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Introduction


No one knows exactly why people choose to date the people they do, or why they choose to marry a certain person at a certain time, however dating and marriage have been a topic of much research.  If we had a better understanding of the attitudes and strategies that people have toward dating and marriage, we also may be able to have a better understanding of why some marriages fail, why some people choose never to marry, choose to have kids or not to have kids, and of other issues related to this subject.  Our group chose dating and marriage attitudes among college age students as our research topic because students in college are in a time of transition in which they are looking toward the future, whether that be settling into a good job or a serious relationship.  We were interested in trends on how college age males and females view dating on topics such as who should initiate conversation, a good place to meet a potential mate, and the proper age to settle into a serious relationship.  We were also hoping to find trends among students on attitudes toward marriage, importance of financial stability and how gender roles impact dating and marriage.  


The purpose of our study was to find these trends among college students and to find differences between male and female dating attitudes.  Specifically, our group was concentrating on how religion, financial stability and gender roles influence a person’s desire to date and eventually get married.  We were interested in the connections between religion and family influence on students and how they affect their beliefs on dating and marriage.  

Previous Research


Before we began our study, we researched our parameters and found several previous reports that examine the ways in which religion, gender roles, and financial status affect how people date and select a potential mate. These three variables have been found to influence the ways that people choose who to date, how they date, and what qualities they desire in a partner. 
One of the questions the interviewees were asked is “How important is it to you to date someone who has the same beliefs and values as you?” There have been several previous surveys that have set a precedent for this subject. In a 1991 Utah study on Mormons, it was found that the stronger a person’s religious beliefs are, the more likely they are to be resistant to dating someone with different values. Historically, “when the sole purpose of dating was mate selection,” religion was much more of a barrier to dating (Markstrom-Adams, 1991). For example a 1946 survey by Strauss indicated that 41.6% of men and 42.5% of women considered religion “an eliminating factor in mate selection.” Although religion has decreased in its importance in the recent decades, it can still “act as a filter in mate selection” among the more religious. Mormons in the Markstrom-Adams study tended to be more religiously observant than the Protestants and Catholics, and, consequently, perceived more barriers to dating outside their religion than other, less religiously adherent groups. The results stated that 83% of Mormons, compared to 47% of non-Mormons, identified barriers to dating someone of the opposite group. This phenomenon is also described in the 1960 study Membership Groups and Attitudes toward Cross-Religious Dating and Marriage, by Lee G. Burchinal, and the 1962 study Research in Interreligious Dating and Marriage, by Larry D. Barnett. These studies also found an inverse relation between attitudes towards cross-religious marriage and religiosity (determining religiosity by the level of church attendance), and Burchinal’s study additionally found that men also tended to be more open to cross-religious dating than women, on the average. There clearly is a correlation between the religiosity of the person and their propensity towards religious intermarriage. 

When it comes to attitudes about non-religious qualities desired in a mate, religious differences mattered much less than other factors in the reports we looked at. “Regarding reactions to the dating experience, religious differences tended to be generally non-significant,” reports the 1965 study by Robert Williamson, Dating, Courtship and the "Ideal Mate": Some Relevant Subcultural Variables. It found that, in a survey of Protestants, Catholics, and Jews, that the attributes not pertinent to religious faith that were professed to be important in potential mates varied much more by sex and socio-economic class than by religious affiliation. This study suggests that religion plays minor importance on traits desired in partners than do other factors.

When it came to gender differences, the interviewees in our study were asked several questions about the proper role that a male and female should fulfill in dating. They were asked who (the male or female) should initiate the conversation, who should pay for dinner on a date, and who should do the driving. Nontraditional Dating Behavior: Date-Initiation and Date Expense-Sharing among Feminists and Nonfeminsts, by Sheila K. Korman, published in 1982, indicates that females who adhere more closely to the central tenets of feminism are more likely to engage in expense sharing on dates. In this study, 70% of feminists shared expenses on dates, compared with the 40% of non-feminists who did. It also revealed that “feminists were significantly more likely to be engaged actively in date initiating behavior” than non-feminists. This report suggests that females with more egalitarian and progressive views on gender roles tend to also act with more parity in dating and date initiating behaviors.  

