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SLAV/LING 075 Language and Nationalism Final Exam Fall 2004
Be sure to sign the pledge on your bubble sheet and return this test.
1. Which of these options was NOT offered as a solution to China’s linguistic problems in the 20th century?


1. Replace Chinese with Esperanto


2. Replace Chinese characters with a Latin script transliteration (Pinyin)


3. Replace Chinese characters with a Cyrillic script transliteration


4. Teach everyone to pronounce Chinese characters according to Cantonese standard


5. Teach everyone to pronounce Chinese characters according to Beijing standard

2. Why did the 1913 Conference on Unification of Pronunciation fail to come up with a viable solution?


1. Because the invited participants had no real expertise, but represented various partisan groups instead


2. Because there was a fight between representatives of the North and representatives of the South


3. Because Russian linguists called in to mediate the discussion were partial to representatives from the North


4. All of the above


5. 1 and 2 only 

3. Why is the Chinese language situation so complex?


1. Because there are many ethnic groups in the South that speak genetically unrelated languages but call their languages “Chinese”


2. Because no one really wants to learn Putonghua


3. Because the logographic orthography has permitted speakers to write Chinese but pronounce it according to their local dialect for 2000 years, thus the spoken dialects have diverged, while the orthographic bond has maintained a united identity


4. Because the diversity within “Chinese” is similar to the diversity we would see in a whole family of languages in Europe


5. Both 3 & 4

4. Which statement is NOT true about Mandarin?


1. It served as an administrative lingua franca in China since the 15th century


2. It shows great dialectal differentiation across the northern territories


3. It served as the basis for Putonghua 


4. People in the South looked down on it

5. What did the Communists do in China?


1. Linguistic unification of China was a consistent part of their political agenda from the start


2. Prior to WWII, before they came to power, they advocated supporting linguistic diversity, and establishing separate standards for the various dialects

3. After they came to power, they promoted unification via Putonghua


4. 1 and 3 only


5. 2 and 3 only

6. What is true of speakers of Chinese today?


1. Their “dialects” are more diverse than the entire Romance language family


2. Everybody uses their local dialect for most of their everyday communication


3. Most educated people understand Putonghua, which is the official language of the public arena


4. All of the above

5. 1 and 2 only

7. What factor, in the end, was decisive in the fate of the Chinese characters?

1. The system of characters turned out to be just too unwieldy for modern technology and had to be abandoned


2. The cultural significance of the characters, which are symbolic of Chinese identity, outweighed all practical considerations


3. It was discovered that school children could learn to read and write much faster if they were taught the Latin script Pinyin system


4. Attempts at character simplification yielded too many homonyms


5. None of the above

8. Which statement is true about the linguistic diversity of China?

1. It is all concentrated in the southeastern one-fourth of the country


2. It ranges all across the Loess plateau where people had to migrate constantly due to flooding

3. It was introduced by marauding horsemen from the north


4. It is entirely due to the diversity within “Chinese”

9. What general lessons does the development of Chinese dialectal differentiation teach us?


1. That linguistic diversity is spawned by economic instability


2. That linguistic diversity is spawned by economic stability


3. That linguistic diversity is spawned by freedom of movement


4. Both 1 and 3

10. The modern spread of Putonghua, decreed in 1956

1. Is being supported by the educational system which transitions schoolchildren to Putonghua by the end of their first year


2. Is being spread by the mass media


3. Is threatening the existence of dialects


4. All of the above

5. 1 and 2 only

11. Language influence in China


1. Has been spreading from North to South for over 2000 years


2. Has been spreading from North to South since Putonghua was declared official in 1956


3. Has had little impact on the non-Han peoples of the South 


4. Has always spread from South to North throughout history

12. The Chinese Communist government jump-started ethnographic research in 1950 by

1. Inviting Japanese and American experts to help identify linguistic and ethnic groups


2. Inviting Soviet experts to help identify linguistic and ethnic groups


3. Conducting a nation-wide census to determine what ethnic groups existed


4. All of the above


5. 2 and 3 only

13. Who are the Hui?

1. Muslims, the majority of whom are linguistically and genetically Han


2. The wild, barbaric peoples of the South


3. A minority group that numbers .5M, but was only “discovered” in 1956


4. A cover term for minority languages that use Latin script
14. What happened to the Chinese ethnographic enterprise?

1. It trained an impressive cadre of linguistic experts to research all of China’s minority languages


2. It forced many diverse peoples to label themselves as Han


3. It meticulously identified all the minority groups present in China


4. It was basically closed down in the 1960s and 1970s


5. All of the above

15. What happens when a language dies?


1. There may be some temporary sentimental worries, but this is outweighed by the fact that the people will now speak a majority language that will empower them to succeed economically

