Final Exam







Exam Date: 04.30.07









Exam Time: 1:15–3:15 
NIETZSCHE & FREUD

This exam has two essay questions. Each question should occupy about half the exam period (thus, one hour each). Write legibly in the exam booklets provided.

1. Guilt is a danger of human life, a pathology particularly common in the Victorian culture of Nietzsche and Freud. They diagnosed it differently, however. Provide their competing theories of its origins, and assess the relative merits of these theories. In other words, by our customary presentation of objections and replies, decide in favor of one philosopher and against the other on this score. Does the declining importance of guilt in our own culture argue for or against these philosophers? What pathology has now eclipsed the guilt that plagued the Victorians? Does the rise of this pathology undermine the psychologies of Nietzsche and Freud?
2. Having finished a substantial paper on self-knowledge in Nietzsche and Freud, assess how consistently these philosophers exhibited their views about the best life and self-knowledge in their autobiographical works, Ecce Homo and An Autobiographical Study. Did they live the lives they celebrated in their other writings, or did they suffer from the conditions which they diagnosed in others? Did they know themselves, or were they blind to important parts of themselves? In either case, did they discuss themselves and their own lives consistently with the attitudes to self and knowledge that you exposed them holding? In sum, who in his own life followed more faithfully Apollo’s injunction: “Know Thyself.”
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