Gender differences also affect the qualities desired in a mate, a topic which the interviewees were also asked about. Males and females tend to value different traits in their dating and marriage partners, according to Williamson’s study, which compiled a list of desirable attributes in mates, and had a number of college students rate the comparative merit of each attribute. Males had higher “preferences… for physical attractiveness and proximity in age,” but “in all other desired traits, it was the female who was more demanding.” Females had much stronger preferences towards “financial management, ambition and industriousness, higher education, desire for children, high intelligence and capacity for parenting” (Williamson, 1965). This study clearly states that there are significant disparities between what women want in men, and what men want in women. These sex differences were actually much more significant than the religious differences discussed above.

One of the major avenues of questioning that we pursued in our interviews was the influence of financial stability on the decision of when to marry. We asked our sample how much financial security mattered in their considerations of marriage, if it mattered at all. Previous research into this subject, notably Dating and Courtship Patterns, Some Explorations, by Harold E. Smith, suggests that “owing to the needs of men to achieve some economic prosperity first, males more often than females in courtship postpone matrimony.” “Middle class values of success and the maintenance of a certain level of living” have an impact on when college students decide to get married, according to the study. Indeed, several surveys over the past decade have concluded that there are “positive effects of good economic prospects on marriage among men” (Smith, 1961). These effects appear in women as well, but are significantly less pronounced. Marriage also increases in conjunction with higher educational levels, due to education’s positive correlation with economic prospects, although college has had an increasingly delaying effect on when said marriage occurs, due to the increasing infeasibility of simultaneous enrollment and matrimony. These studies show that couples over the past few decades have shown an increased frequency of marriage when they attain a comparatively higher economic status, although they do tend to delay marriage in the presence of higher education. 

These previous surveys and studies have gone into several of the themes that we attempted to observe in our interviews. Precedent suggests that the more religious a person is, the less likely he or she is to date someone who does not have the same beliefs as they do, but that religious differences don’t matter as much as sex or socioeconomic differences in terms of non-religious qualities desired in a mate. It also states that the more egalitarian a female’s views are towards gender equality the more likely she is to take an active role in date initiation and expense sharing. Additionally, prior research indicates that good economic prospects have a positive effect on rate of marriages. These studies laid the groundwork for our research, and we can now see how our findings relate to these past results.                                                                                                                          

Research Questions and Hypothesis


When we chose our topic of Dating/Courtship Rituals, we realized that this research would yield numerous and varied results.  We decided on a few key research questions to guide our study.  All of our research questions assume that the people being studied are planning to get married at some point because we only interviewed people who expressed this intention.  With this in mind, the following questions were asked to find out what is involved in a relationship before marriage.  


Before we addressed our research questions we knew that we would have to establish a definition of dating.  We allowed our interviewees to give us their ideas.  We asked questions such as:  Where should you go on a date?  Who should pay?  Can a date occur within a large group of people?  Who should drive?  Does dinner need to be involved for it to be considered a date?  By asking these questions, we predicted gender roles and expectations would become apparent among other basic dating ideals.  Through the interviewees’ answers, we hoped to pin down a specific definition from each of our interviewees in order to better evaluate the rest of their answers.  


The first question is very general:  “Why do people date?”  We wanted to find out whether people who plan to get married have specific dating objectives.  Also, we wanted to know if there is a point in time the reason they date changes.  We also wished to discover whether there were several different reasons for, and types of, dating.  Our beginning assumption was that there are two basic types of dating:  dating for fun and dating to find a future mate.  We also believed that perhaps one’s reason for dating may switch from “fun” to “finding a mate” after the person reaches an older age.  The age at which this occurs is also something we were hoping to gain from our research.  We believed that, due to our interviewees being college students seeking careers, we would see a later than usual age for this switch.  Overall, we wanted to know what people hoped to gain from dating.  Meanwhile, we anticipated that some may not plan to “date.”  We wanted to know why and what would take the place of the dating institution in their search for a mate.


