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David A. Carpenter, in the form of an essay, addresses Edgar Allan Poe’s short story “The Fall of the House of Usher” by interpreting themes, meanings, style, and technique within the story.  His essay review contains many quotes and direct references to both Poe and “The Fall of the House of Usher;” however, Carpenter’s analysis proves itself to be inaccurate.  Carpenter repeatedly writes statements of which he claims are true, but then argues contrary points.  His use of “evidence” is an extension of his self-negating arguments.  Based on the inescapable presence of contradictions and “evidence” that does not support his opinion, Carpenter’s essay is an inaccurate review of “The Fall of the House of Usher.” 

In his essay, Carpenter writes contradictory statements and expounds upon them in the form of illogical examples and rationale.  Within the first sentence of the “Themes and Meanings” section, Carpenter claims “The Fall of the House of Usher” is not a didactic story, but then follows to say that Poe communicates a “definite moral message” (Carpenter 1986). Clearly, the author of the article does not understand what qualifies a literary work to be didactic—one that contains issues of morality.  He also states that the morality portrayed in Poe’s short story is an “operative universal morality that is ultimately as inescapable as the hereditary forces which determine a person’s life” (Carpenter 1986).  Carpenter’s attempt to clarify his idea of the morality fails when he relates it to hereditary forces, which, in this modern age, have little impact on determining one’s life, and are certainly not inescapable.  His logic is presumed and is not based on reason.

Carpenter claims that Roderick’s morality “transcended” from a lower morality (Carpenter 1986), but morality cannot transcend itself.  He states that Roderick’s guilt for leaving his still-live sister in the vault to die is immoral, but that the decision to let Madeline die for the better good of the “future of the human race” is of a higher morality (Carpenter 1986).  Morality in itself always demands a right versus wrong treatment of situations, and there is never a time when one decision, while seeking morality, would be partly wrong and mostly right.  Everything is black and white. For example, if Roderick were to act in a way that wholly upheld morality, he would have refrained from committing incest with his sister, which would also work to rid the “evil” the family had carried and passed along generation after generation.  Carpenter argues that Roderick’s decision to ignore his guilt for leaving his sister to die is comforted in that it is for a greater good (Carpenter 1986), but there is no such thing.  Morality cannot transcend itself, and it certainly does not transcend itself in “The fall of the House of Usher.”

In Carpenter’s concluding statements, he illegitimately accuses “The Fall of the House of Usher” as being problematic in that the story is not reasonable or probable, leaving the reader with questions about how events occurred (Carpenter 1986).  According to an article written by Poe and summarized and confirmed by Carpenter, Poe placed significant importance on effect, suggesting that if a writer could use a story to create a certain effect, the rationale of events in the story would be left unquestioned by the reader.  Carpenter’s essay proves Poe’s success in creating the overall effect for “The Fall of the House of Usher,” but fails to recognize that reason truly is not important.  The latter section of his conclusion focuses on Poe’s neglect of logical events, such as Madeline escaping the coffin she was nailed inside of, despite Carpenter’s previous statements that the story, because of the effect created by the writer, was successful and would not, in general, leave a reader questioning legitimacy. 

Overall, Carpenter’s article leaves much to be desired.  At first glance, sentences are confusing and ideas are hazy.  As an author, Carpenter is not convincing of his essay’s general arguments because his statements are assumptions and are not backed up by clear evidence.  Contradictions in both his arguments and elaboration reveal Carpenter’s essay addressing “The Fall of the House of Usher” to be illegitimate and inaccurate.
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