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Choose one of the following two questions and write an essay on it in a bluebook without consulting any notes:

1. Plotinus assumes two fundamental premises, and arguably they are the same: that one is prior to many, and perfect prior to imperfect. How do these two premises come into conflict at the summit of his philosophy? How does he resolve the conflict between his two premises? (Here is another way of putting this question: is the One perfect or not? One of his premises compels him to say negatively that it is neither perfect nor active. His other premise compels him to say positively that it is both perfect and active. How does he resolve the conflict between these apparently irreconcilable demands?) How does this resolution show not only that perfection produces, but even that perfection is production. How, in short, does this resolution underwrite his creation metaphysics? Show, for example, how the One creates the Intellect. Once you have shown this, explain next how the Intellect thinks itself (and its Forms), but also how it thinks the One. The first activity—the Intellect thinking itself—Plotinus calls Intellect Knowing; the second—Intellect thinking the One—he calls Intellect Loving. Why does he opt for ‘love’ to describe the act that brings Intellect (or anyone who ascends to its level) into contact with the One? Does Plotinus thereby reveal a deep connection between love and creation? Or has he simply lost his mind?

2. Plotinus offers many arguments against materialism. Present and evaluate the best of them. Before beginning, notice that materialism can be a doctrine about the cosmos generally, or about the soul specifically. A thoroughgoing materialist believes not only that the soul is material, but that everything else is as well. Thus present Plotinus’s best arguments against each type of materialism—cosmic and psychological—while critically assessing them. Are they valid? Are they sound? Turning to the specific materialist theories of the soul-body relation that Plotinus considers, present the best one and marshal Plotinus’s best argument against it. What theory of the soul-body relation does he offer instead of these? What does his alternative presuppose about the cosmos? Do this theory and its cosmic alternative fare better or worse than the theories and materialist worldview he criticizes? In light of all these competing considerations, in the end, would you agree with Plotinus that there must be more to ourselves and our world than mere matter? Why or why not?

