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I suspect students can learn the surface features of academic style better if they have first made good progress with the underlying intellectual practices. When students are really succeeding in doing a meaty academic task, then the surface stylistic features are more likely to be integral and organic rather than merely an empty game or mimicry. (Elbow, 1991. p. 150)
Four Common Writing “Disorders”

1. graphophobia (writer’s block)

2. extreme myopia (the inability to focus) 

3. hypocognition (an underuse of critical thinking) 

4. alexia (the inability to reread one’s own writing)

Four Fun Solutions


1. Pick a sentence and go! (fluency writing technique)


2. Dialogue writing (a hot-blooded argument!)


3. Writing critically (modeling the process)


4. Revising peer review (discussion)

Many More Handouts…

… a list of references, and the PowerPoint presentation are available for download from:

www.unc.edu/~nacaplan/tesol2009

(save the environment & checked baggage fees)
� A paper based on an earlier version of this workshop has been published as Stokes, L.R., N.A. Caplan, & A.S. McCullough, “Beyond ‘Help!’ – Diagnosing the L2 Writer’s Essay: A Strategies-Based Approach” in C.M. Pearson, K. Losey, & N.A. Caplan (Eds.), Proceedings of the 2007 MITESOL Conference. East Lansing, MSU Press, 2008. Available for download at www.unc.edu/~nacaplan/tesol2009





