Second Paper: POLI 100
Two primary goals of this class are for you to be able to write a logical and coherent cause-and-effect argument and to evaluate arguments with data. Hence, the purpose of this paper is for you to develop an argument about how two variables should relate, then interpret a cross-tabulation to test your idea. The dependent variable must be political in nature, while the independent variable can be anything you think relates to the dependent variable. For this assignment, you will use data from the 2004 National Election Study, which was conducted by the University of Michigan and includes a sample of 1,212 citizens of voting age. The data are posted at <http://www.unc.edu/~monogan/teaching> in the file labeled "nes2004.dta". In writing this paper, it will be helpful to consider the following questions:
1. What is your research question? In other words, what will your cause-and-effect argument and cross-tabulation tell the reader that he or she may not have known?

2. Why should the cause you're considering produce the effect you expect?

3. Spend about a paragraph explaining your independent and dependent variables. What questions did survey participants answer in giving these responses? What are the possible responses that they gave? Why, in your opinion, are these interesting variables to consider?

4. Spend another paragraph interpreting the results of your cross-tabulation. When comparing the distribution of the dependent variable across columns, do you see a clear trend? Is this the trend you expected? What does this cross-tabulation mean for your cause-and-effect argument? (Note: If your cause-and-effect argument turns out to be false, that may be the most interesting result of all. Part of the purpose of this exercise is to learn something new.)

5. What conclusion can you draw based on what you have learned? Why should someone be interested in what you have found? For example, your result may have a normative (good or bad) implication for American politics, or it may have consequences in many aspects of politics.

Basics:

The maximum length for the paper is 1500 words in length (about five pages); please list the word count on the first page. The paper should be double-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font, with default margins and all pages numbered. Please turn-in a typewritten hard copy to me at the beginning of class on the due date, April 11. (If you are unable to attend class, you may turn-in a hard copy to me early or have someone else give it to me at class time.) This paper is worth 20 possible points.
Criteria for a Successful Paper:
1. Quality of argument (Does the writing clearly explain the cause and the effect? Is it convincing in explaining why the cause produces the effect?)

2. Table presentation (Is the table nicely formatted? Does the paper follow the guidelines for including a table? Is sufficient attention paid to interpreting the table?)

3. Overall presentation (Does the writing correctly use grammar & punctuation?)

4. Organization (Does the writing have a clear direction that is followed throughout?)

5. Originality (Does the analysis consider a unique idea? Might the reader learn something new?)

A = excellent performance on all five criteria

B = above average on four or excellent on some but flawed on others

C = average across the board or above average in part but with significant flaws

D = below average across the board

Theory of Cross-Tabulations: A Review

Researchers often seek to explain why a certain variable varies. This variable of interest is the dependent variable. For example, a researcher might be interested in why some people favor gun control, while others do not. The distribution of a dependent variable is the relative frequency of each value of the variable (simply put). Hence, if 46.6% of survey respondents favor a ban on guns, while 53.4% oppose it, this is the distribution of the researcher’s dependent variable. A researcher then forms a theory of what causal factor might affect the dependent variable, and the measurement of this causal factor is the independent variable. A researcher might reason that, all else equal, a person will trust the leaders of his or her party on an issue. Since Republican leaders almost universally argue against gun control, while many Democratic leaders favor it, there should be less support for a gun ban among Republicans when compared to Democrats. The researcher could then choose a survey respondent's self-reported party identification to test the hypothesis that Republicans will be less supportive of a gun ban than Democrats.

A cross tabulation tests the hypothesis that an independent variable has a causal effect by comparing the distribution of the dependent variable for each category of the independent variable. The researcher asks: Will certain values of the dependent variable be noticeably more or less frequent when moving from one category of an independent variable to another? If the example researcher observes that 52.9% of Democrats favor a gun ban, while 37.9% of Republicans favor this ban, then he or she might conclude that a 15% difference in the frequency of this survey answer suggests that the distribution of opinion on gun control for Democrats is different from the distribution of Republicans. Further, support for a gun ban decreases moving from Democrats to Independents and from Independents to Republicans, as expected.  The researcher could conclude, then, that partisanship affects opinion on gun control. When organizing a cross-tabulation, follow three important rules:
1. Use the independent variable to define a table’s columns and the dependent variable to define the rows. Include raw frequencies in parentheses in each cell and sum-up total frequencies for each row and each column.

