Second Paper


Whither American Society?


Due: 12.06.06
Both Plato and Marx offer templates for understanding political societies. In this paper, you will describe these templates and then use them both to diagnose our society and predict its future. 
On the one hand, is it an oligarchy or a democracy? Is it thus moving toward more extreme democracy or instead toward tyranny? Or neither: is it the final stage of political history? On the other hand, is it a bourgeois society or a communist society? Is it thus moving toward a communist revolution or instead settled happily into an eternal pattern? Or neither: is it moving toward a wholly new constitution? 

Answering such questions will involve deciding which of the two templates offers superior political insight. Making this decision, first, will involve understanding these templates. 

Thus, after an appropriate introduction—one that clearly and succinctly states the question at hand and anticipates the answer you will give to it—begin by presenting your understanding of Plato’s distinction between oligarchy and democracy. (It is found between 550c and 563e of his Republic.) This should occupy about two pages. Next, in one more page, use actual facts about American society and government to argue either (i) that our country is more oligarchic, or (ii) that it is more democratic.

In Sections I and II of his Communist Manifesto, Marx distinguishes between bourgeois and communist society. In about another two pages, systematically present the main points of this distinction. Then, with an additional page, as above, use actual facts about our society and government to argue either (i) that the U.S.A. is more bourgeois, or (ii) that it is more communist.
Now, in a final page, present reasons for preferring one of the two templates, and thus one of the two political philosophers. Who offers the deepest diagnosis of our present society? Who is the best prophet of our political future? According to this philosopher, and to your own rational assessment, finally, whither American society?
The stipulations for this paper are the same as for the first, except of course the page limit, which is now 7–8 pages. Cite often in order to substantiate your claims about both these philosophical texts and American society. Moreover, hand in the original version of your first paper stapled to the back of this fresh second paper. This way we can verify that you have incorporated the criticisms we made of your first philosophical effort. Failure to incorporate these criticisms will be heavily penalized. Progress based upon them, by contrast, will be heavily rewarded.