Our subsequent question was also very open:  “Why do people get married?”  Even though it seems to be a common goal among the American society, we felt there may still be very different reasons for pursuing marriage.  This question also relates to how people define marriage.  This definition will determine how important marriage will be in this person’s life.  We expected that some would perceive marriage as a means to a family and stability.  We were wondering how often, if at all, these ideas would show up.


Next, we asked a more specific question:  “How do people go about finding a mate?”  We wished to discover where they go when they are looking to find someone to date, and, likewise, where they think is the best place to find someone who is right for them.  We assumed that most of these locations will involve peer groups and student organizations, possibly even religious organizations.  Within this question there were others such as:  Who should initiate conversation, the guy or the girl?  Do you approach people whom you are attracted to?  Have you been successful when approaching someone you were attracted to?  Another trend we were hoping to find out is whether people are always actively seeking a mate or if they are just waiting.  Because college campuses tend to be very liberal, and all of our interviewees were college students, we believed that there would probably be a lot of leniency in who should pay, drive, or who should approach whom.  However, we were also interested to see if any more traditional thoughts showed up in the interviews in regard to gender roles.  


Another question is:  “What decides when people get married?”  First we wished to know how long people felt they should date or know the person before considering marriage.  Also, we investigated whether people felt they should be out of college.  Furthermore, we wanted to know if there were any specific goals that our interviewees wanted to reach before even considering marriage.  We knew we were researching college students and we speculated that the prevalent thought would be to wait until after college or further schooling before getting married.  Another related question that we had was whether financial stability would affect the timing of a marriage.  First we wanted to get the interviewee’s definition of being financially stable and then ask their opinion.  Again, we assumed that, since people in colleges are highly motivated and wish to begin a career, they will also wish to be financially stable before marriage.  Also, we wanted to know if there is a right age for getting married.  We hoped to compare this to the age of the interviewee’s parents.  We thought that since the goals of college students may be similar, the age they choose would also be similar.  Meanwhile, we wondered if some people would rather say that fate determines when they marry.  Our thought was that people would fall into one or the other of these categories.


Our final research question asks if there are any significant characteristics that affect dating and marriage choices overall.  This would cover all physical and personality traits.  Our first concern was whether a person is first attracted to someone’s physical appearance or personality.  We assumed that most people notice the physical first, but later base their long term attraction on the other person’s personality.  We also wanted to find what type of personality people find attractive in general.  We expected to see a lot of the same answers in this section and, therefore, wanted to delve deeper through the use of other questions.  Our general interest was whether beliefs and values play a role in selecting a mate.  We wanted to find out if having the same set of beliefs and values as their mate is important to people.  It was our assumption that people with specific and strong beliefs would look for the same beliefs in their future mate.  However, we also wanted to gauge, even if someone prefers certain beliefs, whether they would consider it imperative to have the same beliefs as their mate or if they would compromise.  


Through several key research questions our group hoped to gain extensive knowledge on people’s views of dating and courtship.  The focus on college students may limit some of the answers due to similar ideals.  However, we expected to find some differences.  We were looking for how people find a mate, when people marry and why, and the significant mate characteristics that affect dating and marriage.  We believed that these questions would lead us to a few critical themes that could be explored further through analysis.

Data and Methods

The idea of studying the concepts of dating, courtship, and attitudes toward marriage initially stemmed from the class’ group project assignment to research some aspect of the meaning of marriage to college-aged students. After being sorted into several groups, each individual group thoroughly discussed and brainstormed ideas in order to produce a more specific topic area concerning marriage. Our original views were centered on attitudes and certain views on marriage and courtship. However, in our discussion, we concluded that we would be unable to find sufficient research on marriage and courtship attitudes if we did not first explore the fascinating world of dating. 