2. Always break-down percentages within categories of the independent variable. Many people make a mistake by breaking-down percentages within categories of the dependent variable; such a mistake prevents a researcher from testing the true hypothesis that the independent variable causes the dependent variable and not the reverse.

3. In interpreting results, compare the percentages across columns at the same value of the dependent variable.

Some common mistakes to avoid: First, avoid breaking-down percentages by the dependent variable (see rule 2). Second, avoid comparing the largest percentage in each category of an independent variable: The hypothesis states that the frequency of the dependent variable will vary by value of the independent variable; it does not argue what value of the dependent variable will be most frequent. Lastly, avoid drawing inferences based on the pure magnitude of percentages; the researcher’s task is to look at differences in the distribution. For example, even if 80% of Democrats and 60% of Republicans had expressed support for a gun ban, the researcher should not focus on majority support in both categories, but conclude that a 20% difference implies that partisanship importantly affects gun control opinion.
Data analysis with Stata
Stata is statistical analysis program available at the computer labs in at the Davis and House libraries, as well as the Odum Institute (Manning 01) where we will hold class on April 7. It is a command-prompt program, so you will have to learn a few commands to use Stata. Some of the basic commands are:
· To open a file, you may click "File," then "Open" in the menu bar, browsing for your data set. For this assignment, you should download "nes2004.dta" from the course website, <http://www.unc.edu/~monogan/teaching/>, and open this data.

· To obtain descriptive statistics about a variable, such as the mean, minimum, & maximum value, type "summarize varname". Here, varname refers to the name of the variable you are interested in.

· If you would like to see all the data in an excel-style spreadsheet, type "browse".

· To see the frequency of each possible value of a variable, type "table varname".

Directions for Running a Cross-Tabulation in Stata
For your reference, here are exact instructions on how to run a cross-tabulation in Stata:
· Download “nes2004.dta” from the course webpage onto the Stata-loaded computer you are using.

· Open this file through the program (as described above).

· Type "tabulate DV IV, column". Here DV is your dependent variable (the effect) and IV is your independent variable (the cause). By typing ", column" at the end, Stata provides the distribution of the dependent variable within each column in percentage terms.

· If you highlight the text of output screen, you can copy and paste it into Notepad. This way you can save a small document for future reference when you make the table for your paper. You also can paste this into MS Word, but you need to use "Courier New" 8 point font for all of the columns to line-up. (Also, be sure to save in a format your computer can read.)
Table Formatting: Presenting Your Analysis

In the final paper, you should report the results of your cross-tabulation in table format. At the point in your paper in which you begin to explain the results, place the following line between two paragraphs:

[Insert Table 1]

Place Table 1 on a separate page at the end of your paper. An appropriate table design might look like this:

Table 1: Gun Control Opinions, by Partisanship (Cross-Tabulation)

	
	Party Identification
	
	

	Opinion on Gun Ban
	Democrat
	Independent
	Republican
	
	Total

	Favor
	52.9%

(314)
	46.6%

(223)
	37.9%

(162)
	
	46.6%

(699)

	Oppose
	47.1%

(280)
	53.4%

(256)
	62.1%

(265)
	
	53.4%

(801)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	100.0%

(594)
	100.0%

(479)
	100.0%

(427)
	
	100.0%

(1,500)

	Source: 1996 National Election Study.


Description of Variables in the 2004 National Election Study
Please choose your dependent and independent variables from this list below.  If you have any questions on the meaning or content of any of these variables, please ask me.  Note:  With cross-tabulations, variables with fewer unique values are easier to interpret.  Hence, if you would like to use a variable with many possible values (such as a feeling thermometer, which is a 0-100 rating), please let me know.  I happily will create a unique data set for you that simplifies this variable to a few values.

