PLATO’S REPUBLIC
PHIL 504-01/404-01, T 3:00–5:40
COLH 548, Dr. Miller (millerp2212@duq.edu)
Plato’s Republic is the greatest philosophical book ever written; the goal of this course will be to understand it. 
Upon first glance, our task appears easy. After all, this text is often taught to novice students of philosophy, and rightly so. With an appealing conversation that pretends to happen during one festive evening, it covers nearly every philosophical topic. Here is a sample of them: justice, power, and human greed; virtue, vice, and human nature; the genesis of human community, utopia, and the degeneration of constitutions; the relation of body and soul, the structure of that soul, and the battles between its components: appetite, spirit, and reason; the rights of women, the distribution of wealth, and natural slavery; sex and love, pleasure and pain, violence and cannibalism; truth and fiction, being and non-being, knowledge and ignorance; education, censorship, and deception; freedom and compulsion; dreams, divinity, and the after-life. Perhaps most important of all: philosophy itself.
Although these topics appear to arise haphazardly, as the conversation unfolds and the characters develop, Plato has carefully integrated his views on each, demonstrating how all important philosophical questions are related to each other. Appreciating these inter-relations, not to mention the ingenious arguments and masterful art that Plato uses to expose them, has been the task expert scholars, especially in recent years. To help us accomplish our goal, then, we shall consider the work of dozens of them. Our principal guide will be C. D. C. Reeve’s Philosopher Kings, one of the best works of ancient philosophical scholarship in recent decades. Papers from two anthologies published in the last two years will provide us with detailed analyses of special themes, not to mention snapshots of the excitement this dialogue is now causing among diverse commentators. 

Another symptom of this recent excitement is next February’s 13th annual Arizona Colloquium in Ancient Philosophy, which will be devoted entirely to Republic. Dr. Miller will be attending this colloquium as a commentator, and will attempt to integrate into the syllabus these soon-to-be-published papers once he hears them. Specifically, he will be commenting on the paper of Jessica Moss (University of Pittsburgh, Philosophy), who will join us for one meeting, presenting her work on Plato’s tripartite soul. Students will thus have the opportunity to enter directly into a live professional conversation.
This course will be ideal not only for those graduate students planning to take Duquesne’s comprehensive exams in philosophy (upon which Republic features prominently), but also students planning to specialize in ancient philosophy, and Plato in particular. Finally, the course should be no less valuable to serious students of all philosophical periods, for this pre-eminent text foreshadows both theses and arguments from at least Plotinus, Augustine, and Aquinas; Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau; Marx, Nietzsche, and Freud. It sets the agenda for much of Western philosophy, whether in ethics, political theory, psychology, aesthetics, ontology, or epistemology. Most importantly, it draws all of these together for the first time into a grand synthesis.
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