
18 JULY | The Second Truce 
A�er intense diplomatic e�orts, the UN declared another 
truce. Both sides again rejected a partition plan put forth 
later in September. 

15 OCT. | Operation Yoav 
�e IDF launced Operation Yoav,  forcing the Eqyptian 
forces to retreat from the northern Negev and Beersheba.

28 OCT. | Operation Hiram 
�e IDF launched Operation Hiram, capturing the entire 
Upper Galilee and driving out the Lebanese army.

22 DEC. | Operation Horev 
�e IDF launched Operation Horev, forcing the Egyptian 
army out of the Negev and ending in a cease-�re.

JAN. - JUNE 1949 | The Armistice 
�e 1949 Armistice, signed by Israel, Egypt, Jordan, 
Lebanon and Syria, ended the war. �e agreement 
established two territories: Israel and the West Bank. 
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THE 1948 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR 
�e 1948 Arab-Israeli War was one of the most important con�icts in the Middle East. It was divided into two phases: the �rst beginning a�er the adoption of the UN Partition Plan in November 1947, and the second 
beginning a�er a coordinated a�ack by the Arab armies in May 1948. In the end, Israel gained territory and the Arab community was sha�ered, with half its population in refugee camps throughout the region.

29 NOV. 1947 | UN Partition Plan
�e General Assembly accepted the UN Partition Plan, 
which divided the land into a Jewish state and an Arab 
state, with Jerusalem under international supervision. 

DEC. 1947 - APR. 1948 | Reaction
Within hours of the UN vote, �ghts broke out between the 
Jews and Arabs in Palestine and throughout the Arab world. 
Both sides eventually initiated formal military action. 

6-12 APR. | Operation Nachson 
�e Jewish forces launched Operation Nachshon. �e Jewish 
army occupied Arab villages along the Tel-Aviv-Jerusalem 
road and got convoys with food and weapons into Jersusalem.

MAY-JUNE | Arab attacks 
�e Syrian, Lebanese, Iraqi and Transjordanian armies 
invaded the Jewish state from all sides. �ough the o�ensives 
were not entirely successful, they strained Israeli resources. 

29 MAY | The First Truce
�e UN declared a 28-day truce beginning on June 11 and 
an arms embargo. Both sides rejected a partition plan put 
forth by the UN at the end of the truce.

9 JULY | Operation Dani 
�e IDF launched Operation Dani, its main o�ensive in the 
second phase. It succeeded in capturing Lydda and Ramle, 
but the Arab Legion occupied Latrun.

MAJOR WAR EVENTS

Refugees Today (2005)Refugees During the War

PALESTINIAN REFUGEES

A COMPARISON OF TROOPS

�roughout the war, hundreds of thousands of Arab refugees �ed Palestine as a result of Jewish military a�acks. Historians have de�ned four waves 
of the exodus and an a�ermath. Today, most of the refugees and their decendants live in refugee camps in countries surrounding Israel. 

Sources: Wikipedia, Efraim Karsh (�e Arab-Israeli Con�ict), Reference.com, UNRWA Infographic by Dana Kublin

�e Arab army and Israeli army began with roughly equal numbers, but the Israeli army nearly doubled its size during the course of the war. While 
the Israelis were united in their cause, the Arab forces su�ered from distrust and rulers acting in personal interest.
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9 JULY 1948 | OPERATION DANI

MAY-JUNE 1948 | ARAB ATTACKS 28 OCT. 1948 | OPERATION HIRAM

22 DEC. 1948 | OPERATION HOREV
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�e United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency 
established 59 camps for 
Palestinian refugees a�er the 
war. �e number of current 
refugees, based on camp 
populations, includes 
descendants of refugees 
born a�er the exodus.

The Israeli Army
IDF Israeli Defense Forces
Hagana Semi-clandestine military arm
Palmach Branch of the Hagana
Irgun National Military Organization of Israel

The Arab Army
Futuwa Paramilitary youth organization
Najada Paramilitary youth organization
National Guard Local militia groups
ALA Arab Liberation Army
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April 1948 saw a turning point in the 
war. �e Hagana adopted a new 
strategy, codenamed Plan D, in 
anticipation of the coordinated Arab 
invasion in May. Plan D shi�ed 
operational initiative to the Israelis.
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