Why America: A look into the man and the meaning behind Osama Bin Laden’s Holy War Against the United States


The September 11th   attack on the American World Trade Centers and Pentagon, injuring and killing thousands of innocent civilians changed the life of every American and brought fear into the hearts of citizens around the world.  No longer was the United States a country safe from terrorism on home soil.  For the first time many American came familiar with a man and message that represents a large number of Arabs throughout the world.  Osama Bin Laden, the man believed to be responsible for the suicide terrorist attacks has declared a religious war of jihad against America on behalf of all Muslims.  As declared in his fatwah, Bin Laden justifies Islamic holy war against the United States as a result of the American occupation of the Gulf region including the two holy cities of Islam, American exploitation of Arab resources and American aid to Israel and other areas whenever there is a Jewish/Muslim conflict.  


In order to understand the meaning behind the madness of the fundamentalist Islamic extremist leader, Osama Bin Laden, one must first become familiar with his past and just how he founded his doctrines of hatred against the United States.   It is hard to imagine just how a the seventeenth son of a wealthy Saudi contruction company owner could develop such strong militant Islamic doctrines as well as the strong conviction to see attacks put into action (www.msnbc.com).  Bin Laden first became a well-known figure in 1989 with the end of the Afghan and Soviet Union war.  For the first time Bin Laden is quoted as saying that “the legend about the invincibility of the superpowers vanished”(www.pbs.org).  Bin Laden a well informed man in world affairs kept company with Islamic extremists who believed that the injustices against Muslims world wide could be blamed on the United States.  He then put his millions and Islamic ties into action and while being expelled from his homeland of Saudi Arabia found refuge and support with the Taliban government of Afghanistan.  Bin Laden labeled his plight against America not to be one of vengeance, rage but one in the name of Allah, the supreme God of the Islamic faith.  In an interview Bin Laden is quoted as saying that “

The ruling to kill the Americans and their allies- civilian and military- is an individual duty for every Muslim who can do it in any country in which it is possible to do it, in order to liberate the al-Asqua Mosque (in Jerusalem) and the holy mosque (in Saudi Arabia) from their grip…”(www.msnbc.com).  Thus the quest and leadership to kill all Americans, man, woman or child in the name of Islam and the glory of Allah for Osama Bin Laden.  


Bin Laden first justifies his holy war against the United States by the American occupation of the two holy Islamic sites of Mecca and Medina(www.msnbc.com).  These two sites are deemed by Muslims to be areas free from all Western influence, as holy and pure sites.  Yet American troops are stationed within these areas and our commercial symbols are everywhere.  In the mind of Islamic extremists such as Bin Laden this is a violation to the sites purity and is considered a sign of disrespect to the Muslim faith.  In an effort to purify their religion and in the name of Allah, religious war has been declared on America until troops leave the occupied holy areas as well as other groups of demands are met.


Another aspect of American foreign policy that has lead to the jihad of Osama Bin Laden and others against America concerns American support for Israel and Jews (www.pbs.com).  Bin Laden and other Islamic extremists believe that “Western forces support the Jewish and Zionist plans for expansion of what is called the Great Israel, “emphasized Bin Laden in an interview with an American reporter (www.pbs.org).  Militant Arabs like Bin Laden and his followers consider American support to the Israels as an attack on the Muslims of Palestine.  The two sides have been fighting since Biblical times and by providing support and arms to one side of the conflict, the Jews, the Muslims see this as a direct attack responsible for hundreds of dead devoted followers of their faith.   To avenge the death of  Muslims, in effect glorifying Allah is the goal of the religious war against the United States in hopes that by weakening America will lead to an end to United States support for Jewish groups in Israel, Muslims can win their holy  land.


Lastly, Osama Bin Laden justifies a holy jihad on the United States by the “plundering of resources” that America has done while occupying the Gulf region (www.pbs.com).  After the Gulf War it is apparent just how much the United States depends on the Arab region of the world for oil.  Truly the daily life of all Americans would drastically change were petroleum not provided in massive amounts.  Bin Laden feels that American occupation to protect the oil reserve is likely to lead to the aggression on the part of the Muslims countries that occupy and as a result the”oil wealth is in dancer of being burned up” (The Idler 11).  In order to preserve this wealth of natural resources that stabilize the Muslim as well as the world economy Bin Laden and others aim to cause disaster so great in America that the United States will have no choice but to leave the land of the Gulf peninsula (www.pbs.org).  The violence and terrorism is again only strengthing the will of Allah and protecting the divine resources given to the Muslim population.  


After reading Osama Bin Laden’s fatwa I was disturbed at just how real the injustices of American foreign policy are in the minds of Muslims.  Truly before reading this document I had no idea as to why any follower of a peaceful religion such as Islam could justify the murder of thousands of innocent civilians. However after reading the document it is clear that in the mind of Bin Laden the war against America is not only warranted based on past crimes it is necessary in order to glorifiy the God by which he feels that he serves.  Even more alarming is the fact that there are Muslims all over the world that identify with Bin Laden and agree that America is to blame for the slaughter and problems of their nation of believers.  While not all Muslims identify with Bin Laden’s extremist message, many do agree that a jihad against Americans that occupy their terrority, support their enemy and pillage their resources.  War involving one’s religion posses the greatest threat to any enemy.  As Bin Laden states “what we care ofr is to please Allah” meaning that there is no other goal in life but to glorify their God.”  Muslims also believe that there years are already predetermined thereby murdering in a holy war for Allah is a reward worthy of the highest esteem in the mind of the militant Muslims (www.pbs.org).  Terrorist attacks on the United States are a new concept for all Americans to fathom yet for Osama Bin Laden September 11th 2001 was only the first of many battles to come in his holy jihad against evil America.  In his mind he is nothing but a servant to Allah rightly following his religion, yet in our mind he is an extremist with a twisted message of what Islam means and more over he is a murderer that deserves to pay for his crimes.  Who is right in this fight?  The question is a personal one and in my opinion cannot be solved, only left to personal interpretation and beliefs.  Yet the man and his message should be assessed before judgements are made.  