A requirement of this study was for each member of the group to conduct interviews. Before any of the interviews and other means of research could commence, however, we had to develop a set of sampling strategies. The first decision was to determine who we were going to interview. To start with, each member of the group was assigned to interview at least two people. Ideally, the objective was for each person to interview one male and one female. However, we ended up interviewing two more females than males due to a minor complication. Following one of the requirements of the project itself, our group decided to interview people who were in the college-age range of approximately eighteen to twenty-five years old. Choosing this age range enabled our group to have a broader area of people to study. Another parameter set by our group was that each interviewee must be currently attending college. This made it possible to not only interview undergraduate students, but graduate school students as well. Therefore, we were presented with an opportunity to observe possible generational variances as the interviews transpired. 


Along with the age aspect of our samples, we also decided that it would be best if we were in some way acquainted with the people we were to interview. However, this was not an absolute necessity. Although, being acquainted with our interviewees did help extract more in-depth and specific information and allowed the interviewers to be more exhaustive and thorough during the course of each of the interviews. This enabled both the interviewer and the interviewee to feel comfortable requesting and sharing such personal information. Also, as part of our sampling strategy, our group chose to interview people whom we deemed as intelligent and expressive enough that they would be able to competently articulate their opinions on dating and marriage. 


In order to obtain an ample amount of sufficient information, our group intentionally made sure the interviews took place in a comfortable setting for both the interviewer and the interviewee. As a whole, about half of the interviews occurred through an online chatting situation and the other half were done in person. A possible concern among the group was that interviews done over the internet might not be as successful as those done in person. However, those that transpired by using the internet generated as much detailed information as those done in the one-on-one scenarios. Those that were done in person occurred in dorm rooms, apartments, or someone’s home. Again, these settings were necessary to create environments in which both persons felt relaxed and open. 


The times that the interviews took place differed among each member of the group. This time characteristic had to cooperate with both the interviewer’s and the interviewee’s schedule so that it would not be an inconvenience on any level. If either felt inconvenienced in any way, the interview might have been weakened either in length or content. However, this initial issue of possible inconvenience did not take effect because our group made sure that we conducted our interviews with prudence and with regards to the people being interviewed. All interviews that were done in person were tape recorded. On average, each interview lasted approximately an hour. However, one interview was as brief as forty-five minutes and one was as long as two hours. 


In reference to the level of structure in the interviews, each person in our group essentially followed the interview guide. Not all of the probes had to be asked in certain situations. Basically, the structure of the interview was in the hands of each member of the group. When necessary, we asked questions that we thought would provoke more detailed responses and would allow the interviewee several opportunities to share as much information as possible. Every person in society does not respond in the same way to certain questions. This was one of the many purposes of our numerous probes. With each interview, it became more like a normal conversation and certain probes were discarded due to the way the dialogue was flowing. 


Since we were to obtain specific information from these interviews, we first developed a rough interview guide that included basic questions such as the following: “What is your relationship status? What do you consider a date? Do you plan on getting married? How long would you date someone before considering marriage?” After further discussion amongst the group and after receiving advice from both family members and professors, it was decided that our interview guide needed more probes and very detailed questions that were topic-specific towards dating and marriage. And so, a revision was made to our interview guide with the end result amounting to four basic information questions (i.e. age, relationship status, whether or not he/she planned on marrying, and major) and nine definite questions with several detailed probes following each one. These questions along with their follow-up probes were specifically designed to provide the interviewer with a means of going more in-depth with the interviewee. This method proved to be very successful and our group was able to identify several different themes and general trends.  The order of our questions in the interview guide was specially designed to help achieve a means of gathering as much information as the interviewee would disclose. We began by asking a series of questions pertaining to an initial meeting between two people of the opposite sex. For instance, we asked where the best place to meet someone of the opposite sex would be and who should initiate the conversation between them. Following each definite question and each probe, we made sure to ask why the interviewee felt this particular way or how the situation they described happened. After we had inquired as to how two people might come to meet one another, we then proceeded to ask about the individual qualities of a person that the interviewee found attractive or endearing when it came to dating. Then as talk of dating progressed, we drew more attention to ideas about marriage such as concerns about financial stability before marriage and what might be an appropriate age to become engaged or get married. 