NOTES ON ABBREVIATIONS:

* cats = categories

* R = respondent (person answering survey)

* Any variable with a tilde (~) has an abbreviated name in this document, so you will have to look-up the full name.

abort_funding   * Favor/oppose govt funds to pay for abortion

abort_imp       * Importance of abortion issue to R

abort_partial   * Favor/oppose ban on partial-birth abortions

abort_rights    * Abortion position: self-placement

afghan_cost     * War in Afghanistan worth the cost

age             * Respondent age

ashcroft_therm  * Feeling Thermometer: John Ashcroft

asian_therm     * Feeling Thermometer: Asian Americans

asian_traits    * R's stereotypes of asians: lazy/hrdwrking, unintel/intel,untrstwrthy/trstwrthy

asian_traits3   * R's stereotypes of asians: 3 cats

attend          * Attendance at religious services

attend3         * Relig attend: 3 cats

attent          * Interested in following campaigns?

bible           * Bible is word of God or men

bigbus_therm    * Feeling Thermometer: Big Business

black_affirmact * R favors/opposes preference for blacks in jobs?

black_jobs      * Should government see to fair employment for blacks?

black_link      * Scale: Strength of link between R and blacks in society

black_therm     * Feeling Thermometer: Blacks

black_traits    * R's stereotypes of blacks: lazy/hrdwrking, unintel/intel, untrstwrthy/trstwrthy

black_traits3   * R's stereotypes of blacks: 3 cats

bush_budget_d~t * Pres approval: handling budget deficit

bush_econ       * Pres approval: handling of econ

bush_foreign_~l * Pres approval: handling foreign relations

bush_job        * Pres approval: general job handling

bush_likes      * Bush likes minus dislikes

bush_terror     * Pres approval: handling war on terror

bush_therm      * Feeling Thermometer: GW Bush

bush_therm_pst  * Feeling Thermometer: GW Bush

buspeople       * Feeling Thermometer – business people

camp_contrib    * Summary: $ to cands / parties

cand_contrib    * Give $ to candidate?

care_house      * Care who wins House election?

care_pres       * Care who wins presidential election?

cathchurch_th~m * Feeling Thermometer – the Catholic Church

catholic_therm  * Feeling Thermometer: Catholics

cheney_therm    * Feeling Thermometer: Cheney

clinton_therm   * Feeling Thermometer: Bill Clinton

congress_job    * Approve/disapprove Congress handling its job?

congress_therm  * Feeling Thermometer: Congress

conservative_~m * Feeling Thermometer: Conservatives

deathpen        * Strength R favors/opposes death penalty

defense7        * Defense spending - 7-point scale self-placement
defense_imp     * Importance of defense spending issue to R

dem_likes       * Dem party likes minus dislikes

dem_therm       * Feeling Thermometer: Democratic party

democrat        * Is R Democrat?

denom           * Summary: R's major religious group

divided_govt    * Better when one party controls presidency and congress?

early_voter     * Did R vote early?

educ            * Highest grade of school or year of college R completed

educ2           * Education: 2 cats

educ3           * Educ: 3 cats

educ7           * R education level: 7 cats

educ7_spouse    * Summary: Spouse/partner education level

educ_spouse     * Spouse: highest grade or year of college

edwards_therm   * Feeling Thermometer: John Edwards

egalit3         * Egalitarianism: 3 cats

egalitarianism  * Egalitarianism scale

elderly_therm   * Feeling Thermometer: Older people (the elderly)

employstat      * R employment status

enviro_therm    * Feeling Thermometer: environmentalists

envirojobs      * Environment vs. jobs tradeoff scale - self-placement

envirojobs_imp  * Importance of environment/jobs issue to R

external_poleff * External political efficacy

fair_2000       * Was 2000 Pres election fair/unfair

fedgov_therm    * Feeling Thermometer: Federal Government in Washington

fedspend_bord~s * Fed Budget Spending: border sec to prevent illeg imm

fedspend_child  * Federal Budget Spending: child care

fedspend_crime  * Federal Budget Spending: dealing with crime

fedspend_fore~n * Federal Budget Spending: foreign aid

fedspend_poor   * Federal Budget Spending: aid to the poor

fedspend_roads  * Federal Budget Spending: building/repairing highways

fedspend_school * Federal Budget Spending: public schools

fedspend_scie~e * Federal Budget Spending: science and technology

fedspend_socsec * Federal Budget Spending: Social Security

fedspend_terror * Federal Budget Spending: war on terrorism

fedspend_welf~e * Federal Budget Spending: welfare programs

feminist_therm  * Feeling Thermometer: Feminists

foreign_expand  * Foreign pol goals: Expansionist scale

foreign_protect * Foreign pol goals: Protectionist scale

funda_therm     * Feeling Thermometer: Christian Fundamentalists

gay_adopt       * Gay adoptions OK?

