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Authorities and traditions of medieval times underwent an evolution in the late 15th century as a result of the new ideals and rebirth of classical antiquity, known as the Renaissance.  Men of this era transformed their thinking in almost all aspects of life from one of collective interests to the individual.  No longer was man simply part of the masses subject to the leadership of higher powers.  Instead, men of this era again understood the power, strength and importance that one individual can hold in determining their way of life.  Like the Greeks and Romans of old, an individual again could determine their path and could actively pursue their interests for their own personal benefit.  Early modern Europe was characterized by a series of challenges seeking to reinforce individualism of the classical era and in effect transforming the religion, politics and economy of the Renaissance time period.  


The reasoning behind political decisions of medieval times underwent a major shift of principle from morals to individual desires.   Leaders of the medieval era were supposed to employ politics only if they were contributing to the common good of their particular society and even then this behavior was to be based solely on the Christian moral principles (Speilvogel 337).  Unfortunately, the majority of leaders in the medieval era become overwhelmed by imperialist desires and personal greed, which then lead them 

to neglect their Christian morals within the political arena.  The leaders that did hold to their Christian principles became subject to invasion, deception by nobles, conspiracies to overthrow as well as an overall loss of power.  Monarchies and active politicians became forced to conduct themselves with new ideals in order to ensure their strong authority and loyalty among their kingdoms.  


Successful politics of the Renaissance were based on the desires of the individual in power.  Decisions were no longer effective if based on morals, instead one must attempt to use morals but be ready to neglect them if necessary to protect what powers they may possess (Spielvogel 338).  Nicolo Machiavelli, an Italian Renaissance political writer analyzed the politics of the era best by stating that a leaders attitude toward power must be based on the understanding of the self centered human nature of individuals (Spielvogel 338).  As a result of natural corruption, moral governing of medieval times was abandoned for decisions based on the individual within the Renaissance. 


The economy of the Renaissance era challenged the traditions of medieval times in that financial goals were now based on the search for individual profits rather than the survival and maintenance of one’s family and their particular guild.  The dissolution of the feudal relationships became a characteristic of the Middle Ages that lead to the emergence of an early form of capitalism.  No longer did one have to be completely self sufficient, only profiting survival.  Instead one could find a particular trade, and work with others to meet their basic needs. However, medieval times provided an economic system with no mobility, an individual was not subject to change their guild and personal profit was not an aim of the majority of citizens within this time period.  


The Renaissance era challenged the traditional medieval guild system with the emergence of capitalism on a widespread scale, leaving room for an individual to personally profit.  As a result of overseas expansion, trade became more profitable and increased on a grander scale.  The individual began to see flexibility within their particular guild.  The emergence of new markets as a result of imperialism allowed one to begin to look for a particular trade that interested them and that they could find success in or where they could better sell their product, further strengthening their individuality and freedoms.  The collectivization style of economy was exchanged for a capitalist economy that for the first time left the economic success and failure up to the individual. 

Religion was most transformed by the new personal awareness and power brought on by newly instrumented Renaissance thought.  Catholicism of medieval times was one of hierarchal authority.  Man could not hope to find salvation alone in this era.  The pope maintained supreme authority over all aspects of religious life for his particular followers.  The pope also dealt with aspects of life such as taxes, land ownership and political decisions as well, that had no bearing on ones religion.  Throughout history it has been proven that giving one man supreme power without any challenge to authority leads to corruption as a result of the self serving human nature that Machiavelli himself described in his writings.  As a result, the Catholic popes of this era became corrupt in almost all aspects of their governing.  This corruption lead several dissenters to challenge the papal authority and eventually break from the church.  This break from the Catholic authority sparked a new era of seeking salvation on an individual level.     

The new facets of religion created in the late 15th century provided an individual plan of salvation that greatly transformed religion.  Man could now rely on their 

independent Biblical knowledge and personal plan for salvation independent of a centralized authority that required one to pay certain fees and donate certain gifts in order to see redemption. Power to receive salvation lied in ones personal decisions concerning the way they lived their life on Earth and the views that they autonomously believed to be true concerning their own Christianity. 

The challenges to firmly established traditions of the medieval times stemmed from a variety of issues but combined to a single result, the renewed power of the individual.  One could rely on their personal feelings and understandings to determine their political preferences, economic profit plans and religious views.  The renaissance era truly can be characterized as a rebirth of the power of the individual rather than the collective society.  As in the times of ancient classic societies of Greece and Rome, the individual citizens power was reborn within the Renaissance. 