The order of the questions on our interview guide offered substantial benefits when it came to the next process in our analysis procedure. First, after every interview was completed, we had to transcribe them. Interviews done in person that were recorded by cassette tapes took several hours to transcribe. Those done over the internet, however, did not take as much time to transcribe. In both cases though, there was a significant amount of analyzing that ensued. This was a rather long process, but it facilitated our group’s search of exploring key themes. Thus we began to dissect each transcription for central themes and certain trends. Following this exploration, our group decided to concentrate on three main themes: religious influences, the importance of gender roles, and financial influences. It is by these themes that we were able to analyze our data and proficiently display the findings of our research. This was the extent of our analysis procedure. 

Results and Findings


There were three themes that appeared in the analysis of our results and were major influences on the answers given by the interviewees.  The first, and most ambiguous, theme is one of religious influence.  The last two themes are financial influence and gender roles.


The religious influence on an interviewee’s answer was extrapolated from references he or she made to religion and how important it was to the individual that their significant other have similar beliefs.  Most of the interviewees identified themselves as affiliated with a religion without being asked.  There were six self identified Christians, one Jewish interviewee, one whose family was Christian, and two who did not explicitly state their religious affiliation.  When the interviewees were questioned about what personalities and qualities they found attractive in a mate many referenced their religious interests.  For example, all of the Christian interviewees but one stated that their love interest’s relationship with God was an attractive quality.  Of the interviewees who were not identified as Christians, religious affiliation was not mentioned as an attractive quality.  Another question that tended to fall along religious lines was how important it was to the interviewee that his or her significant other have the same beliefs.  All but one Christian said that it was very important.  The one Christian who did not state that it was very important asserted that it was important to have similar beliefs, but probably not as important to her as it is to most Christians.  Of the interviewees who were not Christians all stated that it was not necessary but somewhat important.  Two stated that it would become important once they were dating with the intention of marriage.  Also, the majority of the Christian interviewees believed that God’s will would come to pass in who they married, so they were not actively seeking mates; it would just happen.  


Religion played a role in what the interviewees specifically wanted in a mate.  The interviewees who were of a Christian affiliation were most specific and strict about the type of person they wanted their future mate to be.  This could stem from the explicit views on marriage set forth in their religion.  Particular views on marriage in relation to religion were also very influential in conjunction with family ties for two of the interviewees.  They indicated that while the beliefs of their mate were not as important to them, they would become very important in the prospect of marriage particularly to their family.  This is a direct result of the influence of religion on family and family values.  Religion played an important role in shaping the results of our interview.  The hot topic of dating, specifically marriage, is highly regulated in the religious world so it is no surprise that those who considered themselves most religious had the most religiously tied expectations of their future mates.


Another key theme that emerged in the results of the interview was the influence of financial stability on timing of marriage.  This was evident in the reactions of the interviewees to whether or not a person should be out of college before marriage.  Most of the interviewees said that a couple should be out of college before marriage so that they could financially support themselves.  Three interviewees commented that it is not necessary for a couple to be out of college.  One stated that if money was not a priority then it wouldn’t be necessary to be out of school.  One of the three interviewees stated that it was not necessary for others but that she wanted to be out of college.  A lot of the interviewees cited that their parents would withdraw financial support for their schooling if they got married in college.  Since college was a priority at the moment, marriage was not an option in college for them.  Parental control of financial support was a deciding factor for many on the question of marriage in college.

Financial stability was an important factor in shaping the timeline of a relationship so it was important to ask the interviewees what their definition of financial stability was.  All of the interviewees stated that being financially stable was being able to support oneself by meeting basic needs and having a little extra for emergency or pleasure spending.  One interviewee went a step further to clarify that it also meant not having any debt.  Other interviewees stated that it was also important to have a steady income and plan for the future.  All of the interviewees also considered financial stability necessary before starting a family.  The response that people should not be married in college should be analyzed under the definition that being financially stable requires being able to support oneself.  When evaluated under this definition, it is clear why most of the interviewees considered it necessary to be out of college before marriage.

