Final Exam Study Guide





Exam Date: 12.15.06
This exam will have four sections: (I) chronology; (II) logical terms; (III) minor essay; (IV) major essay. 
I. Chronology (5 minutes)

This section will ask you to list, in chronological order, the nine philosophers we read this semester. You will also be asked to place in parentheses after each philosopher’s name the century or centuries during which he lived.

II. Logical Terms (10 minutes)
This section will present you with two short passages of philosophy that we have read in this course, accompanied by two short lists of logical terms. From each short list, you will be asked to identify the term most relevant to each passage, explaining your choice. These terms may be drawn from any of those listed on the syllabus.

III. Minor Essay (40 minutes)
This section will ask you to write one essay answering a question that I will choose from the following list:
1. What is the constitution of the self? We first considered this question in our discussion of Epictetus. What ambiguous view of the self did his philosophy entail? More explicit was Plato’s account, in Book 4 of his Republic. What is Plato’s argument there that the self is tripartite? How successful is his argument. Freud too developed a tripartite model. How was it similar to Plato’s, and how did it differ? What reasons led him to develop this account? How compelling were these reasons? In sum, of these three philosophers, who offered the best account of the self? (Hint: you already prepared the Plato section of this question for the midterm.

2. What role does libido (or erōs) play in human life? We first encountered this word in Plato, where it was translated as ‘Passion.’ What kind of desire is eros, and what role does it play in Plato’s account of human corruption—especially in the life of the tyrannical soul? We next encoutnered this word in Augustine, where it was translated as ‘inordinate desire.’ What role does libido play in human life, according to Augustine? Finally, we encountered this word in Freud, where both Freud and his English translator left it as libido. What is this drive, according to Freud, and what role does it play in human life? Who has the most accurate account of libido / erōs: Plato, Augustine, or Freud? 
3. Who was Socrates? What is philosophy? Many think of Socrates as the quintessential philosopher. Plato and Nietzsche agree. For them, therefore, to ask “Who was Socrates?” is tantamount to asking “What is philosophy?”. Speaking in Books 5–7 of Plato’s Republic, the character of Socrates develops an account of the philosopher. What is this account, and how sound is it? Now, whereas Plato idealizes Socrates, Nietzsche criticizes him, and by implication all of philosophy. What are Nietzsche’s criticisms of both Socrates and philosophy? How sound are they? (Hint: for your midterm you already prepared the Plato part of this question.)
IV. Major Essay (60 minutes)
This section will ask you to write one essays answering a question that I will choose from the following list:
1. What is the best life? Present the major philosophical theories we considered in this class. Be sure to do these theories justice, not only stating their main theses, but also adding important qualifications, explanations, and nuances. At the very least, say what arguments were offered in support of each theory, what objections could be raised against it, and whether it is able to reply to these objections. In sum, which theory best survives rational scrutiny? These theories were developed by Hellenistic philosophers (Epictetus, Epicurus, and Sextus Empiricus), Plato and the Christians (Augustine and Lewis), and two modern critical philosophers (Nietzsche and Freud). (Hint: for your midterm you already prepared the answers for Stoicism, Epicureanism, Skepticism, and Plato.)
2. Are we free? Present the major philosophical views we considered in this class. What arguments were offered in support of each view? What objections could be raised against it? Is it able to reply to these objections? In sum, which view best survives rational scrutiny? These views were espoused by: Epictetus, Epicurus, Augustine, and Nietzsche. Although Freud did not explicitly discuss this question, you should also consider the implications of his model of the mind for human freedom. (Hint: for your midterm you already prepared the answers for Epictetus and Epicurus.)

3. Does God exist? Present the major philosophical answers we considered in this class. What arguments were offered in support of each answer? What objections could be raised against it? Is it able to reply to these objections? In sum, which answer best survives rational scrutiny? Positive answers were offered by Sextus Empiricus (representing a Stoic answer), Augustine, and Lewis. Critical answers were offered by Sextus Empiricus, again, but also Marx, Nietzsche, and Freud. (Hint: Sextus’s answers were the subject of your first paper, and we are discussing Lewis’s answer in class this week.)
