden area. Other artwork includes the armillary sundial and wrought iron arbors and trellises. "The main arbor will eventually be covered with roses - a tunnel of love," Swain said. 
The establishment of the rose garden has been funded largely by private gifts and donations. The Rose Garden Committee has received more than $100,000 in grants and gifts. 