In addition, the age that the interviewees considered optimal for marriage was consistent with their definition of being financially stable and out of college.  Six of the interviewees chose the mid-twenties as the optimal age for marriage because that was when people are most likely out of college and able to support themselves.  Also, those six interviewees expected to be married in their mid-twenties.  When the ages of the interviewees’ parents were assessed, no distinct correlation was found between expected age of marriage and parents’ ages of marriage.  However, the expected age that interviewees had for their marriage was directly related to their optimal age of marriage, see table 1.1.

The last theme that was evident as an influence on interviewees’ opinion of dating and marriage rules was gender specified roles.  When the interviewees were asked who should initiate the conversation of a first meeting, all of them stated that it didn’t really matter.  Their reasoning ranged from whoever was comfortable should do the initiation to it just really didn’t matter to them.  Again, it was important to specify what the interviewees considered a date so that each person’s definition could be considered in the gender roles he or she deemed necessary on a date.  All of the interviewees stated that it involved the two people understanding clearly that both cared for each other as more than friends.  Three interviewees stated that one person has to ask out the other and all stated that it didn’t really matter if dinner was involved.  It was also specified that a date is where two people go out to get to know each other better.  

The biggest difference in interviewees’ opinions on gender roles was made evident when they were asked who should pay on the date and who should drive.  Six interviewees commented that the guy must pay for the girl out on a date.  Two stated that the expense should be shared, one said it should be whoever has money, and one said it should be whoever asked the other on a date.  Interestingly, a trend that was found was that gender roles were expected at first for some of the interviewees but once they were in a longer term relationship it was considered acceptable for the expenses to be split.  One girl stated that at first she would want the guy to pay for the dinner but that once they had been going out for a while they could start splitting the costs.  There was also a distinction with one interviewee that he thought expenses should be shared but that if the girl expected him to pay then he should pay.  

Another gender role that was clearly defined by some and unimportant to others was who should drive on a date.  Four interviewees stated that the guy should drive while six said it didn’t matter who drove.  One of the males interviewed stated that he thought the guy should pay but decided that it didn’t matter who drove, it should be whoever has a car and he does not have one.  When pressed on who should drive if both had a car he stated that he would prefer to drive.  Two of the interviewees who specified that the guy drive also stated that it was okay after a few dates that either one drive.  This difference in opinion also shows an understanding of monetary power in a gendered society.  The physical movement of the couple to a place was not seen as power distinct as who paid for the activity.  Religious influence also came in to play on gender roles.  Of the six Christian interviewees, five said that the guy should pay and one stated that whoever asked should pay.  The Christian interviewee that stated that whoever asked should pay also stated that she preferred that the guy initiate the conversation which would most likely lead to the male asking the female on a date.  Four of the Christians stated that the guy should at least start out driving.  Gender roles tended to be influenced by religious affiliation and were the most specific criteria that divided the sample by religious affiliation.

Finally, three themes were evident as important in the consideration of dating and marriage by college age people: religious influence, financial influence, and gender roles.  Definitions of what was considered acceptable for dating couples, required, and common were obviously a result of religion, financial stability, and societal norms.

Conclusion


Our group found several common themes that we were able to generalize to most of our subjects.  As we suspected, most of the people we interviewed had very strong opinions on religion, financial stability, and gender roles.  As far as religious influence is concerned, those who really had a distinct connection between religion and relationships felt strongly that the people they date should share their religious beliefs.  Perhaps this is because religion is a very personal issue to most people, and they do not want to let someone become close to them, or spend the rest of their lives with someone who does not also share their personal beliefs.  The potential for conflict arises in a relationship in which one person does not believe in something that is so personal and important to their partner.  Overall, those interviewees that held religion as an important factor said that they did not believe in soul mates and that it would be God’s will for them to meet someone, and that they should trust His plan and timing.  This was interesting because those influenced by religion said that they were not dating for fun, and the more strongly they expressed their bond between religion and relationships to be, the more they believed in God’s will.  Even those who did not express religion to be a factor in their dating lives seemed to believe that dating and marriage would come in good time, and were not actively going out to find a serious relationship.  This was interesting because whether or not religion was a factor, everyone believed that a serious relationship would happen eventually without having to actively seek it out.  This mentality of not pursuing a future mate shows implications of a shift in the current dating world.  Whereas in the past females were not educated, but raised to marry young and start a family, females today are becoming more and more independent.  Both men and women today are becoming career driven and have the desire to become independent before marriage.  


