Midterm Exam







   02.15.07
NIETZSCHE & FREUD

Legibly in the exam booklets provided, write an essay whose first half addresses the Nietzsche topic below and whose second half addresses the Freud topic below. At the end, if time permits, highlight the similarities and differences between Nietzsche’s aesthetics and Freud’s (according to which art is the dream of a culture).
Nietzsche

According to Nietzsche, what is the basic drive—not just of humans, but of the whole world? Describe this drive and the ways in which it manifests itself nakedly in our lives. Faced with this naked drive, what options are available to us as humans? Discuss each of these options by reference to a particular figure—e.g., Socrates, Euripides, Plato, Kant, Schopenhauer, Wagner—whom Nietzsche either praises or scorns (sometimes both). In your presentation of the option he favors, be sure to explain his oft-repeated dictum: “for only as an aesthetic phenomenon are existence and the world justified to eternity.”  

Freud
What is Freud’s theory of dreaming? Your answer should discuss at least the following terms: latent content, manifest content, the dream-work, primary process, secondary process, condensation, displacement, wish fulfillment. Freud’s own analogies may prove helpful in your explanation: e.g., the night-watchman, and the judicial system of a conquered country. If time permits, your explanation may become clearer with an example: invent a short dream and then analyze it. 

