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FREUD & PSYCHOANALYSIS
The midterm will ask two questions from the following list of fifteen.

1. What is the relationship—or rather, what should be the relationship—between philosophy and psychoanalysis? What insights might philosophy offer to psychoanalytic theory and practice, and what insights might psychoanalysis offer to philosophical reflection? Are these disciplines compatible? Is one a species of the other? Or are they in truth the same discipline under different guises? 

2. Of the three general critiques of psychoanalysis we read for the first seminar—those of Crews, Cioffi, and Michels—choose the five most serious objections that appear in them and present each one, meeting it with the most effective reply to it that is available to a proponent of psychoanalysis. Conclude by assessing this hypothetical exchange, offering your thoughts on the general soundness of psychoanalysis as theory and practice.

3. How do Elisabeth von R. and the Rat Man, each in their different ways, fail to raise the central question of ethics, and arguably of philosophy: How should I live? How does Freud’s psychoanalytic technique, at least by his own account, help them to do so? Putting aside questions of his personal credibility, is the theoretical component of his account sound? How, in short, can we understand the reflective breakdowns of these two people, and how can we understand the restoration of their reflective capacities by Freudian psychoanalysis?

4. Respecting the crucial distinction between object and aim, describe Freud’s psychosexual stages. After having recounted a typical trajectory through each of them, explain a few illustrative perversions, including homosexuality, according to this theory. Is the trajectory you recounted, or any other, normative according to Freud? Put another way, is ‘perversion’ in Freud’s mouth a term merely descriptive of societal expectations, or does it name a genuine problem? You may or may not wish to invoke Lear’s and Foucault’s discussions of Freudian Eros.
5. Adolf Grünbaum objects to Freud’s theory of dreaming by claiming that psychoanalysis, which promises to relieve pathogenic repression, should thereby decrease dreaming. Yet, as he correctly notes, analysands do not dream less often or less vividly. Grünbaum thus infers that Freud’s theory of dreaming is false, and Rosemarie Sand reproduces his objection with approval. Assess it by first recounting the theory and then evaluating the objection. Your answer should begin by discussing at least the following Freudian concepts: wish-fulfillment, latent content, repression, dream-work (as well as some of its techniques), manifest content.
6. Ludwig Wittgenstein objects to Freud’s theory of dream interpretation by observing that the preoccupations revealed by free association about a dream do not thereby reveal the causes of the dream. Rosemarie Sand repeats this criticism succinctly: it is false to assume that B is a determinant of A because B occurred in the series of associations about A. In your view, does this objection impugn Freud’s theory of dream interpretation? Lear thinks so, but he revises this theory in order to escape Wittgenstein’s objection. How does he revise it? Is this revision close enough to Freud’s theory, in your view, to be fairly considered “Freudian”? Does this revision gain added appeal by side-stepping the Derridean critique about translation?
7. Describe the typical trajectory of a young boy through Freud’s Oedipus Complex. Why did Freud resist the name “Electra Complex’; why, in other words, did he think a young girl travels a very different trajectory, not simply the same as a boy does, with only the genders reversed? Describe this very different trajectory? What are the implications of this difference for feminine gender identity: for its self-esteem, sexual object, erogenous zone, and moral rectitude? How have feminists responded to these implications? How does Freud’s doctrine of innate bisexuality, and his consequent division of the Oedipus complex into ‘active’ and ‘passive’ components (sometimes called ‘positive’ and ‘negative’ Oedipus complexes) complicate these implications and responses?

8. According to Lear, what are the three types of transference? Say a few words to distinguish his first and second type, but do not spend much time defending this distinction. Instead, carefully distinguish the second type from the third, which he has introduced into psychoanalytic theory. (Be sure to explain the related notion of anxiety defense, discussing his application of it to the Rat Man.) How sound is this distinction? Using it, how does Lear reconstruct Dora’s transference to Freud, at least in Lear’s ‘imagined scenario’ of the case? By contrast, how does Freud understand her transference to him? Whose understanding of Dora’s transference is more accurate: Lear’s or Freud’s? Evaluate each by appeal to details of Dora’s case history. 
9. What were some of the clinical and theoretical problems posed by narcissism for Freudian psychoanalysis? How did Freud reformulate his metapsychology in order to address at least these theoretical problems? Begin with his distinction between primary and secondary narcissism, moving to his distinction between ego- and object-libido. Can these two libidines be reduced to one primal energy? Why did Freud think not? His reasoning appeared to us unsound. Ironically, which character disorder seems to have prevented Freud from accepting this reduction? After treating this distinction briefly, describe how both the ego and the ego-ideal are accomplished by the developing child, according to this theory. What benefit does the ego-ideal yield to those without secondary narcissism? What are its costs for the pleasure of these non-narcissists? Why don’t those with secondary narcissism need an ego-ideal? What are the costs and benefits of its absence?

