Midterm Exam Study Guide





Exam Date: 11.03.06
This exam will have two sections: (I) logical terms; (II) essays. 
I. Logical Terms (10 minutes)
This section will present you with two short passages of philosophy that we have read in this course, accompanied by two short lists of logical terms. From each short list, you will be asked to identify the term most relevant to each passage, explaining your choice. These terms may be drawn from any of those listed on the syllabus up to the date of the exam.

II. Essays (40 minutes total)
This section will ask you to write two essays answering questions that I will choose from the following lists (one from list A and one from list B):
A: Epictetus, Epicurus, Sextus, and Augustine
1. Present the Stoic view of the best life. Or, how does the Stoic achieve peace of mind? First, use the major analogies used by Epictetus himself (the Captain, the banquet, the play, the contest, and the marketplace). Next, discuss a few of the practical techniques Epictetus recommends for detachment from one’s desires. Finally, marshal two of the inconsistencies of this view of the best life.

2. Present the Epicurean view of the best life. Or, how does the Epicurean achieve peace of mind? This is a life of pleasure, but pleasure of what sort? This is a pious life, but pious reverence for what sort of gods? This is a fearless life, but fearless of what most of all? Ground your answer to each question in the Epicurean understanding of the cosmos as nothing but atoms and void.

3. Epictetus assumed that humans have free-will, and Epicurus argued for our freedom. Why did Epictetus need to assume this? How consistent was this assumption with the rest of his philosophy? What was Epicurus’s argument for human freedom? How tenable is this argument?
4. In class we discussed many problems with Epicureanism. These problems included difficulties with the Epicurean notions of: atoms, compounds, perception, knowledge, mind, time, free-will, pleasure, friendship, and justice. Present five of these problems in as much detail as time permits.

5. Present the Skeptical view of the best life. Generally speaking, how does the Skeptic achieve peace of mind? Be sure to mention the analogy to Apelles, the painter. More specifically, what are the techniques—the skeptical modes—used by Sextus to achieve this goal? With the help of examples, whenever possible, present the two modes, the five, and a few representatives of the ten.

6. Augustine compared his Christian appropriation of pagan culture to the Jews of the Exodus carrying away the treasure of the Egyptians. Which ideas has Augustine borrowed from his Greek predecessors, especially Plato and the Stoics? Has he preserved all of these ideas intact, or has he reconfigured some of them to suit their new, Christian context? Are any inconsistencies created by Augustine’s appropriations?

B: Plato’s Republic
1. What three definitions of justice does Socrates receive in Book 1, first from Cephalus, next from Polemarchus, and then from Thrasymachus? How does he refute, or appear to refute, each one? What becomes his own definition of justice, in Book 4? How does he arrive at it, and how does his definition recapture insights from each of the definitions ‘refuted’ earlier?

2. What was Glaucon’s challenge to Socrates, and in what three ways did Socrates respond to this challenge? A full answer will mention not just the challenge in Book 2 and Socrates’ three direct responses in Book 9, but also some of the essential developments of Books 2–9 that enrich these responses.

3. What is Plato’s best argument, in Book 4, that the soul has three parts? This argument begins with the Principle of Opposites (or Contraries). What is this principle, and to what sort of circumstances does Socrates apply it to generate a tripartite soul? How successful is this argument?
4. What are Forms, and why does Plato think they must exist? (His thoughts on this matter are found toward the end of Book 5.) Present two of the three famous images of Books 6–7 that illustrate the role of Forms in human knowledge: the Sun, the Line, and the Cave. Where on the Line, or where in the Cave, would such images themselves be found? What does this inferior position say about Plato’s philosophical writing?
5. Describe Plato’s ideal political constitution, the kallipolis, and the four political constitutions into which it degenerates. Enumerate the most important features of each, but also show how Plato thinks each lower constitution emerges from the one above it in the hierarchy. 

6. Plato’s Republic is a masterwork not only of philosophy but also of literary art. Nevertheless, it concludes with three criticisms of (imitative) art. What are these criticisms, and how effective are they against art—including the art of Plato himself? What do these criticisms say about Plato’s own philosophical writing?