2. Access to valuable linguistic and cultural information is lost


3. A group of people loses an important symbol of their identity


4. Both 2 and 3

16. What can be done to prevent language death?


1. Encourage monolingualism in order to protect the speakers from language contact which might erode the language


2. Encourage multilingualism so that speakers can both enjoy the benefits of economic and social success while retaining their own language


3. Do linguistic field research to identify threatened languages before it is too late


4. Both 2 and 3

17. What is the single most important factor determining the success or failure of a language revival program?


1. Money


2. Multilingualism

3. Monolingualism


4. Willpower & enthusiasm


5. Cultural programs

18. What is linguistic reconstruction?

1. The work done to revive a language on the brink of extinction


2. The work done to compose a dictionary and grammar of a language


3. The work done to write down a language that has never been written down before

4. The work done to determine what a language looked like at an earlier point in history


5. None of the above

19. Why has there been a controversy over whether AAVE is diverging from other vernacular varieties of English?


1. Because previous analyses were not reliable


2. Because previous sources of data were not reliable


3. Because it has not been possible to determine the direction of change


4. All of the above

20. Where did the structures of AAVE come from?


1. Relics of original British dialect varieties


2. Emergent regional varieties of English in the US (especially the rural South)


3. Earlier language contact situations


4. Independent innovation


5. All of the above

21. Which statement is true?


1. There may have been considerably more variation in the vernacular varieties spoken at an earlier period than is found in contemporary versions of AAVE


2. There was a seamless transition to a homogenized version of English in the US


3. Localized dialects remain prominent in the speech of African Americans in the US


4. All of the above

22. What is special about Hyde County?


1. The majority of inhabitants are African-Americans


2. The community is 300 years old and many inhabitants are descendants of original settlers


3. It is in a remote location with limited in-migration


4. All of the above


5. 2 and 3 only

23. What is a language corpus?


1. A compilation of the answers to linguistic questionnaires


2. The group of speakers of a language or language variety


3. Spontaneously produced spoken language


4. Spontaneously produced written language


5. Either 3 or 4

24. What morphosyntactic forms were targeted in the Hyde County study?


a) a- -in’ forms like a-huntin’ and a-fishin’

b) Leveling of past tense of ‘be’ to was for positive, weren’t for negative

c) Absence of copular is/are
d) ain’t vs. hain’t 

e) Third person –s marking on verbs

f)  Use of done as an aspectual marker

1. all of a)-f)

2. only a)-e)

3. only b)-e)

4. only b), c), and e)

25. What did Wolfram & Thomas discover about the history of AAVE in Hyde County?


1. It has been steadily diverging from other varieties of English


2. In the early part of the 20th century it was converging with the local variety of English spoken by European-Americans

3. Since WWI it is impossible to determine an overall trajectory


4. Both 2 and 3


5. None of the above

26. What are the traits that characterize an isolated speech community?


1. Large numbers of unique linguistic features that result from local innovations


2. Retention of archaic forms and retarded development

3. Adherence to a supra-regional norm


4. A unique combination of linguistic structures, most of which are shared by contiguous communities


5. Both 1 and 2

27.  What is dialect focusing?

1. When the identity of a dialect becomes focused on just one unique feature


2. When dialect speakers take deliberate steps to make their dialect incomprehensible to outsiders

3. When dialect speakers increase the frequency of their use of the features that set their dialect apart


4. Both 2 and 3

28. What factors in the history of Hyde County contributed to its racial demographics?

1. It was not possible to establish large lucrative plantations based on tobacco or other products


2. European-Americans arrived from the Chesapeake Bay area in Virginia and Maryland


3. Native Americans retained a significant reservation


4. All of the above


5. 1 and 2 only

29. What phonological features were analyzed in the Hyde County study?

a) Ellipsis of syllables, as in ’hood for neighborhood

b) Pronunciation of th as d

c) Lengthening of vowels for emphasis, as in baaad for bad

d) Truncation of the final consonant in a cluster at the end of a syllable, as in col out for cold out

e) Loss of post-vocalic r as in motha for mother

1. All of a)-e)


2. d) and e) only


3. c), d) and e)


4. b), d), and e)

30. What are the overall trends in Hyde County?

1. Young European-Americans are accentuating selected local dialect features


2. Young African-Americans are increasingly conforming to AAVE norm


3. Some local traits (structure of the vowel system, for instance) are being abandoned by both groups


4. All of the above


5. 2 and 3 only