This independence mentality has played a factor in young males and females wanting to wait to get married until they are in their mid-twenties.  Our group found evidence of this from most of the interviewees in our study.  Most of those we interviewed agreed that anywhere in the mid-twenties was a good age to get married, although some said there was not really a good age to get married.  We speculated that the desire among our interviewees to wait to get married until the mid to late twenties was due to the fact that they were in college and wanting to wait until after graduation to settle down.  We were also hoping to find a connection between the ages of marriage of our interviewees’ parents and their own personal preferences on age and marriage.  Although most said their parents were married in their early twenties, we were unable to find any direct correlation between parents’ age of marriage and their own beliefs.  

Financial influence was also a major theme we found among those we interviewed.  As we suspected, most students believed that a person should be out of college before considering marriage.  This is where it would be impossible to generalize our findings to people who are not in college because college students have an obvious interest in their future financial situation, and it was no surprise that those we interviewed wanted to be out of college and settled before getting married.  Most of the people we interviewed expressed that they did not want to have to depend on someone else for financial support.  Here our group was able to make the connection between financial stability and desired age of marriage among our interviewees.  We were able to see within our research that most of our participants wanted to adhere to the independence morality.  Our group was able to see that interviewees wanted to wait until after college and to have a steady income before they got married.   This would put our interviewees settling down into a serious relationship around their mid-twenties, as they had stated to be the desired age to get married.  Those we interviewed also had very similar definitions of financial stability.  Because college age students do have so much invested in their futures, financial stability may hold more importance and have a different definition from someone who may not choose or have the means to attend college.  For those who do not go to college, financial stability may not even be a factor when choosing a partner.  The socioeconomic differences between different classes and cultures can have a major influence on when couples may choose to marry.  It would be interesting to see how these traditional and economic differences within cultures affect dating and marriage attitudes within young people.  

          Our group also found that gender roles play a part in the dating attitudes of college students.  Most of our interviewees stated that it would be appropriate for either the guy or the girl to initiate conversation upon a first meeting.  This information also reinforces the fact that there has been a recent shift in dating attitudes.  In the past, it would have been considered inappropriate for a girl to initiate conversation with a guy, but today attitudes toward dating have become much more liberal, leaving both males and females free to decide what they consider appropriate for their own personal dating situations.  We also found that our interviewees were split on the question of who should pay when on a date.  Some said it did not matter, some said whoever has money, and others said the guy should pay.  Because most of our interviewees stated that either it did not matter who paid on the date, or whoever had money should pay, we were able to see that the boundaries and rules of dating are beginning to shift to a more casual set of norms.  
    

 Although our group was able to find a lot of useful information on dating and marriage attitudes of college students, there were some weaknesses within our study.  Due to time constraints, each group member was only able to interview two people.  Our group had planned on interviewing one male and one female each, but due to a scheduling conflict we had an unbalanced number of male and female interviewees, which may have skewed our results.  If time had permitted, perhaps it would have been more helpful to interview more people to strengthen the findings that we already had.  This was also the first interviewing experience for most of the people within our group.  Due to lack of experience of writing interview questions and actually delivering them, there may have been biases in the interview process itself.  

 Although the task assigned to our group was to study college age individuals, it may be worth further research to discover the differences between attitudes of college students and those who did not attend college.  Because college students only make up a fraction of young people, it would have been interesting to see how those who do not attend college feel about dating and marriage.  Had we actually interviewed people in their early twenties who did not attend college, our results could have been dramatically different, and we would have been able to generalize them to a broader group of people.  This would be an interesting area for further research.  It would be helpful to interview young people of all different ethnicities and cultural beliefs, to see how big of an impact it has on dating and marriage.  

Our group discovered much useful information within our study that both backed our previous research and was different from what we had expected.  This project has helped us to gain a better understanding not only of when young people settle into serious relationships, but also why and how they choose to do so.  
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