gay_discrim     * Favor laws protecting gays?

gay_marriage    * Allow gay marriage?

gay_military    * Allow gays in military?

gay_therm       * Feeling Thermometer: Gay Men and Lesbians

gender          * R gender

gun_imp4        * Importance of gun access issue to R

guncontrol      * How much easier/harder to buy gun - self-placement

guncontrol2     * Harder / Easier to buy gun?

guncontrol_imp  * Importance of gun access issue to R

gunown          * Does R have a gun in his or her home or garage?

health_afford1  * Did R put off medical treatment R could not afford?

health_afford2  * Can R afford needed health care?

health_afford3  * Does R have health insurance?

help_blacks7    * Government assistance to blacks-7 point scale self-pl

help_blacks_imp * Importance of aid to blacks issue to R

hh_kids         * R have children in HH?

hhold_comp      * Household composition

hillary_therm   * Feeling Thermometer: Hillary Clinton

hispanic7       * R position on aid to Hispanic-Americans scale

hispanic_link   * Scale: Strength of link between R and hispanics in society

hispanic_therm  * Feeling Thermometer: Hispanics (Hispanic-Americans)

hispanic_traits * R's stereotypes of hispanics: lazy/hrdwrking, unintel/intel,untrstwrthy/trstwrt

hispanic_trai~3 * R's stereotypes of hispanics: 3 cats

illegals_therm  * Feeling Thermometer – illegal immigrants

illegals_therm3 * Feeling thermo-illegal immigrants: 3 cats

immigration     * Should immigration be increased, decreased, stay same?

imports         * Favor or oppose limits on foreign imports

income_hh       * Household income

income_hh3      * HH income: 3 cats

income_r        *  Respondent income

inflation_fut~e * Inflation in next year?

inflation_past  * Inflation much or somewhat better/worse in last year?

interventionism * Interventionism by diplomacy/military: self-placement

interventioni~p * Importance of diplomacy issue to R

intervent~p_pst * Interventionism by diplomacy/military: importance

intervent~m_pst * Interventionism by diplomacy/military: self-placement

iraq_approve    * How much approve/disapprove Bush handling Iraq war

iraq_cost       * Was Iraq war worth the cost

iraq_terror     * Iraq war increased or decreased threat of terrorism

israel_therm    * Feeling Thermometer: Israel

jew_therm       * Feeling Thermometer: Jews

jobs7           * Job and Good Standard of Living-scale self-placement

jobs_imp        * Importance of guaranteed jobs/standard living issue

kerry_likes     * Kerry likes minus dislikes

kerry_therm     * Feeling Thermometer: John Kerry

kerry_therm_pst * Feeling Thermometer: John Kerry

laura_bush_th~m * Feeling Thermometer: Laura Bush

libcon3_r       * Ideology: 3 cats

libcon7_bush    * Liberal/conservative placement- GW Bush

libcon7_dem     * Liberal/conservative placement- Dem Party

libcon7_kerry   * Liberal/conservative placement- Kerry

libcon7_nader   * Liberal/conservative placement- Nader

libcon7_r       * Liberal/conservative self-placement -7-point scale

libcon7_rep     * Liberal/conservative placement- Rep party

liberal_therm   * Feeling Thermometer: Liberals

marital         * Marital status

mccain_therm    * Feeling Thermometer: John McCain

medinsur7       * Govt/private medical insurance scale: self-placement

medinsur7_imp   * Importance of govt health insurance issue to R

memnum          * Number of group memberships

memnum2         * Group mem?

men_therm       * Feeling Thermometer - men

midclass_therm  * Feeling Thermometer – middle class people

military_imp    * How important is it for US to have strong military?

military_therm  * Feeling Thermometer: The Military

moralism        * Moralism scale

moralism3       * Moralism: 3 cats

muslim_therm    * Feeling Thermometer: Muslims

nader_therm     * Feeling Thermometer: Nader

nader_therm_pst * Feeling Thermometer: Ralph Nader

online_news_d~s * How many days past week read a daily online newspaper

paper_days      * How many days past week read a daily newspaper?

