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Book II

Chapter 1
The Mirage of Reform

1. Why despite the repeated efforts of reformers, did the United States not adopt national health insurance (NHI)?

2. What groups supported NHI and who opposed it?  What strategies did opponents use in trying to block its passage?

Chapter 2
The Triumph of Accommodation

1. What are the origins of private health insurance in the U.S., including Blue Cross and Blue Shield?


2. What were the chief characteristics of the private health insurance system that developed in the 1930s and 1940s and how did they impact both physicians and hospitals?  

3. Why did physicians perceive prepaid growth practices as a threat?

Chapter 3
The Liberal Years

1. What role did the federal government play in medical research after World War II?

2. What role did hospitals occupy in the U.S. health system and how did government policies affect shape that role?

3. What does Starr mean by “reorganization without redistribution”?  

4.  What were the origins of Medicare and what were its chief characteristics as an insurance program?  

5.   What are the differences between Medicare and Medicaid?

Chapter 4
End of a Mandate

1. How and why did the professional sovereignty of physicians erode in the 1970s?

2. Why did NHI re-emerge on the national agenda and why did it again fail?

Chapter 5
The Coming of the Corporation

1. What does Starr mean by the “coming of the corporation”?

2. What does he predict for the future of the health care system (remember this was written in 1982)?

3. What does he believe will happen to the professional sovereignty of physicians and why?

