First Paper

          Nietzsche on Self-Knowledge
            
Due: 03.01.07

On the temple of Apollo at Delphi were inscribed these words: “Know Thyself.” Nietzsche said it was cruel for a god to demand self-knowledge from humans, but did he heed this demand nonetheless?  Using the texts we have read for this course, write a clear and rigorous paper that answers this question. Was the goal of Nietzsche’s philosophy self-knowledge? 

Good philosophical writing presents the evidence for both sides of a question. Thus, if you think Nietzsche did heed this demand, proceed in the following way: first present evidence that he did not heed it, then present evidence that he did; finally, say why you consider the evidence that he did heed it weightier. Reverse the order of presentation if you wish to argue that he did not heed it. It is usually more persuasive—whether in philosophy or a court of law—to reserve your own case until last.
Perhaps, however, you will conclude that the evidence on each side is equally weighty. If so, and Nietzsche’s writings on self-knowledge seem to you to be in tension, might this tension be resolved by drawing upon other aspects of his thought? I suggested some possibilities on the midterm-exam study-guide, and you may use them; but you should also feel free to innovate, proposing your own resolutions. 
Before sitting down to write this essay, review the guidelines to writing you have been reading from Weston and Strunk & White. I will expect strict adherence to these writing guidelines, as well as a thoughtful answer to the philosophical question at hand. There will be as little indulgence for poor prose as there will be for superficial interpretation, sloppy argumentation, or inadequate documentation.
Specifications: 8–10 pages, double-spaced, 1-inch margins, 12-point font.
