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Exam Date: 04.30.07









Exam Time: 1:15–3:15 
NIETZSCHE & FREUD

This exam will have two essay questions. Each question should occupy about half the exam period (thus, one hour each). The two questions that appear on the exam will be chosen by me from the following list. Exam booklets will be provided. Write legibly in them.

1. What—if anything—is human nature? How do Nietzsche and Freud understand the basic motives of human beings? Be sure to consider sexual desire and aggression. What role does each philosopher assign to these motives? Do similarities or differences in these roles account for similarities or differences in their psychologies more generally? By our customary presentation of objections and replies, decide in favor of one philosopher and against the other on this score.
2. What—if anything—is the best life? How do Nietzsche and Freud understand the good for human beings? How do they understand psychic health? If their understandings are similar or different, what accounts for these similarities or differences? What is it, in other words, about their psychologies that determines their ethics? By our customary presentation of objections and replies, decide in favor of one philosopher and against the other on this score.
3. What is the role of reason for Nietzsche and Freud? Reason comes in many guises: logic, science, philosophy, morality, practical mastery of the passions and appetites. Evaluate each with first Nietzschean and then Freudian considerations. How does reason arise, how does it function, and how does it contribute or detract from the best life? By our customary presentation of objections and replies, decide in favor of one philosopher and against the other on this score.
4. Guilt is a danger of human life, a pathology particularly common in the Victorian culture of Nietzsche and Freud. They diagnosed it differently, however. Provide their competing theories of its origins, and assess their relative merits. In other words, by our customary presentation of objections and replies, decide in favor of one philosopher and against the other on this score. Does the declining importance of guilt in our culture argue for or against these philosophers?
5. Narcissism is another danger of human life, one that afflicts more and more in our own time and culture. Nietzsche does not have a theory of this danger to match his theory of guilt. Why not? Did he approve of narcissism? Freud clearly did not, and he reconfigured his psychological theory in order to explain it. What was his explanation? How sound is it? Does our growing epidemic of narcissism argue for or against Freud’s theory? How does this epidemic affect your assessment of Nietzsche’s psychology?
6. God and religion come under heavy fire from both Nietzsche and Freud. What are their critiques of religion: how are they similar, and how are they different? Which one threatens religion most seriously? How might the religious person—especially the Catholic—reply to this most serious of the intellectual threats against his religion?

7. Are we free, masters of ourselves, in full possession of free-will? Or are we fated, determined, slaves to something not ourselves? Answer these questions by adopting the sometimes complementary, sometimes competing voices of Nietzsche and Freud. Be sure to consider the possibility that freedom is not an inheritance, as so many philosophers have assumed, but instead an achievement. What is required, according to Nietzsche and Freud, to achieve it?

8. Having finished a substantial paper on self-knowledge in Nietzsche and Freud, assess how consistently these philosophers exhibited their views about the best life and self-knowledge in their autobiographical works, Ecce Homo and An Autobiographical Study. Did they live the lives they celebrated in their other writings, or did they suffer from the conditions which they diagnosed in others? Did they know themselves, or were they blind to important parts of themselves? In either case, did they discuss themselves and their own lives consistently with the attitudes to self and knowledge that you exposed them holding? In sum, who in his own life followed more faithfully Apollo’s injunction: “Know Thyself.”
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