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Time. There is only an hour after the break in our seminar, and we shall often have two presentations and discussions. Presentations should therefore be 10–15 minutes long, with the remainder of the allotted half-hour for discussion. If you have not made a presentation of this length before, let me assure you that 10–15 minutes is short. The universal temptation is to plan to say far more than is possible. I may even set an alarm for 15 minutes, after which you must stop—even if you are in mid-sentence. At national conferences, after all, presenters are forbidden to exceed their allotted time.
Goals. At the very least, your presentation should: (1) illuminate the reading for the rest of the class; (2) start you thinking critically about the reading in advance of a (possible) term paper on the subject; and (3) provoke a good discussion among your classmates afterwards. This will involve making clear the thesis of the article, its principal arguments for this thesis, and your own criticisms of these arguments or this thesis or both. 
Handouts. The arguments of the article and your counter-arguments will nearly always be clearer to your classmates if you put them somehow on a handout. This could involve a schematization, enumerated points, a flow-chart, or whatever format proves best in your case. Upon request, I can provide you with samples from other seminars I have taught recently. Whenever you do distribute a handout, however, it should play an integral role in the presentation, lest it serve as a distraction.
Discussion. When (1) and (2) have been done well, and so long as the audience is philosophical, (3) lively discussion follows easily. I would ideally like to see you fielding your own questions and extracting from the ensuing discussion, when appropriate, wider lessons for Plato’s Republic. This skill is useful not only as a teacher but also as a presenter at professional conferences. Generally speaking, presentations in this class are meant to give you some experience towards both teaching and conference papers—two activities not so different as they might at first appear. Most ‘experts,’ on one hand, need some basic instruction on whatever it is you present; many undergraduate students, on the other, will appreciate your critical analysis of a class-reading.

Office Meetings. You are welcome to come to talk to me as your own thoughts on your reading selection develop. Indeed, I encourage you to come to my office hours on the Thursday before your presentation, from 2:00–4:00. Please inform me in advance if you will be coming then, so that I can be sure to read your article beforehand. If a personal meeting is impossible, I can try to answer short questions over email. 
