Beyond the pair: Aspectual derivation for Learners of Russian

0. Intro and overview

1. The aspectual pair is a myth. We need to stop lying to our students, our colleagues, and ourselves. But the myth is something we are comfortable with. We need to find an alternative that feels (almost) as safe as the myth of the pair, but is closer to the truth: aspectual clusters, whose structures are highly constrained and (mostly) predictable (or at least clearly motivated).

Many of the verbs in any given cluster are not represented in dictionaries, but if the student knows the cluster model, they will be able to interpret such verbs with ease.

2. The most common cluster types and the concepts that motivate them.

Over 50% of the Russian verbal lexicon consists of verbs with the following cluster types: A+NP+SP+CA, A+NP+SP, A+SP+CA (give examples)
The concept of Completability plays a major role in these cluster types

The types of perfectives and the prefixes most commonly associated with each type.

3. Motion verbs as the prototypical examples of aspectual clusters

Comparison of Completability with motion/non-motion verbs (non-motion verbs as a metaphorical extension). Introduction of Granular vs. Liquid metaphor too.
Need to talk about two kinds of NPs: the prototypical, with Completability, and then the achievement type (as in u-videt’).

4. Remaining types of cluster structures and examples. Total number of types and distribution. Introduction of online database of verbs and their clusters.

5. Two ways to teach cluster model to students


(1) the Radical way – start them off with clusters from the very beginning. Sample materials and lesson plans


(2) the Transitional way – let them start the old way, and then introduce clusters once they have been exposed to motion verbs. Sample materials and lesson plans.

6. Conclusions

