THE 1948 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR

The 1948 Arab-Israeli War was one of the most important conflicts in the Middle East. It was divided into two phases: the first beginning after the adoption of the UN Partition Plan in November 1947, and the second
beginning after a coordinated attack by the Arab armies in May 1948. In the end, Israel gained territory and the Arab community was shattered, with half its population in refugee camps throughout the region.

MAJOR WAR EVENTS
29 NOV. 1947 | UN Partition Plan

The General Assembly accepted the UN Partition Plan,
which divided the land into a Jewish state and an Arab
state, with Jerusalem under international supervision.

A COMPARISON OF TROOPS

The Arab army and Israeli army began with roughly equal numbers, but the Israeli army nearly doubled its size during the course of the war. While
the Israelis were united in their cause, the Arab forces suffered from distrust and rulers acting in personal interest.
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The IDF launched Operation Horev, forcing the Egyptian
army out of the Negev and ending in a cease-fire.
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The 1949 Armistice, signed by Israel, Egypt, Jordan,
Lebanon and Syria, ended the war. The agreement
established two territories: Israel and the West Bank.

PALESTINIAN REFUGEES

Throughout the war, hundreds of thousands of Arab refugees fled Palestine as a result of Jewish military attacks. Historians have defined four waves
of the exodus and an aftermath. Today, most of the refugees and their decendants live in refugee camps in countries surrounding Israel.
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