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The UNC Jazz Lab Band concert took place on November 27, 2001in Hill 
Hall Auditorium.  John Brown directed the band and provided a comical commentary to the audience concerning the songs and band members.   The band itself one baritone saxophone, two alto saxophones, two tenor saxophones, one unamplified bass, one amplified bass, one electric guitar, one acoustic guitar, one drum set, one set of bongo drums, vibes, five trombones, and piano and it making it a big band.  


The style of this concert differed from a strictly swing style to a cooler blues and bop style featured in different performances.  The style of this concert followed more of a West Coast cool jazz and hard bop.  While the concert did feature a few compositions from swing artists such as Duke Ellington and Bennie Harris, the majority of the composers were famous bop, cool and hard bop artists such as Thelonious Monk, Horace Silver and a tribute to the most famous bop artist Miles Davis.  


The first song was a definite upbeat, loud overwhelming swing tune known as “Well Alright Then” by Louis Bellson and Nat Pierce.  I was very impressed how John Brown opens the concerts with a tune that captures the crowd’s attention and appeals to all listeners of jazz.  I feel as though he intentionally uses the popular conventional swing sounds as a way of opening the listener’s ears so that they can not only learn but also appreciate the less accepted musical styles of bop.  This class has really changed my perception of music and I noticed that as the first song began.   I noticed myself listening and perceiving the instruments and the way they interacted through their solos and musical interpretations of the written compositions in a different way.  I looked for the message that the band was trying to interpret with every song and was amazed at the joyous and upbeat tone of the first song.  This piece also featured a solo from every piece of the band that really showcased the overall talent of the group as a whole and the way they interacted with each other.  I was most impressed by the solos of sax player Jordan Potter and the smooth strong sound of trombone player Paul Front.    Both solos featured a personal style in their solos.  After repeated listening of bop tunes of Max Roach and his rhythm section I sensed a bit of his style in the drum playing of Gavin Maxwell.


The band continued the swinging sound of popular jazz with the salsa dance sounding song Speak Low.  I personally enjoyed the vibraharp sounds that accented some notes to the solos.  I also heard the sound of the famous I Dream of Jeanie theme song which to me is very surprising that such a widely known melody can be deemed a part of jazz music.  


The musical style of the band changed when drastically when the unorthodox rhythms of Thelonious Monk and the trumpet sound of Diz Gillespie, and the sax sound of Charlie Parker.  Again the style of placing accents in an unexpected order and repetition of measures with different endings was used the talented piano solos.  The bop styles were apparent and easily distinguished in all the solos as well as the compositions content.  


The fourth (Twelve-Seventeen) and sixth (Crazeology) pieces to follow featured a bop style with the common harmonies, relaxation and tension as well as the wide melodies with certain call and response format.  Overall these pieces were interesting but I enjoyed Duke Ellington’s Perdido piece the most.  I enjoy Duke Ellington’s music a lot and enjoyed the spirited rhythmic lift of this particular piece.  The sax solo of Grey Huddleston was very impressive as was the trumpet solo of Mike Urschel who in my opinion features the widest range and overall talented playing of all the other trumpet players in the band.  The talent of Urschel was also feature din his amazing yet short Tribute to Miles, which he beautifully executed with all the style and range of the talented artist himself.  


I especially enjoyed the pieces of Horace Silver featured in the concert.  The catchy phrases of both of his pieces echoed in my head like pop tunes even after I left this show.  The detailed and percussive piano solos of the piece set up the solos that were beautifully executed by sax of Huddleston, trumpet of Urschel, trombone of Sawyer and my favorite part of the combo, the acoustic guitar of Gavin Maxwell.  


Overall, I thoroughly enjoyed this concert more so than the last one simply because not only had I listened to more jazz pieces but feel as though I understand more of the styles and the meaning and intentions behind them.  Swing, well its popular and catches the attention of those who do not have an understanding of jazz yet the talent of the musicians and artists lies in their ability to play bop and cool jazz effectively conveying all their forms of expressions and overall artistic ability.  I plan on continuing to listen to jazz even after this class.  I also hope to see more concerts and enjoy the growing knowledge of perhaps the music style that requires the most musical talent, something not too common in the mainstream styles of today.  I have enjoyed this class and the UNC Jazz Lab band, which I plan on following the rest of my years at Carolina. 

