(Optional) Exam 

Philosophy 26: Making Sense of Ourselves

Spring 2006

Instructor: Meg Wallace

Part 1: Short Answer. Please answer only 5 of the following 8 questions. Answers should be no longer than a few sentences. 8 points each.
1. How is Dualism different from Monism? 

2. What is Leibniz’s Law?

3. How does a mind/body Dualist think that the mind differs from the body (e.g., what sorts of properties or attributes does the dualist think that the one has that the other does not)?

4. Briefly lay out ONE of the following: (i) the Argument from Introspection, (ii) the Argument from Conceivability, or (iii) the Argument from Semantic Properties. 

5. What is the Problem of Confirmation? 

6. What view is the Inverted Spectrum a problem for? Briefly explain why.

7. What is Occam’s Razor? 

8. How is Functionalism different from Behaviorism?

Part 2: Long Answer. Please answer only 2 of the following 4 questions. Answers should be no longer that a few blue book pages (or more than that if your handwriting is unusually large and sprawly). 30 points each.
1. State and explain the four principles that we discussed in class: Occam’s Razor, Anti-Spooky Principle, Don’t Ignore the Data, and Leibniz’s Law. Discuss ONE of the views of the mind/body that we discussed in class—Dualism, Behaviorism, Identity Theory, or Functionalism—and how this view fairs according to the principles. Discuss.
2. What is Qualia? How can considerations of qualia help support or dismantle a particular view of the mind? Which view of the mind is this? Do you think these considerations are convincing? Why or why not? 

3. Explain and discuss your favorite view of the mind/body. Discuss your favorite argument for this view, and the most challenging objection against this view.

4. Pick one of the characters in the Perry dialogues whose views you most agree with. Which argument do you think most strongly supports this view? What do you think is the most challenging objection to this view? Discuss.  