parents_usa     * Both parents born in U.S.?

party_better_~n * Which party better?: handling nation's economy

party_better~ar * Which party better?: handle keeping out of war

party_better~or * Which party better?: handle war on terrorism

party_contrib   * Give $ to party?

partyid3        * R Party ID: 3 cats

partyid7        * Summary: R party ID

patriotism      * Patriotism scale

polinfo_iw      * Interviewer observation: R level of political information

polknow         * Wh/party controls Hse, Sen?; Who are Hastert, Rehnquist, Blair, Cheney?

polknow3        * Pol know: 3 cats

poor_therm      * Feeling Thermometer: Poor people

powell_therm    * Feeling Thermometer: Colin Powell

pray            * How often does R pray

predict_close~e * Will pres race be close in state?

predict_close~n * Will pres race be close or will (winner) win by a lot?

predict_win     * Who does R think will be elected president?

predict_win_s~e * Which pres cand will carry state?

prochoice       * Prochoice abortion scale

progovmnt       * Pro big-government scale

r_econ_future   * R better/worse off 1 year from now?

r_econ_past     * R better/worse off than 1 year ago?

race            * Race of Respondent

race_2          * Race: White / Black

race_3          * Race: White / Black / Hispanic

racial_cons4    * Racial conserv: 4 cats

racial_conser~m * Racial conservatism scale

reagan_therm    * Feeling Thermometer: Ronald Reagan

region          * Region

relimp          * Religion:guidance in day-to-day living?

rep_likes       * Rep party likes minus dislikes

rep_therm       * Feeling Thermometer: Republican party

retired         * Is R retired?

rich_therm      * Feeling Thermometer – rich people

right_track     * Are things in the country on right track?

servspend7      * Spending and Services - 7-point scale self-placement

servspend_imp   * Importance of spending/services issue to R

social_trust    * Social trust

socsec_reform   * Summary: favor/oppose investing Soc Sec funds

south           * region==3 South

southern_therm  * Feeling Thermometer -Southerners

spend11         * IncrFed$, 11 prgms

state           * FIPS state code

stock_investor  * Does R/spouse have any money invested in stock market?

supcourt_therm  * Feeling Thermometer: U.S. Supreme Court

taxcut          * Does R favor/oppose tax cuts Pres. Bush initiated

timing          * Timing of R's vote choice

timing2         * Timing of R's vote choice: 2 cats

tv_days         * Days past week watch natl news on TV

unemploy_future * R think there more or less unemployment in next year?

unemploy_past   * Unemployment better or worse in last year?

union_hh        * Anyone in HH belong to labor union?

union_therm     * Feeling Thermometer: Labor Unions

us_econ_bush    * National economy better/worse since GW Bush took ofc

us_econ_future  * Will national economy be better or worse in next 12 mos?

us_econ_past    * National economy better/worse in last year?

us_econ_past3   * US econ better/worse in last yr?

us_isolate      * Country would be better off if we just stayed home

us_moral_bush   * Has US moral climate gotten better/worse since 2000

us_secure_bush  * Has current admin made U.S. more/less secure

us_world        * During last year, U.S. position in world weaker/stronger?

veteran         * Ever served or currently serving in US military?

vote_2000       * Did R vote in 2000?

vote_2004       * Did R vote in 2004?

vouchers        * Favor/oppose school vouchers

welfare3        * Increase fed welfare$?

welfare_therm   * Feeling Thermometer: People on welfare

white_therm     * Feeling Thermometer: Whites

white_traits    * R's stereotypes of whites: lazy/hrdwrking, unintel/intel, untrstwrthy/trstwrthy

white_traits3   * R's stereotypes of whites: 3 cats

who04_2         * Kerry or Bush?

who_2000        * 2000 vote choice

who_2004        * R's vote for president

women_jobs      * Equal treatment for women in jobs

women_link      * Scale: Strength of link between R and women in society

women_therm     * Feeling Thermometer - women

women_work      * Women cause problems or face discrimination?

womrole7        * Women's role - 7-point scale self-placement

womrole_imp     * How important is the issue of women's equal role

workclass_therm * Feeling Thermometer: working class people

yob             * Year of birth

young_therm     * Feeling Thermometer – young people
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