10. What does Freud say about the Unconscious and Repression in the short metapsychological treatises with those two titles? What evidence from recent neuroscience—reported by Solms—might Freudians nowadays adduce for these claims? What additional evidence does Solms marshal in favor of the psychoanalytic theory of the mind? Does Solms over-rate the value of this evidence? Submit it to critical scrutiny and then conclude whether or not the basics of Freud’s metapyschology are tenable. In other words: Is neuropsychoanalysis the last rear-guard action of a psychoanalytic army in steady retreat since the arrival on the field of its epistemological critics? Or is it instead the promised reinforcement so desperately needed by this army to return once again to the intellectual offensive? 

11. Despite his initial reservations, Kramer decided that Prozac can often enhance psychotherapy. What were his reasons? A philosophically astute psychiatrist, he did not rest content with reasons for his view, but also entertained and rejected objections against it. What were some of these objections—not omitting pharmacological Calvinism—and how effectively did Kramer refute them? Psychoanalytic orthodoxy remains opposed to the combination of analysis and SSRIs. Produce the best objections against their use by adopting this standpoint. How effective are these objections in your view? To what extent are they medical, and to what extent moral? Is psychoanalysis but the most modern form of Calvinism? 
12. What is Freud’s argument for the repetition compulsion? What are the psychological phenomena to which he appeals, and how does he treat alternative explanations of these phenomena? In short, is his argument sound? Whether or not it is, Freud considers the repetition compulsion but a manifestation of a death drive. What are the biological phenomena to which he appeals in his argument for this new drive? Is this argument sound? Whether or not it is, Freud recognizes that the introduction of the death drive revolutionizes his theory of human motivation. He then presents a short history of his thought on this subject. Quickly recount this history, determining whether it represents theoretical advances, regressions, or stagnations. 

13. More often than not, neurotic patients suffer from unconscious guilt. Present and evaluate Freud’s thoughts on its pathogenesis, beginning with his theory of identification from Mourning and Melancholia, and ending with his view, from The Ego and the Id, that the super-ego is the heir of the Oedipus complex. Be sure to discuss the vicious cycle of guilt, repression, and masochistic aggression that can exacerbate a neurosis, even killing the neurotic (by suicide). How does Freudian psychoanalysis promise to break this vicious cycle and alleviate unconscious guilt? Be sure to discuss Freud’s dictum, Wo Es war, soll Ich werden. What danger does Lear see in Freud’s complementary dictum that the analyst stands in relation to the patient as the patient’s ego stands in relation to his id? Be sure to discuss the tension between identification and autonomy. Even if this danger can be avoided, finally, how does the negative therapeutic reaction threaten to frustrate an analysis? Is there any reason to hope in the face of so many dangers and frustrations? 
14. Freud called religion—by which he seems to have meant Christianity—an “illusion.” What special meaning did he ascribe to this term, and why does he think it applies to religion? Is this an argument against religion? If so, is it sound? You should begin your answer by constructing political society according to Freud’s principal assumptions: that nature is hostile, that we humans contract to meet this hostility together, but that once united in society we face the additional threat of each other’s injustice. What role do laws, science, and religion play in this political fantasy? Freud’s fantasy stands in a long tradition of political thinkers beginning with the Sophists, through Thucydides to Hobbes and his many modern followers, who see humans as independent individuals who make the political contract for their apparent benefit. But Freud’s fantasy also stands in a counter-tradition, that of Plato, who first described the mutual influences between the constitution of a city and the constitution of a soul. In this Platonic tradition, the city makes us the individuals we are, rather than collecting us together as though atoms in a molecule. Standing in this Platonic tradition, then, Freudians must recognize, as Plato did, that political changes create changes in the constitution of the soul. What repercussions should this recognition have for Freudian practice, especially in a 21st century America so very different from Victorian Vienna? (Here, if you wish, you may invoke some of the sociological criticisms we considered: Deleuze & Guattari, Marcuse, Rieff. Or, if you prefer, you may offer your own sociological analysis.)
15. Is psychoanalysis true? Is it an ethics? How might these two questions—the deepest and most difficult in the philosophy of psychoanalysis—be related?
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