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Health of Nations: An International Perspective on U.S. Health Reform

For each chapter on a different country (we will read chapters 1-3 and 6-8, including Canada, Britain, and Germany), ask the following questions as you are thinking about the material:

1. How is the health care system organized?

2. How is the health system financed?

3. How are physicians and hospital paid, and how does the country in question control costs?

4. To what extent does the system rely on public insurance, private insurance, or direct public delivery of services?

5. What role does the private sector have in each system?

6.  What problems and issues of health reform is the system currently facing?

7.   What are the similarities and differences between the country in question, and the more general “international standard” in health care, as compared to the U.S. health system?  

8.   Is this country’s health system desirable and feasible as a model for national health insurance in the U.S.?  Are there parts of the system that are more or less desirable and feasible?  What changes, if any, would we have to make to adapt the model to the U.S.?

9. What is Graig’s argument about convergence between health systems and what evidence is presented to support this thesis?  Is it convincing?

10.  Why, despite their better record in cost control, have other countries     sought to learn from, and in some cases adopt, managed care practices in the U.S.?

