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	Aristotle


	Modernity
	Post-Modernity

	Logic
	Subject-predicate structure of language & thought 

(Matches species/genus – form/matter Ontology & Epistemology)
Syllogistic


	Frege & Russell: propositional calculus, predicate calculus
Division of logic & reality

Early Wittgenstein: the belief that logic will solve all philosophical problems


	Quantum logic: defies the PNC
Revival of the Liar paradox

Hegel on contradiction

Derrida and différance

(The computer)

(Widespread suspicion of logic)

	Epistemology
	Identity of knower & known Assimilation of form, which is
assimilation of the hierarchichal structure of the world

Knowledge of universals, not particulars

Induction vs. deduction & demonstration


	Bacon and induction

Descartes & Locke: primary vs. secondary qualities
Division of thought & reality

Revival of Skepticism: Hume
Empiricism vs. rationalism

Kant’s synthesis
Logical Positivism

(Technological Advances)


	Hegel and the construction of reality (thought & reality reunited)
Nietzsche: knowledge of particulars

Foucault on epistemes

(Science serves fascism and creates the technological horrors of the 20th century; widespread epistemological relativism)



	Physics
	Natural principle of motion & growth

Natural teleology

Four Causes

Substantial Form & Qualitative Form

Potentiality & Actuality
Eternity of the world
Unmoved Mover


	Efficient cause alone

Revival of ancient atomism: inert matter & forces

No purpose in nature

Galileo & Newton

Natural laws

(Scientific Revolution)

(Christian cosmogonists prefer creation of the world over eternity)


	Einstein & relativity
Quantum mechanics

Social construction of science

Exposure of human purposes being projected into nature

Chaos theory

(No unified theory)


	Astronomy
	Circular Motions & activity

Superlunary vs. sublunary

Ether (Quintessence)

Celestial spheres

Unmoved Movers

Prime Mover


	Galileo and the imperfect moon

Kepler & the planetary ellipses
Newton and universal gravitation

Intelligent design 

(Telescope)

	Inhospitability of outer space

Insignificance of earth

Black holes
Big Bang

Heat death of the universe

Extinction of the sun

(Struggle between theists and atheists over the meaning of new findings)



	Biology
	Body of organs (Matches species/genus – form/matter structure)
Natural hierarchies, levels of potentialities
Form = essence = soul

	Linnaeus and phylogenetic trees
Mendel: genetics

Darwin: Origin of the Species, Descent of Man
Biochemistry
Crick & Watson: DNA: inner principle of growth (but efficient cause)


	Recombinant DNA techniques: subversion of natural species, and thus also species hierarchies

Cloning

(Intelligent design backlash)



	Psychology
	Soul = form of the organic body
Levels of potentiality & actuality

Faculties are second potentialities

Understanding like perception

Active intellect


	Early Freud: the nervous system; reduction of ‘higher’ capacities to ‘lower’: e.g., morality & reason reduced to sublimated lust and aggression
James & Skinner: Behaviorism


	Later Freud: the dynamic Unconscious; self-deception

Social construction of the soul: Anthropology
Lacan: unconscious & language

MRI & brain scans

(Advent of mature neuroscience)



	Metaphysics
	First philosophy

Being qua being
PNC & objective reality

Primary substance
Separable form
God


	Empirical science becomes first philosophy
Matter is primary substance

Kant: objective reality (in-itself) becomes inaccessible

God exists but a remote Designer


	Marx: religion the opiate of the masses

Nietzsche: death of God; death of metaphysics
Freud: Future of an Illusion
Logical Positivism Heidegger on Being

Deleuze’s chaosmos


	Ethics
	Happiness
Self-sufficiency
Natural function: reason

Virtue: of character, of thought
The Mean

Voluntary vs. Non-voluntary action
Friendship

Pleasure as activity

Contemplation & divinization

	Hobbes: rational egoism

Hume, Bentham, Mill: utilitarianism
Kant: deontology

Romantics: contemplation as inauthentic
Liberty vs. necessity (Hume vs. Kant)
(Prostestant Reformation & the rise of the individual; triumph of the bourgeoisie)


	Marx: ethics as ideology

Nietzsche: Genealogy of Morality
Freud: ethics and the super-ego

Existentialist rejection of human function (Sartre et al.)
Lacan and Derrida displace the subject
Foucault and hedonism
(Widespread sense of relativism, suspicion of authority; craving for authentic community)



	Politics
	Politics is natural
Logos and community
The household

Women & natural slaves

Perfect vs. degenerate constitutions


	Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Kant, Rawls and contract theory
Human rights

Critique of slavery

Hume, Bentham, Mill and political utilitarianism
Adam Smith and the birth of modern economics

Hegelian sublation of all previous polities in his own
Social Darwinism
Rational Choice Theory
The End of History: Liberal Democratic Capitalism
(Democratic Revolutions in the USA and France; Industrial Revolution; Colonialism; Socialist Revolutions in Europe, then Communism in Russia and China; Women’s suffrage)


	Marx’s critique of capitalism
Nietzsche on the Last Man

Freudian analysis of patriotism
Anarchy (Deleuze) or totalitarianism (Heidegger)?
The End of History undone: challenges to Liberal Democratic Capitalism from within and without 

Queer Theory and Feminism
(WW2; United Nations; UN Declaration on Human Rights; post-colonialism; Disintegration of Communist Bloc; transnational capitalism and the weakening of the nation-state; information revolution, along with mass communications and effectively instant transportation; return of pandemics [AIDS, SARS, etc.]; global environmental crisis; nuclear proliferation; Islamism and terrorism)


	Aesthetics
	Complete narration
Hero misses the mark

Reversal & recognition

Purification of pity & fear
	Canons of Composition (painting, drama, etc.)

Representationalism according to optical and mathematical studies of perspective; artist represents nature accurately

Romantics: Artist is closer to nature, thus more authentic, thus challenges the artifice of political convention, often using emotion against reason
Art for art’s sake


	Freud: art is a public dream, the sublimation of deepest desires

Reader response theory; the author is dead
Atonal music

Brecht: breaking the dramatic illusion; self-conscious audience
Incomplete narratives, Self-conscious narrators

Abstract painting, Surrealism, Self-conscious artistic fads in rapid succession

(Mass media and technologies of mass reproduction)



	Summary
	Teleological cosmos
	Meaningless cosmos
	Chaos


