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Abstract

The abstract is not indented (block format).  It has its own page (numbered 2).  It must be fewer than 120 words.  It should be a single paragraph.  The abstract is a short, one-paragraph summary of your paper.  It generally contains six basic sentences.  (1)  The first sentence describes the general research topic.  (2) Another sentence should tell the number of participants and their treatment.  (3)  Another sentence will explain the dependent measure.  (4)  Another sentences should spell out your hypothesis.  (5)  Another sentence will describe the main results that relate to your hypothesis.  (6)  The last sentence (or two) should describe the immplications of your results (Mitchell & Jolley, 2001).

The Effect of Interruption on Working Memory

During Discourse Processing


The introduction should begin on a separate page.  The title of the paper should be centered at the top of the first page of the introduction.  This section is NOT labelled “Introduction.”  


“The purpose of the introduction is to demonstrate to your readers that you have read the relevant research and thoroughly understand your research question.  Once you have articulated the reasoning behind your hypothesis, you will explain your general strategy for testing the hypothesis” (Mitchell & Jolley, 2001, p. 514).   After reading your introduction, your reader should know: (1) why your research area is important; (2) why your prediction makes sense; (3) what your hypothesis is; and (4) why your study is the best way to test the hypothesis.  It is very important to include (and properly reference) relevant literature in this section (Mitchell & Jolley, 2001).


Our first lab used the VMS of Shelton & McAdams (1990) (on electronic reserve).  You should therefore include that paper in your literature review.

Method


The purpose of this section is to describe in detail how you performed the study.  You should give enough detail that someone could replicate your experiment exactly based on what you include in this section.  Make it sound professional (not as though you are writing for your class).  Avoid unnecessary details; this section should be straightforward.  Convince your reader that you have carefully designed an experiment to test what you sought to test.  This section should be written in the past tense.  There are several subsections.  (It is not necessary to have a paragraph here; you can go right into “Participants” if you’d like.)
Participants:  

Use “participants” when talking about humans, “subjects” when talking about animals.  Indicate who participated in the experiment, how many, and how they were selected.  Include any details that are relevant to the study (e.g., age, gender, ethnicity, weight, etc.).  If the participants were human, what type of reward or motivation was used to encourage their participation?

Apparatus and Materials


Describe the equipment and materials you used in this section.  This includes lab equipment, tests, computers, and so on.  Provide brand names and models of computer and other equipment.  If you used a test or questionnaire, reference the source of the test and give at least one example of a typical item.  Include a copy of the test or questionnaire in the appendix.  Try not to describe procedures in this section.

Design


Describe the design of your experiment.  Clearly spell out the independent and dependent variables.  Indicate what the levels of the independent variables were.  Describe how the subjects were assigned to groups.  Describe any control procedures used.

Procedure


In this section, summarize what actually happened in the experiment.  The focus should be on what happened to the participants.  Carefully summarize each step in the execution of the experiment.  Indicate what a typical testing session involved for the participants.  Give enough detail that someone could replicate your experiment (but leave out “behind the scenes” details).

Results


In this section, you will carefully and systematically describe the data you collected and the analyses you performed.  Carefully examine your results, and think about the best way to present them to your reader.  Briefly describe your findings in words.  Then, present descriptive and inferrential statistics to support your claims.  Emphasize the meaning of the statistics (explain to your reader what the stats mean in relation to your particular data), but assume that they know general statistical procedures.  Do not analyze the results in this section (leave that for the discussion).  Be careful when using words like “prove” or “significant.”  This section should also be written in the past tense.

Discussion


The purpose of this section is to evaluate and interpret the results, especially in reference to the original research question.  Connect your discussion to your introduction.  Relate the results to the hypothesis.  Relate the results to the previous research and theory discussed in the introduction.  Discuss the limitation of the study.  Discuss future research that would build on the current study.  Discuss practical implications of the research findings.  Stress the importance of the study’s major findings (Mitchell & Jolley, 2001). 
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Appendix 1

A sample stimulus set, created by combinations of a first and second narrative and a first and second exposition in continuous and interleaved forms.  The plus signs (explicit markers of the second passage) were present in Experiment 1, but removed in Experiment 2.  The second comprehension question was included in Experiment 2 (but not in Experiment 1).  Note: Each participant was presented with two passages from this set, the two mutually-exclusive passages of the same presentation type (a. and c., or b. and d., for example).

	Narrative followed by narrative
	Susan wanted to buy Tom a puppy as a Christmas present.  

	(continuous presentation)
	She told him about the idea in advance.  

	
	She went to the pet store last weekend.  

	
	The Dalmatian puppies were the cutest.  

	
	[+]Chris picked Laura for the track team even though they hate each other.  

	
	[+]He really wants to win the next meet.  

	
	[+]He runs the 100 meter and the 500 meter events.  

	
	[+]It takes a lot of dedicated practice to succeed at racing.

	
	T or F:  Susan wanted to buy Tom a kitten. 

[T or F:  Laura is Chris's best friend.]

	
	

	Narrative interrupted by narrative
	Susan wanted to buy Tom a puppy as a Christmas present.  

	(interleaved presentation)
	[+]Chris picked Laura for the track team even though they hate each other.  

	
	She told him about the idea in advance.  

	
	[+]He really wants to win the next meet.  

	
	She went to the pet store last weekend.  

	
	[+]He runs the 100 meter and the 500 meter events.  

	
	The Dalmatian puppies were the cutest.  

	
	[+]It takes a lot of dedicated practice to succeed at racing.

	
	T or F:  Susan wanted to buy Tom a kitten. 

[T or F: Laura is Chris’s best friend.]

	
	

	Exposition followed by exposition
	Neanderthal men walked erect and had big brains.  

	
	Though they were in other ways more primitive than Homo sapiens, they represent a great evolutionary stride.  

	
	One striking example is their use of technology to overcome the environment.  

	
	For instance, we know from evidence that Neanderthal men wore clothes.  

	
	[+]The peak of Minoan civilization came about 1600 BC.  

	
	[+]A century or so later, the Minoan palaces were mysteriously destroyed.  

	
	[+]Historians have speculated that a great eruption may have occurred on the island of Thera at a suitable time.  

	
	[+]This could have been accompanied by tidal waves and earthquakes that led to destruction in Crete.

	
	T or F:  Neanderthal man was more advanced than Homo sapiens. 

[T or F:  The Minoan civilization was at its peak around 2500 BC.]


Table 1: Mean percent correct responses to positive and negative probes in each of the three conditions in Experiment 5.

	
	Before Interruption
	After Interruption
	After Resumption
	Average

	Positive probe
	89%
	80%
	81%
	83%

	Negative probe
	93%
	80%
	79%
	84%

	Average
	91%
	80%
	80%
	


Figure Caption

Figure 1.  Mean comprehension question accuracy (percent correct) for questions referring to first and second narrative and expository passages (in both continuous and interleaved presentation forms) in Experiment 1.
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